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krebs XXX 10 


The nile of Coe to 8 DE rhe 8 
28 2 May , e. 


5 Ati hath, my eas Send; ] have dif-. 
covered the place of your abode. Ah! 
from the commencement of your misfor- 
tunes you muſt have been convinced that 


* This letter is not the production of fancy : bet 
who could. invent one more to the purpoſe > The prin- 
ceſs of C***, a native of Germany, was educated in Aa 
nunnery in France with madame de P***, Thoſe 
young ladies coneeived for each other the moſt tender 
friendſlup, but were ſeparated before they had reached 
that age which alone can in moſt caſes OY fuch at- 
tachments a permanent - ſtability. The princeſs of 
Ce, marrying at fifteen, returned to + Views, Dur- 
ing fourteen years, ſhe carried on with her young friend 
a regular correſpondence, which continued down to the 
commencement of the revolution. The war inter- 
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1 was ignorant of it, ſince you received no 
letters from me. But how could you 
forbear writing to me? Surely I have juſt 
cauſe to complain of your filence under 
ſuch circumſtances!——Y ou; have been 
obli ged to fly your country—you are de- 
ſpoiled of your property—and yet you 
forget that companion of your youthful 
years, that friend, whom you ſo oft have 
promiſed ever to conſider in the light of 
a ſiſter! Did you wiſh to deprive me of 
my rights? Can I have miſtaken your 
heart? I judged of it by my own: and, had 
I been in your ſituation, I ſhould have Mac 


— — 


rupted this epiſtolary intercourſe, which with) ſuſ- 
pended for two years. At the expiration of that pe- 
riod, learning that madame 'de P*** had emigrated, 
ſhe wrote her the letter which is here preſented to the 
reader. At a time when the world has ſeen ſo many 
ir. ances of ingratitude, ſo many faithleſs violations of 
{r;zndhip, it is pleaſing to have an or Pon of . 5 
ing up and recording traits of this kind. 


to myſelf on quitting my native land 
I loſe my fortune; but at leaſt my friend 
is ſoon to enjoy hers!” —Oh Lucy! my 


dear Lucy! is friendſhip in your eſtima- 
tion no more than an empty name? Can 
the unworthy ſuggeſtions of pride prevail, 
in a boſom like yours, over ſo tender a 
ſentiment? ; Ah! recolle& thoſe days, | 


of our early youth when' we had every, 


thing in common, when we delighted to 
wear each other's clothes, and mutually 
to accept whatever preſents we had it in 
our power to make each other. Did we 
then annex any idea of degradation to the 
acceptance of gifts from the hand of a 
friend? But neither do you now entertain | 
ſuch an idea: no, my Lucy,! am con- 
vinced you do not: for I cannot poſſibly 
| 2 you of ingratitude and injuſtice. 


=Y . 


| =o 
. . You know-the ſrifineſs of our go "il 
B 2 _ 
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vernment with reſpect to French emi- 
grants: of what happineſs does that ſtrict- 
neſs deprive me! I cannot offer you an 
aſylum ! EC I ſend you the addreſs of a 


| banker who will deliver into your hands 


what you have a right to claim“, and 
who will moreover cauſe to be left at your 
place of abode a cheſt which -I have 
packed with my own handsf. You will 
| ſee that I have not forgotten what colours 

you like beſt; they are alſo the ſame which 
I prefer; and we ſhall now, as formerly, 
be dreſſed in the ſame manner; for my 
gowns are exactly ſimilar to thoſe I ſend 


you. 


Since, under my preſent inability to 
invite you to my houſe, I do not go to 


A deed entitling her to an annuity of fix thouſand 


livres [250l. ſterling.] 
+ This cheſt Ln—_—_ linen, lace, ſtutfs, &c. 


z 
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meet you, you will of courſe conclude 
that I am with-held by the ſtrong ties. of 
duty, What pleaſure on earth could in 


my eſtimation equal that of ſeeing vou 


again, of liſtening to you, and offering 
you all the conſolations of faithful friend- 
ſhip? But I ſhall next year be at liberty; 


and you may to a certainty expect that on | 
the Teturn of this month you ſhall claſp - 


your Eugenia i in your arms. 


Adieu, my friend! You ſee how firm a 
reliance I have on you — how much I de- 
pend on your affection. In our preſent 


relative ſituations, remember well, my 


dear Lucy, that it is you who have it in 
your power to afford me ſubſtantial proofs 
of your friendſhip, and to convince me that 
you do not conſider me as a ſtranger: in 


thort, it is you who have an opportunity 
1 
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of diſplaying your generoſity, by deſpiſing 
the frivolous laws which ſelfiſhneſs and 
vanity have eſtabliſhed. In anſwering 
me, conſult only your own heart ; and 
your anſwer will add the moſt tender gra- 
titude to all the other ſentiments by which 
1 have fo long been attached to you. 


4 * 
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LETTER XXXIV.: 


Monſeur D'ARMILLY to his lach. 
Zurich, May 15, 1794. 


1 HAVE very abu my dear friend, 


reflected on our ſituation; and the reſult 
of all my reflections is this We muſt ſo 
conduct our affairs as to have it in our | 
power to afford a reception to our fugi- 


tive friends, i in cafe (which is very proba- 


'ble) that through their want of TORO | Bl 
they ſhould only be able to Tave their per- | i 
fons. We ſhould not be thus embarraſſ. 


fed if your poor fifter, inſtead of depoſit- 
ing fifty-feven thouſand livres at Paris, had 


tent that money out of the country, and 


at the fame time betaken herſelf to flight. 
14 


c_ 4 
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With a property like hers,” and a little 
{ſkilful management, ſhe might even have 
| faved a much more conſiderable ſum. 
She is a widow: ſhe had, beſides, neither 
father nor mother nor children in the ſtate 
of emigration: ſhe has long been unen- 
cumbered : the poſſeſſes good ſenſe and 
courage; yet ſhe took none but uſeleſs or 
inſufficient precautions, and, with an un- 
accountable indolence, ſuffered ſleep to 
overcome her on the brink of a precipice ! 
{1 . . What appears to me equally incom- 
prehenſible as the monſtrous wickedneſs 
of the tyrants of our country, 2 the apa- 
thy of their vidims: the timid and the 
.unthinking are awed into ſubmiſſion by 
terror: the men of courage and under- 
iſtanding are ſtruck with an aſtoniſhment 

which chills and petrifies them'— and 
feel an indignation which inſpires them 


| e 
ich a liſtleſſneſs che moſt prejudicial to 
their intereſts. Heaven, grant that your 


ſtſter may be able to eſcape with her child- | 


ren — that thoſe dear objects of our af- 
fection may be faved from that dreadful 
ſhipwreck ! and we ſhall have OY to 


regret. gd 


? 


Tins > 


we ſhall have wherewith to ſupport us 


all: but that fund is far from conſider- 
able for a numerous Sy to that re- 


fource we muſt add a little induſtry and 


upon a fund which in every point of view 


ought to be held facred by us, and which 
we ought at leaſt to retain the power of 


\ 


bequeathing to our children. 
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the attentive cares of Ade- | 
laide — a child at the age of thirteen! — 


kibour, in order that we may. not expoſe _ | 
ourſelves to the neceflity of breaking is 


let us diſcharge one. I undertake all the 


* 


10 
We have hitherto kept two ſervants; 


work of the garden, whoſe produce, to- 
gether with the aid of our poultry, will 

be more than ſufficient to ſupply our 
table. Beſides, I intend to commence a 
ſmall trade in prints: I am a judge of 
them; and fuch articles may be turned to 
good account in this country. On your 
part, my dear friend, as you are provided 
with every requiſite for the making of ar- 
tificial flowers, you may engage in that 


buſmefs, with the aſſiſtance of Juliette and 


- mademoiſelle Benoit; and we ſhall find A 
| vent for your productions at Zurich. In 
purſuanee of this plan I have fpoken to a 
merchant who has very extenſive corre- 
ſpondencies: he will purchaſe the flowers 
of yourſelves directly in the firſt inſtance, 
and will afterward diſpoſe of them on 


his own account. In this manner we 
ſnall live very comfortably, without being 
obliged to trench on our funds, eſpecially 
as we have ſtill remaining near one quar- 
ter of the fumwe originally brought 
with us from F rance, and you have ſome 
jewels which may in caſe of neceſfity be 
a... 


Lord Selby. has at length explicitly 
made me the offer to take charge of. Ed- 
ward for a few years; and he propoſed it 
in the moſt delicate and amiable, manner 
—telling me, that, on his northern tour, 
Edward will by his knowledge of Ger- 
man be highly uſeful to him: and in fact 
he i is very capable of ſerving as his inter- 
Preter: beſides, as he writes a very fine: 
hand, he may often aſſiſt him in the, ca- 
pacity of ſecretary, and even in three lan- 
B 6 


12 8 
guages. Thus Edward, being already 
qualiffed to render himſelf ſerviceable to 


his protector, may without a bluſh accept 
the propoſal. Yet lord Selby will ſtill 
equally be conſidered by him in the light 
of a benefaCtor entitled to his entire af - 
fection. | 


I conceive, my dear friend, that it will 
coft you a ſevere ftruggle to part with ſo 
beloved a child for a long period: but 
reflect on the many advantages he will 
. derive from that facrifice on your part. 
Lord' Selby has pledged me his promiſe 
to watch over him with all the attention 
of a father — to engage for him proper 
teachers in all the great cities where he 

ſtops for any conſiderable time—and to 
make him purſue the plan of reading and 


13 


ftudy which I have traced out for him: 
he will take him on a round of travels 
the moſt agreeable and moſt inſtructive; 
and, finally, Edward will at the ſame time 
find in bis young Mentor a moſt firm 
friend and a moſt valuable protector. Ne- 
vertheleſs I have made no promiſe: I teſti- 
fied the gratitude which I feel on the oc- 
caſion, and declared that I could form no 
engagement on the ſubje&t without He 
oully Wrap ay | 


A 0 l. other idea that has ſtruck you 
relative to lord Selby, I on it appears 
to me chimerical : . . . Ah! if indeed our 
beloved Adetaide were a few years older! 
... ; But at thirteen, and with ſuch a 
girlih appearance! Her perſon is fo little 

matured for her age, and her ſtature is ſo 


14 


ort, that ſhe hardly ſeems ten Fears 
old and our friends inform us that ſhe is 
not grown much taller.” It is true, he 
talks of her with rapture: he intends to 
aceompany me on my journey to Holland, 
and is determined, he ſays, to be a witneſs 
of our interview. I think that if he en- 
| tertained the ideas which you ſuppoſe, 
be would either ſpeak leſs, af her, or ſay 
more than he does. I aſſure you he be- 
ſtows his eulogiums. on her preciſehy in 
the ſame manner as you have heard him 
beſtow them on Eugene de Vilmore:— 
xecolle& the ecſtaſy into which he was 
thrown by that youth's memoirs. Be that, 
however,.as it may, let us intruſt Edward 
to: his care. The conjecture you have 
formed is an. additional reaſon. which 
ought to induce your conſent: for this 


w 
meaſure is the only precautiori you can 
take to prevent the effects of his abſence, 


which might otherwiſe mar your project, 


by effacing her from his remembrance. 
Reflect ſeriouſly on all this: to-morrow I 


that I may be able to give mine. 


mall go to receive your anſwer, in order 
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_ LETTER = 


DONATIAN DE 8—ͤ to GUSTAVUS 
D*ERMONT. . 


Ng 
Armen, June 1, 7794. 


N How . do find each other out 


again, my dear chevalier ! It is only three 
days fince I learned that you were in Switz- 
erland: notwithſtandin g fo lon gan abſence, 
I ſtill love you; and I have not forgotten 
the nice luncheons we ufed to eat at your 


| houſe every ſaturday during the winter of 


1789. We have not ſeen each other ſince 


that time; and I fancy we ſhould hardly 


know each other again if we were to 
meet : for the lapſe of fo many years 
makes a great alteration in one's perſon. 


I am grown very tall: and, as you are 


older than I, it would, I ſuppoſe, bei fil 


more difficult to recogniſe you; for ſurely 
you no longer wear your hair hanging 
looſe over n forehead, NOT 2 
dered. R eine * ? 


Tam at Bremen with my father: mama 
remains in France: you may judge how 
uneaſy we are on her account. The hap- 


pineſs of having excellent parents coſts 


many a tear in-theſe times. The more 
they are entitled to our love, and the 
warmer our attachment to them, the more 


power to alleviate my father's anxiety by 
my application to ſtudy. He is my only 
preceptor: he teaches me Latin and Eng- 
liſh, makes me write and cipher, direQs 


the courſe of my reading, and my other 
occupations, We learn the German to- 


118 


gether, and I already ſpeak it tolerably 
well. — In two years all my father's re- 
ſources will be exhauſted: oh! if I could 
by that time acquire ſufficient inſtruction 
to qualify me for ſome employment ot 
which the profits might ſuffice for his ſub- 
ſiſtence! With what courage and ardour 
- has this idea inſpired me! it has at once 
raiſed me quite above my years; and Iam 
no longer a boy. 1 do not depend much 
on my abilities, which are very moderate: 
but J flatter myſelf that God will grant 
his bleſſing to the attentions of my father, 
and the prayers which gratitude induces 
me to offer up. 


l am told that you paint inimitably well, 
and that you have conceived a great pat. 

ſion for the art: the information gives me 

much pleaſure. My father ſays, that, 


19 
with religion, a cultivated mind, and uſe- 
ful talents, one has-the means of ſupport- 
ing every reverſe; becauſe one is con- 
ſtantly reſigned, and never feels his time 
irkſome. My father is himſelf a ſtriking 
proof of the truth of this obſervation. . 


— 33 
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When you have time, my dear friend, 
write to me, and give me news of your 


father, your mother, and mademoiſelle 
Virginia. 4 pray you to inform monſieur 
Vabbe du Bourg that I am no longer a 
glutton, and have entirely ceaſed to eat 


cheeſe-cakes “. 


* The youth here deſcribed is a real character, and * 
is now fifteen years old. I am not perſonally acquainted 


with him: but I have taken all theſe particulars from 
his own original letters; and whatever I ſhall ſay of 
him in the ſequel will be exactly confor nable to truth. 
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LETTER XXX VII. 
Lord SEL BV ie lady ELIZABETH. 
4 | | | Turich, June 3. 
Dear mother, 
Your laſt letter begins with = From 
the manner in which you write to me 
concerning that ' Iriſh family, I ſhould 
think you in love if one of the daughters 


were ſomewhat older.“ To what pur- 


poſe ſhould I uſe diffimulation toward 
you; ſince at this diſtance you have ſo 
truly gueſſed the ſtate of my heart, and 
even when ignorant of that which might 
give you. ſome ſuſpicion of the truth ? 
However, I am not in love; though I 
think I ſhall be ſo, and to an extreme de- 
gree. As yet I anly feel a preſentiment 
of an ardent paſſion : if it deceive me, I 


z 
* - 
o 
. art * 
* - 


have done — 1 ſhall never lore again. 


My imagination has Iaboured too much 


—it has- proceeded too far— to allow | 
me henceforward ever to attach myſelf to 
a woman of ordinary ſtamp. I have had 


a glimpſe of perfection: IJ have adored it: 
if unable to find it, I ſhall ſo poignantly 
regret the diſappointment of my chime- 
rical hopes, as entirely to renounce the 
expectation of happineſs. I find it ex- 


tremely difficult to explain to you this 


ænigma . a letter may be loſt, or may 
fall into the hands of enemies; a paquet- 
boat may be captured . . . . and I do not 
chooſe to incur the riſque of expoſing a 
whole family of unfortunate friends to 
danger. All that I can tell you is this 


All the children of madame Kembley 


are not here. She has another — her eldeſt. | 
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daughter of the age of thirteen, © Thir- 
teen!” you will exclaim: © a mere child at 
that age.” ! grant it : yet that child is ſhe. 

whom I ſhall ardently love. Ah! you would 

not be ſurpriſed at this, if I were at liberty 

minutely to inform you of all that I have 

learned I have not ſeen that child: 
but I know her ſo well! In character and 
diſpoſition, ſhe bears a ſtriking reſem- | 
blance to her brother Edward. More- 
over I have ſeen her picture, and think her 
charming: but, were ſhe even deſtitute 
of beauty; ſhe would ſtil] be the perſon I 
ſhould wiſh to give you for your daughter- 
in-law: ſhe would be the perſon who would 
deſerve to be adopted by lady Elizabeth. 
She is ſoon to come to her family: in fix 
weeks hence I ſhall ſee her. I intend 
to accompany her father on his way to 
meet her. However, as the kind af feel- 
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ſured that I ſhall not raſhly form any en- 


gagement— that I ſhall examine and ob- 
ſerve in ſilence that I ſhall long reſſect 


without diſcloſing my thoughts. 


I have entirely taken charge of young 
Edward: he will be really uſeful to me 
in my travels; and I own to you that 1 
love him like a brother. Hitherto he ap- 


pears to me the moſt intereſting child 


that J have ever beheld. To- morrow we 


ſet out for Bern, where I ſhall remain a 
fortnight = then make a tour. to Lau- 
ſanne —after which we ſhall return to 
Zurich, there to await the moment of our 
departure for Holland. This little jour- 
ney will not at fartheſt exceed three 
weeks, After all theſe excurſions, I ſhall 


ing which I experience for her, cannot de- 
prive me of the uſe of my reaſon, be aſ- 


* # 
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ſhape my courſe to Hamburg, and Ae a 
* on to Copenhagen. 0 


Adieu, my affeCtionate mother ! Have 
the goodneſs to direct to me as uſual, at 
Mr. D***'s, Zurich.” From the number 
of your laſt letter, I obſerve with regret 

that you had written me one which has 
not come to my hands: and that I cer- 
tainly conſider as a ſerious loſs to me. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


EDWARD to bis Father. 


Bern, June 10, 


My dear papa, 


ON the day before yeſterday we were 


invited to a grand dinner at the houſe of 
the baroneſs de Pflemmingen. What 
gave me the greateſt pleaſure, was that 
Eugene was there. He ſtill continues to 
ſhow me the ſame friendſhip as formerly; 
and I bear him equal friendſhip in re- 


turn. I had not yet ſeen Lolotte ſince our 


departure from France: ſhe is grown very 


handſome and very engaging. In her 


company Eugene is charming. 
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As there was a world of company, 
we were placed at a little ſide- table, of 
which mademoiſelle Caillet did the ho- 
nours. I was ſeated between Eugene 
and Lolotte, and ſhould have thought 
our dinner- party very agreeable, had 
there not been two other perſons at the 
ſame table with us, who put us quite out 
of patience. The one is a young man of 
the age of fifteen, whoſe name is Emilius: 
he is ſon of the baron de Zurlach, a near 
relative of madame de Pflemmingen. 
The other is mademoiſelle Ulrica, ſiſter 
to that Emilius, and eighteen years old. 
She did not ſpeak much : ſhe was 
piqued, J fancy, at being excluded from 
the great table, and ſeeing herſelf placed 
in company with children. — She aſked 
me a few queſtions reſpecting lord Selby, 


in ſo rude and impolite a manner that I 


* 
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felt little inclination to return her any 
anſwer. As to Emilius, he was in very 
good humour: ſearcely were we ſeated 
at table, when he addreſſed me in a ſtyle 


of vulgar familarity *; and as my coun- 


tenance wore an air of coolneſs and aſto- 


niſhment, he told me tha? he plainly faw 


[ was an ariſtocrat ; adding, that, as to 


himfelf, he was a Jacobin and a ſans+ 
rulotte. Eugene was very ſhort and ſe+ 


vere upon him i I remained filent ; and 


Lolotte frankly told him that he was 
very tireſome.” - All this was not ſuf- 
ficient to filence him: he never ceaſed 


interrupting us, aſking us queſtions, ridt- 


culing us, and burſting into immoderate 


* 'The original has « in the thee-and-thou ſtyle.“ 
But the mere uſe of thee and thou does mot convey in 
Engliſh the ſame ideas of vulgarity, of familiarity, or of 


ſuperiority, as in French. 7. 
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- fits of laughter. — I never before had a 
conception that a young man could be ſo 


ridiculous and impertinent. 

After dinner, mademoiſelle Ulrica ſat 
down to the harpſichord, and ſang : ſhe 
is thought to have a fine voice, and to 
ſing very well. She was aſked for a cer- 
tain ariette, but anſwered that ſhe could 
not ſing it without the accompaniment - 


of the violin : whereupon lord Selby pro- 
poſed to have Charles his valet-de-cham- 
bre ſent for, who plays excellently on 
that inſtrument. Charles accordingly 
came, and the ariette was ſung. Ma- 
demoiſelle Ulrica was ſo well pleaſed 
with Charles's performance that ſhe re- 
queſted lord Selby to allow him to go 
occaſionally to her houſe to play. I evi- 
dently ſaw that mademoiſelle Ulrica was 


20 


extremely anxious to pleaſe lord Selby: | 


but her efforts were not at all ſucceſs- 
fa - > A 

The good Mr. Trumann was at thie 
dinner: I always view him with plea- 
ſure, well remembering” Eugene's me- 
moirs. Another of the gueſts was an 
emigrant lady, the counteſs de Lurce. 
Lord Selby thinks her very amiable, and 
ſays ſhe poſſeſſes many graces, becauſe ſhe 
is in every thing natural and un-affeCted. 
It is ſaid that the baron de Zurlach is 


in love with her, but that ſhe has re- 


fuſed to marry him. — Madame Q'Er- 
mont came in the afternoon on a viſit 
with her daughter : the poor girl has 
the jaundice, and appears very much de- 
jected. I approached madame d*Ermont 
to make ſome friendly inquiries con- 
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cerning her health and affairs: ſhe. im - 
mediately recogniſed me, and received 
me with ſach coolneſs as ſomewhat 
diſconcerted me. Mademoiſelle Virginia 
gave me. no better reception : but in a 
quarter of an hour after, madame d' Er- 
mont ſpoke to me of her own accord, 
and with a more conciliating look. She 
thinks that you and mama are in Eng- 
land. — This day lord Selby Teceived an 
invitation to dine at baron de Zurlach's : 
but he has declined it. 75 


The town of Bern is very adde! 
We have been to ſee the arſenal, the 
library, and the public walks. As we 
were taking the air on the terrace, ma- 
demoiſelle Ulrica, attended by a waiting 
woman, appeared in ſight. She imme- 
diately joined us, and continued ta walk 
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wich us; which I thought very ſtrange 
behaviour. She took lord Selby to taſk 


for having declined her father's invita- 


tion: ſhe requeſted him to name ſome 
other day, and preſſed him in ſo urgent 
a manner that he engaged for next week: 


but he has ſince told me, that, on the ap- 


pointed day, he will keep his room, and 
ſend an apology under pretence of indiſ- 


poſition. 


Adieu, my dear papa! I fay nothing 
to you concerning my ſtudies, becauſe I 
have given a particular account of them 
in the letter I ſend to mama. In a week 
hence we intend to ſet out for Lauſanne, 
unleſs we ſhould in the mean time re- 
ceive a letter from my dear papa, recall- 
ing us to Zurich. But I have no hope 


of that: for we calculate that Rouſſel : 
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cannot have reached Paris before the 
27th or 28th of May: — to plan all the 
neceſſary ſteps in concert with monſieur 
Dupleſſis muſt certainly require four or 
| five days; the preparations for flight, at 
; leaſt a week: and if my ſiſter wiſhes 
moreover to carry off a ſupply of money, 
and waits either to borrow, or. collect 
what is due to her, &c. — the whole to- 
gether may well cauſe a delay of above a 
- fortnight: — and then the time ſpent on 
her journey to. Holland, and a further pe- 
riod neceſſary for her letter written from 
Oudenade to reach Zurich. . . This 
morning lord Selby made all theſe calcula- 
tions, and told me it was impoſſible that the 
expected letter ſhould arrive in leſs than fix 
13 weeks, and that very probably two months 
may elapſe before we receive it. Tis a 
very long time to wait: but, on the other 


* 
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hand, how great will be our happineſs 

when that dear letter arrives! - This at 
leaſt is certain — that in September, at 
fartheſt, you will ſee all your children 
around you. Ah if my poor aunt could 
eſcape with Auguſtus and Adriana, we 
ſhould have nothing further to deſire.— 
Adieu, my dear papa! Will you be ſo 
good as to inform Juliette that I have 
executed all her commiſſions, and ſhall 
write her an anſwer by the next poſt? 


= 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


MELANIA vb OLYMPIA. 


none, June 12 


| Your ideas were Py my dear friend: 
I now ſee all my faults, and the exceſs 


of my imprudence. . . . We have been 
ordered to quit Lanfanne ! — my aunt is 
ſick — my father has ſcarcely any money 
remaining — and we muſt depart within 
a week! — I hinted to you in my laſt 
that I had a ſecret of conſequence to im- 
part to you : you pledge me your word 
of honour not to reveal it: I depend on 
your promiſe, and now proceed to com- 
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municate the whole affair. That place 


in the family of a German princeſs, 


Fhich has been propoſed to you for me, 
I am willing to accept, but on the fol- 
lowing condition. The yearly allowance 


offered me is fixty louis-d'ors, and I re- 
quire the payment of two years in ad- 


vance. If I obtain that favour, I ſhall put 
the whole ſum into your hands ; and, 


when I am gone, you will tell my father. 


that the money has been ſent to you from 
France to be forwatded to him. He will 


believe the ſtory; for he is much aſto- 


niſhed at receiving no remittances. With 
reſpect to myſelf, being provided with 
board and lodging, 4 ſhall have no oc- 
caſion for money: my camaieus and 
other little works will be more than ſuf- 


ficient to ſupply me with every thing elſe 
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36 
I may want, As to my ſalary, it ſhall 
| be ſolely appropriated to the uſe of my 


parents, ſo long as they continue in their 
preſent circumſtances. 


If we be refuſed the indulgence which 
I requeſt, Iwill not accept the place: my 
labour at preſent exempts me from being 
perſonally a burden to my father: I am 
"nevertheleſs willing to quit him for the 
ſake of rendering him ſome ſervice: but 
if that be out of the queſtion, I will not 
deprive myſelf of the happineſs of living 
with two perſons who are ſo dear to me, 
and beftowing on them all thoſe atten- 
tions. which they have a right to expect 
from my gratitude and attachment. For 
my intereſt they earneſtly wiſh that the 
treaty may ſucceed : but if my propofal 
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be rejected, I requeſt you, my dear Olym- 
pia, to tell them that the affair is come 
to nothing, and that the princeſs has 
changed her mind. — In caſe: of ſucceſs 
attending my wiſh, do not forget to 
write to my aunt that the expenſe of 
my journey is to be defrayed, that I may 
thus ſave my father ſo much money. 1 
have-already made arrangements for the 
ſale of my watch and ſeveral other little : 
articles. For the whole I am to receive 
four- and- twenty Iouis-d'ors, which you 
muſt pretend to ſend to me at Zurich. 1 


Adieu, my dear friend Let me have 
your anſwer as ſpeedily as poſſible. 1 
am very melancholy, and very uneaſy. 
Ah! be affured I ſhall never again take 


upon me to talk of politics or forms of 
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| | government. How happy are you, to 
have been always ſenſible and prudent, 


without the neceſſity of experience to 
render you ſol .. . . Adieu, dear Olym- 
pia! Remember that I impatiently await 
your anſwer. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


The counteſs DE LURCE to the baroneſs 
DE BLIMONT. 


Bern, June 12. 


I Congratulate you, my dear baroneſs, 
on having at length formed the reſo- 
lution of marrying your daughter to 
that amiable and virtuous merchant. I 
do not conceal from you that madame 
d'Ermont is incenſed at the idea: but 
Stephania will be happy, and conſe- 
quently your own happineſs is inſured. 
I too have had an opportunity of en- 
gaging in matrimony: my own conſent 
was the only thing wanting; and by 


— 
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— 


my ſeeming inclination to give it I ſuf- 


fered all the conſequent apprehenſions 


to be entertained by madame d'Ermont, 


who, ever ſteady to her principles, would 
have been inconſolable that I had mar- 
ried a democrat. © But, madam,” ſaid I 
to her, © he is a baron! I ſay nothing 
of his fortune : that is a trifling con- 


| fideration to an emigrant lady who is 


quite certain, as we all are, of a ſpeedy 
counter-revolution. But he is a noble- 
man of high rank: mademoiſelle Ulrica 
is entitled to admiſſion into all the chap- 
ters of Germany; which is more than 
any Frenchman can boaſt of; for all our 
families have been defiled by improper 
alliances. Thus I ſhall unite myſelf with, 


the pureſt blood: and what better match” 
can poſſibly be defired ?” To all this 


Jour couſin no otherwiſe anſwered than 


1 


41 
by mrugging her ſhoulders, and exclaim- 
ing © A Jacobin! a Jacobin!“ 


At length I paid her a viſit one morn- 
ing, and ſaid to her with an air of timi- 
dity and ſeriouſneſs, « Madam, I am 
come to inform you of.. - © Your 
marriage ?“ cried ſhe, interrupting me. — 
[ modeſtly hung down my head without 
anſwering. — © What!“ ſhe reſumed — 
« you give your hand to that infamous 
baron de Zurlach ?” and, without allow- 
ing me time to reply, - poſitively over- 
whelmed me with a torrent of abuſe, and 
concluded by declaring- that ſhe would 
never ſee me again. Her lungs being 
now completely exhauſted, ſhe was oblig- 
ed to ſtop to recover breath. During the 
pauſe, I reſumed my diſcourſe where it 
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had been interrupted, and, I am come, 


madam,” faid I, to inform you of the 
rupture that has taken place between ba- 
ron de Zurlach and me.“ — By her pre- 
ceding anger, you may judge of the joy 
and rapture which ſhe now experienced. 

Two days after this, ſhe received the 
letter in which you inform her of Ste- 
phania's match, On this occaſion ſhe 
could not object to the political princi- 


ples of the intended bridegroom: it was 


his birth alone that excited her regret: 


and inſtead of exclaiming A Jacobin! 


a Jacobin !“ ſhe now repeated with a 


ſigh, A merchant! a merchant!“ — She 


is ſo difficult to be pleaſed in point of 


matrimonial connexions, requires ſo yery 


nice a co-incidence of opinions and ſenti- 


— 
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ments, and is fo ſcrupulous on the ſcore 


of all the proprieties, that poor Virginia is 
in no ſmall danger of living and dying a 
maid. N : 


Monſieur d'Ermont has at length adopt- 

ed the reſolution of living more axcono- 
wically. He intends to quit Bern, and 
go ſettle at Richterweil, where, young 
Guſtavus his ſon now, refides. Madame 
d'Ermont is much mortified by this de- 
termination; and her daughter takes it fo 
much to heart, that ſhe has fallen into 


the jaundice in conſequence. In this 
they are very unreaſonable, and on that 
very account are juſtly entitled to com- 
paſſion: for pity is more particularly due 


to thoſe who ſuffer; and frivolous peo- 
ple are much more to be pitied in ad- 
verſity than thoſe who are endued with 
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good ſenſe and firmneſs of mind. Let us 


admire the latter: to the former let us 
endeavour to adminiſter conſolation. 


With reſpect to myſelf, y dear friend, 
I have juſt refuſed to me 
ſeſſed.of a hundred thouſand livres a year. 


a man poſ- 


My refuſal, however, was by no means 
given in conſequence of his political opi- 
nions; for I own to you I perfectly con- 
veive that a royaliſt wife may love a re- 
publican huſband: but no woman of 
principle can enter into a ſolemn engage- 
ment to © love, honour, and obey” for life 
the moſt contemptible and ridiculous be- 
ing upon earth. A melancholy ſituation 


is that in which the ſublimity of virtue 


becomes no other than a perſevering 
falſehood, which obliges a woman to 
conceal with all her art the unconquer- 
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able diſguſt ſhe feels in fulfilling her du- 
ties. In an exalted ſoul, eſteem may ſup- 


ply the place of every other ſentiment: 


and if my baron had only been dull and 
tireſome, but had withal poſſeſſed ſome 
good qualities, I might have been very 


happy with him — and the more ſo, as I 
already know by experience, what an- 


guiſh, what torments, ariſe from a- paſ- 
| fionate attachment, however legitimate 
it may be. . . . Beſides, I have now reach- 
ed the age of thirty-four ; and you will 


of courſe conclude that love is out of the 
queſtion with me. But I never will con- 


ſent to become the yoke-mate of a ſtupid 
ridiculous blockhead, at whoſe folly I 
ſhould be tempted to laugh -every in- 


ftant of the day. In addition to this ob- | 


jeQion, I could not endure the idea of 


46 


adopting beneide Vlrica and * 
brother as my children. 


We have had here among us for this 
fortnight paſt a very handſome and very 
amiable young Engliſhman, whoſe name 
is lord Selby. He has been fo fortunate 
as to pleaſe mademoiſelle Ulrica, who 
exerts all her powers of attraction to cap- 
. tivate him. It is a curious ſight to ob- 
ſerve her manœuvres for that purpoſe — 
fo ingenious |. ſo delicate! Lord Selby 
does not appear conſcious of his good 
| Fortune : mademoiſelle Ulrica begins ta 
be aſtoniſhed at his abſolutely frozen in- 
difference: the does me the honour of 
attributing to me the cauſe of it, and is 
jealous of me, becauſe lord Selby ꝓrefers 
my converſation to hers. This jealouſy 


* 


ar 


derts me beyond — and I let lip 
no opportunity of increaſing it. An 


_- 


Lord Selby has with him young d' Ar- 
milly, whoſe parents are ſaid to be in 


London: he is paſſionately fond of that 
boy, who is indeed a charming creature. 
I have never beheld a more engaging ap- 
pearance and demeanour : of courſe I 
was utterly ſurpriſed to ſee madame d'Er- 
mont receive him with that harſh coun- 
tenance which you now ſhe can aſſume 
when ſhe pleaſes, and dart at him from 
time to time an angry look — But ſhe 
gave me a very ſimple explanation of 
her conduct — the father and mother of 
this young d' Armilly approved of the 
revolution, and did not emigrate till eigh- 


teen months after us: conſequently it 
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is evident that the child is a young mon- 
Adieu, my amiable friend Let me 
know the time fixed for the wedding, 
that I may, during the whole of the 
nuptial day, at leaſt figure to myſelf your 
happineſs, and enjoy it with you. _ 
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| Ar length, my 5 fend TING formed an 
important determination: it was: abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; for all my reſources are 
exhauſted, and I do not chooſe to borrow, 
Chance has furniſhed me with an expedi- 
ent to extricate myſelf from difficulty; 
and I ſhall now confide to you my plan 
under the. ſeal of the ſtrifteſt ſeerecy. N 
About three weeks ſince, the baroneſs x 
de Pflemmingen mentioned in my hearing 
thar ſhe had juſt received a letter from 
Vienna, informing her of the death of the 
houſekeeper on one of her eſtates: the 
VOL. 11. o ot 


added that ſhe much regretted the loſs, 
and ſhould be very glad to find a woman 
to ſupply her place, and who at the ſame 
time poſſeſſed forne polite accompliſh- 
ments, in order that ſhe might hereafter 
help to complete Lolotte's education. 
With great preſence of mind I immedi- 
_ ately anſwered her that I:knew a woman 
who was very capable of fulfilling the ob- 
jet of: her wiſhes, and for whom I could 
venture to be reſponſible ;equally as for 
myſelf. — She objetted that. ſhe could not 
engage a French emigrant, becauſe the 
government would 'not. ſuffer it. I re- 
plied that the woman in queſtion was an 
Italian. — Hereupon the baroneſs with the 
moſt earneſt entreaties conjured. me to 
take all the neceſſary ſteps: ſhe aſked 
me where that woman was: I told her [ 
did not exactly know, but would. imme- 
diatelyi inquire. 


* 


Monſieur and madame d'Ermont being 
already gone from Bern, I am now quite 
at my eaſe to trump up my ſtory. Their 
preſence would have been a great reſtraint 
upon me : eoinpelled in that caſe to have 
intruſted them with my ſecret, Lam fure 
1 ſhould have been ill ſeconded by them, 
becauſe they would have accounted the 
project abſurd. — The baroneſs intends to 
continue her travels, and will not return 


4 


to Vienna before the expiration of two 
years. It is pow above two months fince 
I have announced my intention of quitting 
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Switzerland and going to ſettie in Den- i 
mark: thus every circumſtance ſeems 
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completely calculated to inſure the ſuc- 
ceſs of my project. I have in conſequence 
written to my friend the chevalier &'Ifelin 
at Bremen — intruſted him with the whole 
affair, and ſent him the draught of a letter 
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. 
which he was to write to me, for the pur- 
poſe of its being ſhown to the baroneſs. 


1 hape received the letter in which the 


chevalier, after beſtowing the higheſt en- 
comiums on my Italian lady (ſignora An- 


gelini), informs me that ſhe is at Prague, 


and that he often receives letters from her; 
adding that he has juſt written to propoſe <4 
to her the employment which madame 
de Pflemmingen offers ber: and here the 
affair reſts at preſent, 23 


: When you 8 this letter, my dear 
friend, I requeſt you to make mention 


of ſignora Angelina, as having taught the 
FH Italian language at Paris — as having 


given leſſons to Stephania — as having 


been univerſally. reſpected for the propri- 
ety of her conduct, her underſtanding, 
her knowledge, and the excellence of her 


— 


diſpoſition. © The'baroneſs is greatly mor- 
tified that mne tis at Prague: ſhe would 


have wiſhed to ſee her: but it is ſettled 
that if ſhe accepts the propoſal he ſhall 


repair directly from Prague to Vienna, 
and thence go to take up her abode at 


twelve leagues from that city, in the ſu- 


perb manſion of which ſhe i is to be * 


keeper. 985 . 


4 7 * 


It is unneceſſary to tell you the real 
name of this pretended Italian lady: you 
will eaſily gueſs that I am the perſon. 
Yes, my dear friend; I am determined to 
accept the office. I ſhall have little to 
do: I ſhall be ſole and ſovereign miſtreſs 
in that manſion during two years? I ſhall 


incur no expenſe ; and I hall have a very 


decent ſalary, an agreeable aſylum, and 
two years before me. If, at the expira- 


wy! tion 


384 
non of that period, affairs are not changed, 
I ſhall rand my ground, meet the return 
ol the baroneſs with intrepidity, and con- 
unue her houſe· keeper; a character which 
I think more noble and independent. than 


+ 


dat of her companion: for the latter ſta- 


tion requires, on all occaſions and at all 
Hours, an indeterminate, unlimited, and 
- conſequently ſervile, complaiſance ; where- 
- as the houſe-keeper has a certain routine 
vf duties traced out for her ſhe renders 
uſeful ſervices, receives a ſtated compen- 
ſation in return, as is quite natural — and, 
when ſhe has performed her allotted taſk, 
there exiſts, no further claim upon her; 
but her remaining hours are all at her 
own diſpoſal. Ladies who have employ- 
ments at the gourts of princes are thus 
circumſtanced ; their hours of ſervice are 
marked out: but, in private houſes, ladies 
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; 53 FS lh. 
are treated with politeneſs, and even, if 
their patroneſſes have a due ſenſe of bo- 
nour and delicacy, with great attention: 
but there is nothing more dangerous than 
a deluſive appearance of equality: 1 
ſhould a thouſand times ptefer to it an 
openly - acknowledged and well - regu- 
lated ſubordination. In ſhort, to ſee my- 

_ ſelf conſined by my duty to remain at my 
poſt in a drawing room, would to me be 
inſupportable; and the idea of a profeſ- 
ſional obligation to pleaſe would infalli- 
bly render me the moſt aukward and in- 
ſipid creature in the univetſe. Perſons 
of candid unaffected character cannot ſhow 
to advantage, unleſs When they feel them - 
ſelves perfectly unconſtrained: conſtraint 
deprives them of all their attractions: 
their natural ſimplicity is intereſting; but 
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chat charm is totally deſtroyed from the 
moment when they form a feſolution of 
e they are then inferior to thoſe 
a people who are in the conſtant practice 
of acting a borrowed part; for the latter 
have at leaſt the advantage of habit and of 
eee i 
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3 7 ſoon as my ifair 4 is Bally conclud- 


6, I ſhall inform you of it: and then, 
inſtead of lamenting my lot, you will 
congratulate me; for T aſſure you I ſhall 

be very happy. In our fituation we muſt 
baniſh all reoollection of the paſt — and, 

- inſtead of fegretting what we have loſt, 

\ employ our thoughts on the means of turn - 

-ing to the beſt advantage what yet re- 

mains to us. We have the advantages of 

: education, reſources to prevent our days 

from becoming irkſome, and the uſeful 


* 
leſſons of misfortune: with ſuch ma- 
terials to work upon, we may frame to 
ourſelves a little ſyſtem of philoſophy that 
will prove extremely ſalutary, and pro · 
ductiye of great conſolation. 125 How 
many houſe-keepers have I ſeen, who 
were perfectly happy and why ſhould ; 
not I be equally ſo? Becauſe I poſſeſs, a 
more cultivated mind than they? But for 
that very reaſon I ſhall be leſs at a loſs for 
employment, and ſhall have an advantage 
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over them in the enjoyment of very ex- 
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quilite Pleaſures with which they are un- 
_ acquainted, Thus, in, a ſation which, is 
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naturally quiet and eaſy, I ſhall enjoy . 
crowd of amuſements of which the others 
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are deprived : and, on the. whole, [ con- 
clude that I ſhall be the ane of hoyſe- 
keepers. - N 
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When! lived at court, I was very far 
© y 


- 


58 


from fancying myſelf bleſt with ſuch 


happineſs in the ſtation I then filled. Do 


you recollect all the lamentations you and 


'Þ uſed to make at the time ? how we felt 
our indignation raiſed by the infamous 


E - 


practices of caballing courtiers, by the 


ſucceſs of their intrigues, by the weakneſs 
and ingratitude of princes? how difguſt. 
ed we were with the formalities of eti- 


quette, and the inceffant hurrying to per- 
form our-duties at Verfailles? It is well 


cifely what people forget. By theaccount 


of certain emigrants — madame d'Ermont 


for inſtance — it would feem as if the 


court of France had been a terreſtrial para- 


diſe where we had al} been treated as favo- 
rites: yet our happineſs amounted to 
nothing more than the pleaſure of ſquan- 


dering our property in horſes and fine 
clothes, in order to go and ſwell a crowd 


30 


in which we were loſt ; and the favour 
we enjoyed was conſmed to that of hear- 
ing once a week theſe agreeable phraſes | 


— At what hour did you arrive?“ — 
« Do you fleep here?“ — © Do you go 
back to-night?” —So far as reſpects my- 
ſelf, 1 aflure you L have neyer- bad the 
trouble of anſwering on fuch occaſions: 


for in my whole life I have never in 


France ſeen a prince or princeſs wait for 


an anſwer to a queſtion *. ENF 1 


Adieu, my friend! Write me two let- 
ters in anſwer to this —— the one for my- 
ſelf, the other to be ſhown to the haroneſs: 
and, in the latter, I requeſt you may par- 
ticularly dwell on the enumeration and 
praiſe of ignora Angelini's qualifications. 


* That is to ſay, on public days. The picture is here 
ſomewhat heightened in the colouripg: but in gan, 
is truly in character. 5 6 
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| My dear papa. 4 1 | 
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2 We have had a charming adventure, 1 
| of which I mean to e Py ech cir 
F eee 5 30d” e 
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Yeſterday lord Selby and Ivent to take 
| | a a walk out of town. — We had proceeded 
\ ; Half a league, when we met the baron de 
| Zurlach and his ſon, who were alſo on 
foot. They immediately joined us; acir- 


cumſtance which afforded us no“ great 
; | ; pleaſure, as we were not deſirous of their 
company: and, beſides, in walking with 
| | them, we were obliged to move flowly, 
becauſe the baron is extremely corpu- 


\ 


SY 


hour Emilius cried out that he ſaw a 
houſe on' fire. —We looked to our leſt, 
and in fact diſcovered at a diſtance a cot- 


and a fick child. Lord Selby had ruſhed 


1 
lent, and is foon out of breath when he 
walks faſt. In about a quarter of an 


en flames. We all immediately 
ran toward the ſpot, except the baron, 
who now remained alone. Lord Selby 
runs with remarkable ſpeed, and ſoon 
outſtripped us: but I left Emilius behind 
me, and in a few minutes arrived near 
the cottage, which ſtands: ifolated in a 
Satoh tld malt foot: 

£408 £25 Wo » Ig 1: > S133 4-31 D Sad 
On a rock a few yards diſtant I ſaw a 
young girl ſeated, who held two children, 
and weeping and lamenting told me there 
were ſtill in the houſe a deerepit old man 


into the cottage : J followed him: all 


| He what haſte I could to eſcape. In my paſ- 


was in'a blaze; and I knew not which 
way to proceed; when I heard lord Sel- 
by's voice on the right hand direction. 
Thither I turned: he had in his arms the 
old man, and, .orying out to me, © Take 
the child who. is in the cradle,” immedi- 
| , ately diſappeared. I ſtooped over the 
| cradle; the child was. pale and had his + 
| eyes ſhut: he was aſleep: I thought he 
had been ſmothered by the ſmoke; and 
the idea gave me inconceivable pain. 
However, as I was not certain of the fact, 
1 took bim from the cradle, and made 


ſage out, a great piece of burning wood 
fell on my ſhoulder, but happily. did not 
touch the child. At this moment he 
opened his eyes and began to ery: where- 
upon I was tranſported with joy, and 
ſprang out of the cottage. 
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It was preciſely at this inſtant that 


Emilius arrived: I told him that every 
body was faved : at which words his firſt 
impulſe was to attempt to take my child 
from me. I would not have reſigned him 
for the empire of the univerſe, and 1 with 
ſome violence puſhed away Emilius, who | 
immediately turned toward the cottage, 
and, to my great aſtoniſhment, entered it, 


although he knew there was nobody re- 


maining in it. In a minute after, he 


came out again with part of his coat and 
all his hair ſinged, but carrying my child's 
cradle, which he brought to me, ſaying, 


„At leaſt it ſhall not be faid that I have 
ſaved nothing.“ — Is not this a charming 
trait? Inever ſhould have expected it of a 
young man of whom I entertained fo bad 
an opinion. I moſt cordially embraced him, 


laid my child in the -cradle, and took off 
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my coat to cover him; for the evening 
air was 8 to . old. 


linen lord Selby had. RGA the | 


old man-on the graſs, and, on queſtioning 


him, learned that the cottage belonged 
to the old man's ſon, who, with his wife 


> 


and eldeſt boy, was gone to town to ſell 


eggs, milk, and vegetables. They had 
left in the houſe the old man, a young 
ſervant · girl, and three children, of whom 
the youngeſt the one I had ſaved — who 
was three years old, was ſomewhat ſick, 


and in bed. The fire began, nobody 


knew how, and ſoon. raged with great 
violence: the ſervant, in affright, haſtily 
eſcaped with the two other children, forgot 


the poor little ſick one, never recolle d- 


ed him till ſhe was out of the cottage, and 
then had not the courage to re-enter it. 


We were not ten minutes out of the 
houſe when we . ſazy people crowding to 

us from all quarters, and, among the reſt, 
the baron de Zurlach, who behaved, very 
well on the occaſion ; for he gave the un- 
fortunate ſufferers as much as lord Selby. 

A cart was ſent for, and the old man placed 

in it, to be conveyed to another cottage 

five or: ſix hundred yards diſtant, where 1 
the burnt-out family were lodged through | 1 
the care and exertions of lord Selby. Icar- | 
ried-thither my child, recommended him 
ſtrongly to protection, and, before I came 
away, examined his little accommoda- 
tions, which are very neat. This child, 
though pale, is the fineſt child in the 
world: the poor little innocent, when I 

kiſſed him in his cradle by way of adieu, 
ſmiled on me. The tears immediately 

ſtarted into my eyes. Oh! papa! What 
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happineſs for me, to have faved the dear 
little angel's life! During the whole 
night my thoughts were occupied by him 


Trofe early the next — arid re- 
queſted of lord Selby that he would permit 
me to go ſee my child again, and take a phy- 
ſician with me. Lord Selby ſmiled, and 
with his uſual | kindneſs told me he would 
accompany us, becauſe he too ſhould like 
to ſee his old man again. We according 
went all three to the cottage, lord Selby, 
a phyſician, and I. My child is in a fair 

way, and the Phyſician ſays his conſtitu- 
tion ĩs very good; which information gave 
me great pleaſure. You feel, my dear 
papa, what an intereſt I take in the life 
of this poor little innocent. I repeatedly 
fondled him: he is not at all croſs: he 


_ is 
dab den es bee, times 7 be bes 8 


charming ſmile; and I have. never ſeen a 
more beautiful child. His father and 
mother were now preſent, who with tears 


in their eyes returned us a profuſion of 


thanks. Lord Selby gave them fifty 


louis-d'ors : the baron de Zurlach gave 


as much; and, beſides, the baraneſs de 


Pflemmingen, at whoſe houſe we dined, 
made a little collection for them, which, 


together with what was given by herſelf 
and by Mr. Trumann, amounted to fifty- 


two louis. — The poor burnt-out family 
are extremely grateful. 


For my part, I intend to clothe my 


child; Eugene and Lolotte have under- 


taken to clothe the other two; and we 


bave ſettled that Emilius ſhould furniſh 


little ſheets and . blankets for the cradle 
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08 
which be ſo courageouſly ed As long 
as we remain at Bern, 1 will go ſee 

my dear child every day; and, at my de- 
parture, I confeſs I ſhall be much grieved 
by the idea of never ſeeing him more. 


lam obliged to conclude this letter in 
b haſte, becauſe, lord Selby is now wait · 
ing for me to return an anſwer in German 
to a letter on buſineſs which he received 
yeſterday. — Adieu, dear papa] Your ſon 
embraces you with all his ſoul. 
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N LETTER XLII. 


Monfieur DE BOSSIERE to monfieur 8 | 


Zurich, 12 5 27. 


1 RETURN you thanks, my dear friend, 
for your kind offer: but Providence has 

juſt ſent me an unexpected ſupply which 
will entirely extricate us from our em- 
barraſſments. I have received from Paris 
a hundred and twenty louis, which were 
directed to monſieur D* at, Zugigh, de- 

companied by a letter in an unknoyn 
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hand, requeſting him to forward that mo- 
ney to me * With this little ſum, and 
our own labour, we. are now, thank 
God free from all anxiety: Nn 
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® The Al will recolle& that this 3 comes 
from his own daughter Melania, - See page 35. 
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is gone : the ſeparation was painful ; yet : 
'tis a great conſolation to us to ſee a pro- 
viſion at length ſecured to that child 
whom we fo dearly love. She has an 
honourable employment : he will be in 
the family of an. amiable and virtuous 
princeſs: the will live at an agreeable. | 
| court, where I hope ſhe may hereafter 
Procure herſelf: a FIN eſtabliſhment. 
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You are uneaſy on account of the ex- 
penſe which you ſuppoſe I muſt have in. 
curred on this occaſion for my daughter: 
but I have incurred none : for her tra- 
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- veling charges have- been defrayed —a1 
circuniſtance which I had not expected. 


= > " 
[1 
— mock — - 
0 Pi 
: 


an ps — 
_ — » F — — . * 
x % „ ͤ [[ UH—T— 


— —— — 
f 


She ſet out in company with a womat | 
and her huſband, acquaintances of mon. 
| fieur Deu, who are going directly to 
**, and 2 whom ſhe travels at joint 


ws 2 
* 6 — 1 
- 
- * — 
CS — 7 9 
2 ; = — 
— ' —— ˖——— 7˖7˖ꝙ«ð—⁵ʃ 


em . 
6 
— —— — CE — OOO 


a= 
— 
— — 


2 
» _ * 
— 


. . 
. — ( oe 
- 


EEE Is 


— 
_ 
—— 
— 
— — — — 


- — 
2 9 
V by 
- ” 1 
* - | N 74 % 
”# - P 
" = 
o _ 


expenſe; and moreover madame D- 
has lent her a truſty ſervant who is to 
attend her during the whole journey. I. 
aſſure you, my friend, that, if I had as 
little anxiety reſpeQing the fate of my 

ſon, I ſhould feel myſelf happy. When, 
one is a father, and labours under. no ap- 
prehenſions concerning: his. children, it 


requires no great ela ad be eee, 


19 
3 £ 


My. ſiſter is much dejected in conſe - 
quence of her niece's departure. The. 
loſs of Melania creates, each day, an ir- 
reparable blank before her. And in- 
deed, my friend, how diſmal a houſe ap- 
pears, when one no longer ſees in it a 
beloved object on whom our eyes were 
accuſtomed to dwell with ſo much pleas. 
ſure — and, whoſe youth, attractions, and 


72 5 
chearful temper, afforded ſuch conſola- 
tory relaxation to the care- fraught mind! Bl 
My iter repeatedly declares that ſhe is 
delighted with the happy cauſe of this ſe- | 
paration 1 and the certainly ſpeaks as ſhe 
thinks : nevertheleſs, at the hour when 
Melania was accuſtomed to ſit down to 
ſing to her forte: piano, my ſiſter vainly en- 
deavours to conceal the burſting tear 
which eſcapes in ſpite of her efforts to 
ſuppreſs it. At dinner, at ſupper, ſhe is 
affected in the ſame manner on feeing the 
number of covers diminiſhed, and a place 
uhoccupied. . . dhe yeſterday remarked 
that the firſt moments of an * abſence 
which is to be of long duration are at. 
tended with all the bitterneſs 'of the eter- 
nal ſeparation cauſed by death: an in- 
ftiite number of minute circumſtances 
give to them - that melancholy reſem- 


173 
blance, and, above all the others, the 


dreadful idea;that the parties may per- 
haps never ſee each other again, 
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Adieu, my friend! Write to us as often 
as you can. Recollect, that, to perſons 
living in ſolitude like ours, the lettem d 
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orator, Dolioysf Bern, Jy 63 
"Si HAVE fs abn. r hiſtory to relate 
10 you, fir, that I flatter myſelf it may for | 
a moment divert madame d' Armillys 
mind from its profound melancholy. It 
_ very pleaſing hope that I indulge, 
and one which makes me undertake 
with pleaſure a pretty long narrative. I 
know that Edward, who is not ſparing in 
the detail of particulars when he writes, 


- 


and eſpecially when his letters are in 

| tended for you, has mentioned to you the 
| baron de Zurlach and his family, and 
that you are not ignorant that made- 
moiſelle Ulrica ſings very well, or that 


** 
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Charles, my valet · de · chambre, was in the 
habit of frequently going to ber father's 
houſe to accompany her with his violin. 


— When I ſet out for Lauſanne, left 
him behind me at Bern in complimncs 


with mademoiſelle 'Ulrica's requeſt : on 
my return I aſked him whether he had 
often played at the baron's; and he an- 
ſwered that he had regularly ſpent two or 
three hours there oy day; - vivid 


* 


You know I have a regard for the youn g 
fellow : — he poſſeſſes indeed no' great 
capacity, and is of very little ſervice to 
me: but I have known him from a boy: 
he was taken into the family by my late 
father, who wiſhed to have him brought 
up with me. Charles had no inclination 
for any thing but muſic : it was with | 
difficulty he was taught to read and 
E 2 | 


76 


Vite and wir very indifferently. 1 was 


* 


_ following. day-at noon, and that ſhe moſt 
- earneſtly entreated me not to diſappoint 


refslved therefore tomake him a muſician: 


but, even in this his favourite purſuit, his 


innate-indofence prevented him from per- 
fecting himſelf: all his proficiĩeney in the 
art has extended no further than the ac- 


— quiſition of a pleaſing companionable ta- 


unt; and his utmoſt ambition aſpired no 
higher than to an n in my 


ſervice. Re 


4.1 Laſk tueſdaꝝ vigbt, in undreſſing me, he 
told me in a myſterious manner that 
mademoiſelle de Zurlach had commu 
ſoned bim to inform me that ſhe wiſhed to 
have a private converſation with me. the 


My ſurpriſe was extreme: for | had 


never been more than twice at the haron's 


EN! | . 
F 
ns Cn 
the cottage on fire. It is true that made- 
moiſelle Ulrica treated me with: great 
kindneſs during ſome little time after 1 
firſt came to this place a but, ſoon paſſing 
to the contrary extreme; ſhe. gave me rea - 
ſon to ſuppoſe that I had incurred her en- 
mit y by ſome unintentional fault, of which 
Lam ignorant. Charles's myſterious look. 
inducing. me to imagine that he was bet» 
ter acquainted with the nature of the by- 
ſineſs than he choſe to appear, I accord- 
ingly queſtioned him. He was confuſed 
— turned pale — bluſhed. I became more 
urgent; and at length, after a moment's 
ſilence, Well, then, my 1. " Wow 
Atte affair relates to me.” fs 
* * Toyou!— what denen mean?” „ 
Jes, my lord. NR aug. I hape your 
lordſhip wall not be angry with * ++:oV's 
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a fortune as that.. | 


+ Married! and to whom?” 
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of "OY 1 TY I ſhould never have | 
thought of it: but! could not refuſe ſuch 


Well! but to the point yy . 
ed 1 You wiſh to quit me, and enter 
into the baron's ſervice? ? 
At this queſtion Charles put on a ſmile 
67 diſdain, and, Thank God 2 he ex- 
claimed, I ſhall never more be any- 
body's ſervant! No, my lord, you don't 
underſtand the matter: the point in | queſ- | 
tin is my being married. 


«My lord, you will de angry. - +515 
I Yes, if you perſiſt i in refuſing to an- 
wer me. — Who is the woman 4: intend 
to marry ne | 
« Since your lordſhip commapds me, | 
muſt name her — it is wnademoiſelle < de 
'Zurlach.” aas 30 
* Mademoiſelle de Zurach. 8 
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eee the bays * given his en 
fant Td an : 


«Oh! een we 3 
no apprehenſion from him: he has none 


of the old prejudices . birth: 
quite the reverſe.” ' _ 


£ « is: 


But in this: caſe, NS Bp its "quits 


ſettled : p what, then, wa mademoiſelle ; 


Ulrica want with me? 7. Atti att tes 


« My lord, ſhe will e that't to 15 S 


1 herſelf; and I conjure you to go * have 
4 converſation with ber- 2 Bach int 


'S: +4. Tow 1239 


Our 2 which I have tranſlated 


for you into French, was much longer: 
but this was all the explanation I could 


obtain from Charles. You may form to 
yourſelf an idea of my aſtoniſhment. Not- 
| vithſtanding all the baron's Jacobiniſm, 
| could not conceive that his ſentiments 


Ul 
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were ſo baſely degraded: for, as to his 
daughter, I confeſe I was leſs ſurpriſed at 
the degradation of hers, She diſplays 
0 groſs and diſguſting a vulgarity,” fach | 
extraordinary freedom of manners, that 
— trained up as ſhe has been in the moſt - 
extravagant principles of democracy and 
modern philoſophy I thought it quite 
natural, as ſhe is totally deſtirute of un- 
derſtanding, modeſty, and elevation of 
ſoul, that ſhe ſhould not feel the abſardity_ 
and baſeneſs of fo ridiculous a choice, 
and ſhould be captivated by a pleaſing 
accompliſhment and a handſome figure. 


Curioſity urged me to conſent to the 
appointment, and I went to her the next 
day at the hour ſhe had named. The ba - 
ron was gone out: but his daughter was 
at home waiting for me. 1 was ſhown 
into her little-concert-room, where I found | 


31 | 75 
her alone. She began by thanking me 
with a very un- embarraſfed countenance 
for my punRuality in keeping the appoint- 
ment made me take a feat by her ſide 
and then cavalierly aſced whether Charles 
had ſpoken to me of the buſineſs in agitas! 
tion. I repeated to her every thing be 
had ſaid to me: whereupon ſhe anſwered 
with a ſmile, .I ſuppoſe it eee ry! 
nn. to an . like __ [LARS 
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Without Wee to this firſt wks, 

which was ſo novel and ſo delicate, I aſl 
ed in what manner I could be ſerviceable 
to her: to which ſne anſwered that ſhe” 
wiſhed me to ſpeak” to ber father and 
make him the fir propoſal 1 * | 
intended marriage. | ba 


4 ; 1 _- . 


* How * I 23 — « your father 
then is ignorant of your ſentiments?” w_ 
E 5 : 
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2 4 « Oh! he does not even ſuſpect them.” 
And you wiſh that I ſhould be the 
perſon to inform him? . ; 
Why, tis nothing more than . , 
is natural: tis from you the propoſal 
ſhould come, as ſupplying the place v of a 
father to Charles. 
ra. hardly conſider my ſelf as hier 
| to a man as old as myſelf. Beſides, 
Charles has a father living, who follows 
the trade of a ſhoemaker in London. 
That is not true: he has retired fam | 
ob 8 1 
Ne. l if Charles has | 
Wan dn a en” one a 
Be that as it may, tis quite equal to, 
me: a ſhoemaker is a man as well as any 
body elſe; and all men are made of like 
eh and blood with us. — But in ſhort, 
fince Charles has nobody elſe here to 
make the propoſal for him, you cannot 


3 


* 


refuſe to make it: at leaſt you will not 


deny that you ought to conſider him as a 
brother, ſince you and he were brought 
up together, and your father loved him 
as his own. child. e 
5 But, mademoiſelle, my Me. did 
ps adopt him, ſince he left him in his 
ſervile ſtation: and a proof of my not con- 
ſidering him as a brother, is chat 1 
keep him as my valet · de · chambre. 
At theſe words mademoiſelle Ulrica, 


reddening with rage and darting at me an 


indignant look, exclaimed — That is 


the true language of an ariſtocrat ! *Tis 


ſhocking, 'tis ſcandalous, to ſpeak thus 


of a young man with whom you have been | 


brought up from the” cradle, merely be- 
cauſe he is not the ſon of a duke. But, for 


my part, I prefer him to all the lords of | 


England,” 


®6 7 4 
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I perceived the rcke that Was intthha: 
ed for me in this laſt remark: but, without 
8 feeming tonotice its drift, Allow me, ma- 
demoifelle, fald I, to aſk you whether 
you have ſeriouſly reflected on the conſe- 

quences of ſo extraordinary a reſolurion ** 

« Oh! I have perfectly made vp my 
mind on the fubjett: 1 tove bim, and wilt 
never have any other huſband than him. 

Y But you are ſcarcely acquainted with 
him. — Befides, you could converfe with 
him only in French: and he underſtands 
fo Nttle of that language, and ſpeaks it 
fo ill, that it is impoſſible you can have 
even aſuperficial idea of his deere ot 
underſtanding — 

«Oh! I care nothin g about fins fpevvties 
I do not like your learned fs. 
0 How could mad&moifette de Zuttach 
poſſibly think of marrying a man whem 
every one has ſeen in my ſeryice?” 


95 

am perfebtly indifferent'to what the 
world may ſay. Befides 1 have ſettled 
all that: PII” marry him Here privately: 


then we will ſet out, and return to my 


country, where nobody knows bim.“ 


And you think that your father WI 


take no ſtep to prevent the executlon of 
ſuch a ſcheme?” . 
« Why ſhould my father oppoſe it? 
ſince from morning to night he never 
ceaſes to aſſert that nobility is mere non- 
ſenſe that all men are perfectiy equal = 
and that the fans-culottes have a hundred 
times more ſenſe, and genius, and virtue, 


; | | $- 
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than the nobles.” + +0 


= Nobility, I grant, is but a matter of 


pure convention, ne many other things 


ckablimed in ſociety: and, without ex. 


aminin 8 whether that convention to which! 
it owes its exiſtence be uſeful or abfurd; 
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86 
1 certainly will allow that it confers. no 


real merit, ſince true merit has its ſource 
in the ſoul alone. And I ſhould conceive 
myſelf unjuſtifiable, mademoiſelle, if I at- 


tempted to deny that there are perſons of 
exalted birth who harbour very groyeling 


ſentiments, while many individuals of 


plebeian origin are animated by ſentiments 
of the moſt noble kind. It is not neceſ- 


ſary to become a democrat, to ſee and ac- 


knowledge theſe. truths: they are con- _ 
teſted by none, at leaſt by none who rank 


with people of ſenſe. Thus, to ſet a value : 


on birth, is not merely ſuffering ourſelyes 


to be led by * prejudice:” it is no more 


than paying deference to a convention 
univerſally eſtabliſhed, and which, ſo long 
as it continues, may reaſonably be allowed 


to make us conſider noble birth as an ad- 
vantage. There is a wide difference be- 


87 
tween refpecting eſtabliſned conventions, 
and adopting hurtful or ridiculous preju-, 
_ dices: the former are a kind of laws ; and 
we are bound to ſubmit to the laws 
even thou gh reaſon. diſapprove em ; 
when they do not preſcribe any thing 


contrary to morality. For. ipſtance, all, 


the forms of politeneſs, and almoſt all the 
rules of mere decency, are nothing more 
than matters of pure. convention : and. 


there are ſome of them ſo frivolous that. 


it is difficult to conceive how mankind. 
ſhould univerſally agree to obſerve. them. | 
Nevertheleſs, if we were to refuſe ſub- 
miſſion to the reſtraint which they impoſe, 
we ſhould be hunted from ſociety ; for 
the general voice would be raiſed againſt 
us, taxing us with intolerable rudeneſs 


and diſguſting effrontery. — Permit me 


now to aſk whether a young lady, the 
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daughter of a man of quality, does not 
overſtep all the "eſtabliſhed conventions, 
and tranſgrefs all the generally received 
rules of propriety, when ſhe determines 
to marry a merial ſervant” oo 

Oh! 1 de not underſtand one word 
of all coſe fine ſpeeches.” | —— 
gut have you anticipated the conſe- 
quences of your ſcheme, ſuppofing even 
that your father Tthonld approve it? Have W 
you reftected that the reſt of your family 
would break off all connexion with you?” - 

* What 1 is that to me? My father 1s 
ſufficiently rich to enable us to do with- a 
out them.“ 

ce But all thoſe of your own rank in 
life will refuſe to ſee you.” 

So much the worſe for wem! 1 care 
little about * e 

„Have you conſidered that your father 


your elke dark io db nee 


as ſoon ub they hear of @harlts'saltonith- 

ing good fortune, will: probably gu and a 

ſeitle in your neighbourtioed : 2 
Wels, and if they do, I will hut my 


door in their faces ; I ſhall not deobliged 
to admit them. / Elu pw 1 54 
* I ſhould have thought the colmthiry. 
But at leaſt you will a that Charles 
could not well -edaye to them, 1 in this 
manner? . og 
« Well, then, we'll give them a. little 
ay to go about theit duſimeſs. 
I ben n wann 5 hem? 


duct to be ſwayed by what you! call 


ptejudices, and this, at the very mot 
ment when your moſt ſuored duty ſheuld 
teach you to deſpiſe them; for you Wal 
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daughter of a man of quality, does not 
overſtep all the eſtabliſhed conventions, 
and tranſgreſs all the generally received 
wales of propriety, when the determines 
to marry a merial ſervant.” = | 
Oh! 1 doe not underſtand one word 
of all thoſe fine ſpecches.” 
But have you anticipated the conſe- 
quences of your ſcheme, ſuppofing even 
that your father ſthonld approve it? Have 
you reflefted that the reſt of your family - 
would break off all connexion with you?” - 
What is that to me? My father is 
ſuffciently rich to enable us to do with- 
out them.” 8 9 85 
« But all thoſe of your own rank in 
life will refuſe to ſee you.” 
So much the worſe for wem! 1 care 
little about! it.“ 15 
„Have you "_ that your father- . 


| 6 


Auen ae bb ensbes abe lie te aud 
your brother-in-law the tallow-chandier, 
as ſoon ab they hear of Gharlts'saltoniſh- | 
ing good fortune, 1 
ſottle in your neighbourhood ꝰ :?: 

Wels, and if they do, I will ey 
door in their faces; I ſhall not be obliged 
to admit then.“ BlU . 

* I ſhould have thought the combiey. 
But at leaſt you will a that Charles 
could not well te! ! in this 
manner?“ 0g 

« Well, then, we'll give S little 
money to go about theit duſineſs. 

Then you'll be aſhamed of 1 
Thea, after all, you will ſaffer your con- 
duct to be ſwayed by what you! call 
ptejudices, and this, at the very mo- 
ment when your moſt ſuored duty ſnhould 
teach you to deſpiſe them; for (you wall 
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then de related to them by the ties of 

daughter and ſiſter. Acknowledge there- 

fore that it is not quite ſo eaſy as yon 

| imagine to ſet one's ſelf entirely above 
the opinion of the world. . Thoſe repub- 

. lican flouriſhes 'may: paſs well enough i in 

converſation: but any attempt to act up 

to them n * utterly impracti- 
cable.” 7 1 a9 13 1 5 

+ I pluinly-percetve that you ſay all 

this in order to diſguſt me: but tis to no 

er 1 on 


7 : | 4 7 
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As wademeiſele U Ulrica concluded this 
ſentence, the door opened, and her father 
appeared. Ah ha?!” faid he laughing — 
have caught you at it!... Well, my 
lord, why do you look fo ſerious? Nay, 
I am not a very ſevere Mentor: and al- 


though I may happen to interrupt private 


 # 


01 
converſations, at leaſt I do not prohibit 
e eee ee 


This . the more Wen con- 
3 me of the baron” s miſtake, as I 
was not ignorant, that, very ſoon after 
my arrival here, he had deſtined for me 
the happy lot of becoming his ſon- in- la -w-. 
Thus his error threw me into a very ſeri- 
ous. embarraſſment: I ſtammered out a 
very unmeaning anſwer, and was pre- 
paring to withdraw, when mademoiſelle 
Ulrica ſtopped me, ſaying, © No! no! 
you ſha'n't go! — Papa,” continued ſhe, 
“J have requeſted his lordthip to aſk' you 
2 een and he has not courage to do 
: but do you force him to tell you the 
=o buſineſs.” — Saying theſe words, 
ſhe kiſſed her father's check, and haſtily 
darted out of the room. Arn 2 


be little" madoap ! % exclaimed the 
baron — © Confeſs, my lord, that this un- 


ö affected ſimplicity is at leaſt equally en- 
gaging as the prudery of your Engliſh 
ladies! — But let us hear this grand ſecret 
which you are to diſcloſe to me: come 
don't be afraid! What the deuce Jam 
not of a diſpoſition to inſpire ſentiments 
of awe: and moreover my heart is filled 
with eſteem and friendfhip for you; fo 
that I have icertainly ſome right to your 


Vnavailing were the baron's attempts 
to excite my courage: I'yemained mo- 
tionleſs and ſpeechleſs ; for I was truly 
petrified with aſtoniſnment at the incon- 
ceivable ſhameleſſneſs of his daughter; 
and within myſelf I heartily curſed the 
fooliſh curioſity which had impelled me 
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to agree to this, ridiculous: appointment. 
At length, being clofely urged by the ba- 
ron — “ No, fir?” ſaid 1 * no! I will 
not perform the extraordinary commiſſion 
with which ſhe has charged me: for I 
could not without the —— exceſs: of- 
inſolence . ie . 

Nay, my dear fiend,” intorupted 
the baron, “this is talking in a quite ex- 


travagant ſtyle. Is it becauſe I am a. de- 


moerat? Egad, my political: opinions do 


not prevent me from feeling, that, ib you 


had an inelination for my daughter, it 
would be doing her infinite honour. 
Hark ' ye, I ſhall now ſpeak to you!with- 
out diſguiſe — I have, long perceived 
that the wench had a Rking for you, and 
that, without wiſhing to make any body 
the wiſer, you were on terms of: mutual 
good underſtanding. You: do not ſarely 
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94 
think me ſufficiently ſimple to have ima- 


gined that your Charles came here every 
day for no other purpoſe than that of 


ſcraping his fiddle? It required no great 
portion of ſagacity to ſuppoſe there might 


be ſome little ſecret meſſages in the caſe. 

And then Ulrica uſed to expect him with 

ſo much impatience ! and whenever 1 
| happened by chance to enter the apart- 
ment where they were, I always found . 


them in deep diſcourſe: and my daughter 


was ſo anxious that I ſhould withdraw 


For three weeks paſt I have been diverted 


beyond meaſure with theſe little maneeu- 
vres! I am an old practitioner; and, 
fimple as I look, I can fee what's what. 
ls After what has now been faid, you 
cannot feel yourſelf under the ſmalleſt 


reſtraint: ſo let us 10 to an une qui- | 
vocal explanation.“ „ul 008 


95 

Sir, replied I, © you are ae 
Your daughter does not entertain a 
thought of me. Laſt night my valet in- 


formed me that ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak with 


me ; and I came here in obedience to her 
commands. She has made me the con- 
fdant of a ſecret which has no relation 
to myſelf, and which is of ſuch a nature 


that I can conſider it in no other light 


than that of an improper joke, which my 
reſpect for her and my eſteem for you 

forbid me to o repeat.” | 

At FAVS the dae ſurpriſed 
and mortified, explicitly declared that he 
inſiſted on my explaining to bim his my. 
ſtery. 7 begged to be excuſed: but it 
was to no purpoſe: I was obliged: to 
yield to his impatient curiofi ity, and gave 
him a very brief but accurate account of 


- 
* 
_ 
8 nt rn eee Ee EE I RITES : i x — ts * — . | 
; AY ens = "4 det th rs an I —_—_— | 
% Ou ESC 46. 3 2;⁵³ 
— 1 SC EE. 7 . —_— 3 7 re EY ERC « r 


WEED: 


Wn 
8 2 


* 
all that had paſſed bet wenn us. Ir is 
beyond my power to convey ta you an 
adequate idea of the anger and rage. of 
| this, unfortunate. father, WhO is the mote 
to be; pitied as he cannot attribute: his 
daughter s baſeneſs to any other: cauſe 
chan the education ſhe has received, and 
the fooliſh ſpeeches ſhe. has, heard. n 
* _— the aft IM ISAs, 
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eee with 1 35 den f. ran 
to the door, to go fetch, his. daughter: but 
mademoiſelle Ulrica had played us a ſly 
tick — ſhe had dguble locked. the ,door 
upon us, through fear, I ſuppoſe, leſt. 1 
ſhould make my eſcape, in order to avoid 
exęcuting her. commiſſion. The baron 
ſtormed, ſtamped, ſwore, ran to the bell, 
aud. ſnatched at. 3 it with ſuch. impetuaſity 
that, he tore away my handle from the 


07 
faſtening; 5 n having ſnapped the 
crank above, the bell did not ring, and 
nobody came. We then opened a win 
dow which looked into the eourt-yard; 
and the baron began to roar in a manner 
ſo: frantic and terrifying that the whole. 
houſe was alarmed. — I entreated him 5 
to calm his paſſion, repreſenting to him 
that he ought not thus to proclaim his 
| daughter's folly, and make it a ſubject for 
the general talk of the town. I aſſured 
him that I would inſtantly ſend Charles 
back to England, and earneſtly begged he 
would not maltreat bis daughter. 


— 


Somebody at length came Sepang 
door, and the baron in a voice of thunder 
called for Ulrica. I was mortified to the 
ſoul at the idea of being a witneſs to ſuch 
a ſcene: nevertheleſs, as I dreaded the 

VOL, 11. 7 


1 
firſt ebullitions of the baron's rage, I 
thought it my duty to remain; and 1 
had ſoon reaſon to rejoice at my determi- 
nation. — Mademoiſelle Ulrica made 
her appearance: as ſoon as the entered 
the room, the baron advanced toward 
| Her, his eyes gleaming with fire, and, 
What!“ he exclaimed: © you wretch! | 
you intend to marry a valet ?” 

; hy He is not a valet,” anſwered Ulrica 
— © he is an artiſt — a muſical man —. 
who accompanies his lordſhip, and has 
been brought up with him. Beſides, 
you ſay it is the people who are every 
thing — that it is they who ought to 
poſſeſs the ſovereignty — and that you 


Bold a /ans-culotte in higher eſtimation 
than a prince. Why then ſhould you 
be angry at my loving a plebeian? what 
harm in it, ſince we are all equal? 
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..* Inſolent girl!” interrupted; the baron, 
. advancing with his hand raiſed to rike 
her who ſo faithfully repeated the leſſons 


— 


ſhe had heard from his own lips. —1 
| ſtepped i in betiveen them, and harangued 


them both in the. beſt manner I was able. : 


— The baron, almoſt ſuffocated with rage, 


_ flung himſelf into an arm- chair, took off 


his neck- cloth, and unbuttoned his waiſt- 
coat: — Ulrica ſeated herſelf at the op- 
poſite extremity of the apartment, took 
her fan from her pocket, and began to 
ply it in cooling her face which was 


fluſhed with a deep red: - I continued 


| ſtanding in the middle of the room. 


A ſhort ſilence now intervened, after 
which I ventured to ſpeak, and, addreſſ- 
ing the baron, © Be indulgent,” ſaid I, 
d to a momentary error, of which made- 
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the country at the diſtance of five leagues 


2100 


' moiſelle U lrica will herſelf ſoon perceive 
all the folly. Her youth and inexperi- 


ence ought to be admitted by you as her 
apology. You may both rely on my ſecre- 
cy: but your own diſcretion muſt ſecond 
mine.” = As ſoon as I had uttered theſe 
words, I approached the baron to inform 
him in a whiſper that I was going to ſend 


Charles inſtantly away: after which 1 
took my leave. 


- 


Returned to my lodgings, I called up 
Charles, and, after having treated him 
according to his deſerts, ordered him to 


pack up his things, for that I meant to 


ſend him back to England, and infiſted - 
on his ſetting out that very day. — It was 
impoſſible to procure horſes: I had formed 
an engagement to go paſs a few days in 
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from Bern; ſo that I was obliged to leave 0 


Charles in town at the moment of my 
quitting it: but he was to ſet out within 
a few hours after my departrue; and in 
fact ſo he did. But this ridiculous adven- 
ture is become the general topic of con- 


verſation, in conſequence of the baron's 
imprudence in diſmiſſing his daughter's 


waiting-maid, who had been her confi- 
dante throughout the whole of this pretty 
intrigue. That girl divulged all the par- 


ticulars of the ſtory, inſomuch that it is 
now no longer a ſecret to any bod. 


Here is a fine leſſon for democratical, 
Jacobinical, philoſophical fathers! It were 
to be wiſhed they would learn from it; 
that, every thing duly conſidered, the old 


routine of education purſued by our an- 


ceſtors was infinitely ſuperior to certain 
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new fangled modes, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the pompous praiſes laviſhed on them, 


have hitherto produced no other effect 


than that of corrupting the minds of 
youth. Young men who are trained up 
to politics and free · thinking, will never 
be any thing better than preſumptuous | 
pedants and unbluſhing libertines; and 
young ladies educated after the ſame fa- 
ſhion will ever be either ſhameleſs fools (if 

they happen to be deficient in under- 

ſtanding), or proud and ridiculous dab- 
blers in metaphyſics, equally deſtitute of 
thoſe graces and virtues which ought to 
be the peculiar charaQteriſtics of their ſex, - 


Adieu, fir! Edward and I now daily 
expect our recall to Zurich. We flatter 
ourſelves with the hope tlrat you will 
ſpeedily receive the happy letter dated 
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from Oudenarde. I conceive the violence | 
of the emotions which muſt agitate your 
boſom; and I aſſure you, that, on my part, 
I feel a very lively impatience to behold 
and to hear that angel whom madame 
d' Armilly has educated in a very different 0 
manner from mademoiſelle Ulrica. 


LETTER XLIV. 


EDWARD #o bis father. 
Bern, July, 2 9+ | 
Ay dear papa | 8 


Loxp Selby, Abo! is deeply . in 
buſineſs to-day, has commiſſioned me to 
inform you of the ſequel of mademoiſelle 5 
de Zurlach's hiſtory: it is an inconceiv- 
able concluſion of a very vile adventure. 
Figure to yourſelf, dear papa, that this 
unfortunate young lady has had the mean- 

neſs to elope with her unworthy lover! 
. Charles pretended to ſet out for Eng- 
land, but concealed himſelf in town. We 


were in the country: the poor baron 


came thither alſo; but he had left be- 
| hind him at Bern his daughter Ulrica, 


* 
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mho protetded to be ſomewhat indiſpaſed. 


Two days previous to her flight ſhe ſe- 
cretly borrowed ſmall ſums of money from 


different perſons: thoſe ſums all together : 


amount to about a hundred louis; in ad- 
dition to which, ſhe had money in her 
hands for the expenſes of the houſe: in 


ſhort ſhe carried off about three hundred 
louis, her jewels, and a ſuperb traveling. 


caſe of the baron's, faid to be worth above 


twelve thouſand livres, and which he had 
left in his bed-chamber. 


We returned from the country before 
the baron, who ſtaid there two days after 
us. It was on the evening of our arrival 


that mademoiſelle Ulrica made her eſcape, | 


and in a very ſimple manner: ſhe told 


the people in the houſe that her father 


had written for her to go to him, and to 
73 
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carry Him his ; unelng eat, as ; he in- 
tended to remain a month with her in 
the country. Accordin gly mademoiſelle 
Ulrica had a trunk packed full of her 
clothes, ſent for a hackney-coach ; and, 
having diſpatched all the ſervants on dif- 
ferent errands, and nobody now remain- 
ing in the houſe but a kind of houſe- 
keeper, ſhe told her that her father would 
ſend a carriage and horſes to meet her at 
the diſtance of a league from Bern. Thus- 
ſhe ſet out alone with the driver of the 
backney-coach — ſtopped at three quar- 
ters of a league from town — and there 
met, as ſhe had ſaid, another carriage, into 

which ſhe put her trunk and the traveling- 
caſe; and her former driver, after having 5 
ſeen her follow them into it, returned to 
Bern. The domeſtics continued two 
days and half in the firm perſuaſion that 


\ 
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ſhe was with her father; nor were they | 
undeceived till the baron's return. 


Conceive, dear papa, the grief and diſ- 
traction of her poor father! He ſent in 
purſuit of his daughter: but, no doubt, 
ſhe traveled night and day without ſtop- 
ping: and as ſhe had the advantage of 
two days and half before the ſlighteſt 
ſuſpicion was entertained of her elope- 
ment, ſhe will certainly eſcape, notwith- 
ſtanding all the efforts of her unfortunate 
parent to have her overtaken. 
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Lord Selby went immediately to the 
- baron's, and ſpent three or four hours 
with him. He told me he had ob- 
ſerved in him a much greater ſhare of 
anger than affliction, and that he inceſ-— 
fantly repeated — L The daughter of 
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baron Zurlach ſeduced by a valet . 
On this occaſion he gives the lie to all his 
former profeſſions of democracy: where- 
fore it is his ſituation alone that excites 
any ſympathy, but not his lamentations. 
Lord Selby adviſes him, ſince the miſchief 
is done, to renounce all idea of recovering 
his daughter, and even to allow her an an- 
nuity, teſt poverty ſhould lead her to new 
inſtances of miſconduRt. But the baron 
declares in reply that he will never ſuffer- 
his daughter to marry a valet, and that he 
is determined to get her back into his 
poſſeſſion, in order to ſhut her up in a 
convent for the remainder of her days. 
Lord Selby ſays that this is ſhocking in 
every point of view, and that the moſt 
culpable child ought ever to find an aſy- 
lum of mercy in the boſom of a parent. 
— 1s not this, dear papa, a horrible 
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adventure ? It gives great uneaſineſs to 
lord Selby, who is very ſorry for having 
brought that vile Charles with him. 


If we do not within the next fortnight 
receive the intelligence which we ſo im- 
patiently expect, we ſhall return to Zu- 
rich. This: reſolution - gives me much 
pleaſure 3 though I cannot but feel an af- 
fectionate regret on parting with Eugene, 
and my charming little child, who is now 
acquainted with me, and receives me 
with the moſt endearing careſſes every 
time go to ſee him. — Adieu, dear papa! — 
I have finiſhed “ Ganganelli's Letters :*? 
they are very entertaining. What ſhall I 
read next? 


_ LETTER XL. 
AUGUSTUS # EDWARD. 
Paris, June 23. 


Ou! my friend! our misfortunes are 
at their height! Monſieur Dupleſſis was 
arreſted yeſterday, and foi no other caufe 
- than that he had taken into his houſe the 
children of a nobleman's widow, who is 
herſelf under arreſt. My ſiſter's gouver- 
nante is dead; and during the laſt week 
we have not been allowed to ſee mama! 
.  . We now live in a remote corner of 
our own houſe, where every thing has 
the ſeals ſet on it!. . . In this general 
diſcomfiture we have none of our people 
remaining, except the porter, a maid to- 
wait on my ſiſter, and old Hubert wha 
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has refuſed to quit me- Rouſſel did not 


arrive here with your letters till ſome 


eſcaped from Romeval with madame 
Rouſſel on the fifteenth of May. Thir- 
teen days elapſed before we were appriſed 
of that event. People intended to force 


her to act publicly the character of the 


*. goddeſs Reaſon” at the national fetes; 


and this is thought to have been the cauſe 


of her emigration. She went away very 
ſuddenly, and wrote to none of her 
friends. At all events, ſhe is happy in 
being out of France, ſince ſhe will again 
meet with her father, her mother, her 
brothers, and her ſiſters. It is unfortunate 


that Rouſſel did not artive before her 


departure: ſhe cannot now receive your 


letters, and ſhe does not exactly know 


where you are: but ſhe thought you were 


weeks after the flight of Adelaide, who . 


| „ @ 

in Switzerland; and the bailiff of Rome- 
val has poſitively written us word that 
ſhe is gone to that country, and that it is 
| there ſhe intends to ſeek for you. How I 
Jong to hear that ſhe has found yon 
how happy the news would make me! 


Ah! my friend!. how much we are to 
be pitied! Our anxiety reſpecting mama 
and monſieur Dupleſhs leaves us not a 
moment's peace. We ſhed tears, and we 
pray to God: that is all we can do. — 

Voung Andrew did not arrive here till 
after Adelaide's departure. I have ſeen 
him but once: he is afraid to come to me 
again. People are apprehenfive of ex- 
4 poſing themſelves to danger by coming 
near us. This alarms us very much, 
though not on our own account. 9091 
know not how I ſhall be able to forward. 
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this. letter to you, as I now ſee nobody. 


Hubert is very good-natured ; but 


he is ſo fearful that it is impoſſible to 
| prevail on him to undertake the ſmalleſt 
movement. The porter is ſtill more timid, 
and is ſo terrified that he is going to quit 
us in two'days. The maid ſervant is an old 
woman incapable of executing any com- 
miſſion. There is none but God alone 
who can come to our aid, 


July 10. 

Ab! my dear friend! I have found a 
perſon to take charge of this letter. You 
will receive it: the moſt generous of 


young men gives me every, poſſible token | 


of friendſhip: this is all I can tell you, — 
We are ſtill in the ſame ſituation : but at 
leaſt 1 have one friend more than I had. 
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LETTER XLVI. 


ANDREW to EDWARD. 


Paris, July x 10. 
Dear citizen, Fea 8 


I Send you a letter from your friend. TI 
have found a ſafe conveyance to forward 
it to you.. . . Your hapleſs couſin i is not 
acquainted with the whole extent of his 
| misfortunes. . . . . I have diſcovered, be- 
yond a poſſibility of doubt, that his mo- 
ther will be brought before the tribunal . 
within three days. I have in my head'a 
plan, which, if ſucceſsful, might fave 
her; and J will run every riſk to carry it 
into execution. I am but thirteen years 
old, but I feel ſome courage within me. I 
have not yet had time to become attached | 
to this world; and every object I behold 


* 
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inſpires me with ſuch a diſguſt to life, 
that I will expoſe mine without repug- 
nance. — Adieu, dear citizen! Be affured 
that I will not abandon him whom you 


love, and whom I alſo love as a brother. 


LETTER XLII. 


Lend SELBY to lady. ELIZABETH. 


Dear mother, 


AT length Lam at liberty, and I feel 
it my duty, to inform you of the real 


names of my friends. The father is the 


count d' Armilly. This name, which is 
very well known, muſt be particularly ſo 
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to you: my late father has no doubt often 
mentioned it to you; for, during his re- 
ſidence in France, he formed an intimate 
connexion with the count d'Armilly. The 
count has now reſumed his real name, 
and for the. following reaſon. He had 
left behind him in France that charming 
daughter of whom I have ſpoken to you. 
By a natural conſequence of the misfor- 
tunes incident to the preſent times; the 
interception or miſcarriage of a number 
of letters has produced the cruel em- 
barraſſment in which that ill-fated family 
are at this moment involved... . Their re- 
latives who remained at Paris were un- 
able to learn either the fictitious name 
which monſieur d*Armilly had aſſumed, 
or the place where he had taken refuge 
fince his flight from Belgium. Mean- 
time, to avoid (as it is thought) the diſ- 
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my 


grace of acting a public part in the im- 


pious and ridiculous ceremonies eſtabliſh- 
ed by Robeſpierre, mademoiſelle d' Ar- 


milly made her eſcape with her gouver- 


nante on the fifteenth of laſt May. It is 
poſitively aſſerted that the is in Switzer- 
land; and every circumſtance affords 
reaſon to preſume that the aſſertion is 
true. In conſequence of this informa- 
tion monſieur d'Armilly has reſumed his 
real name, in order that his daughter may 


the more readily be enabled to find him. 


He has left madame CArmilly near 
Zurich, and is at preſent engaged in 
ranging through the part of Switzerland 


oppoſite to that where I am with his ſon. 


I, on the other hand — accompanied by | 


Edward, whom I am now careful to call by 
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nis true name — have undertaken to re- 
_ viſit Lauſanne, Morges, . Geneva, &c: 
| making every where ſuch inquiries as are 
| neceſſary for the diſcovery of the young 
| fugitive. with whom I ſo earneſtly long to 
become acquainted. . Beſides, we have 
advertiſed in the public papers here the 
name of the place where madame d' Ar- 
milly reſides: we have ſent copies of the 5 
ſame advertiſement to the printers of the 
: public papers in Holland and I requeſt 
you to have it inſerted in the Engliſh pa- 
pers, ſuch as I ſend it to you incloſed in 
this letter. Although we are fully per- 
ſuaded that mademoiſelle d'Armilly i is in 
Switzerland, yet we muſt not. '\negle& 
any precaution, fince it is nevertheleſs 
. - poſſible that ey —_— be in ſome other 
country. 
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- You, my excellent mother, can, better. 


thaw any one elſe, form an idea of the 
mortal anxiety felt by the parents of that 
adorable child. They are wholly unac- 
quainted with the particulars of her 
flight: all the intelligence they have re- 
ceived' on the ſubject was ſent by an- 


other child only twelve years old. — It 


appears that mademoiſelle d' Armilly was 
accompanied only by her gouvernante: 


the latter is ſaid to be a woman of ex- 


cellent character: but, for ſo young a 
girl to traverſe a country expoſed to fe- 
rocious banditti, to take her way through 
tracts reek ing with blood, and covered 
with ſcaffolds, armed ſoldiers, and ſan- 
guinary and vigilant ſpies — and this, 


under the ſole guidance of a waiting- | 


woman — without a man, even a ſervant, 
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_ efcort 5 protect her — what a fruit- 


ful ſource of fear and dreadful anxiety 
here preſents itfelf!... . Nor is this the 
only ſubject of affſiction to that unfortu- 
nate family. A beloved ſiſter of madame 
4 Armilly has been arreſted, and on the 
tenth of July a letter was written con- 
taining the information that ſhe was to 
be brought before the tribunal on the 
thirteenth — which is equivalent to ſay- 
ing that ſhe was to be conducted to the 
ſcaffold on the fourteenth. This intelli- 
gence, which. would have quite over- 
whelmed madame d Armilly, has been 
carefully concealed from her. The death 


of Robeſpierre has relieved her from all 


anxiety on the ſubject of her. ſiſter ; 
though, probably, ſhe is at this moment 
no longer in — fince the tyrant of 
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France did not periſh before the twenty 
ſeventh of the month. 


My young friend Edward becomes 
every day dearer to me: his courage is 
equal to his ſenſibility: his grief is not 
the grief of a child: it is that of a man: 
it is profound: nothing can divert him 
from it: his heart conſtantly feels it with 
undiminiſhed poignancy, and his viſage 
diſplays its impreſſion in the ſame un- 
varying characters: but he does not 
ſigh — he utters no lamentations — he 
labours without intermiſſion; and dedi- 
cates to ſtudy all thoſe moments which 
he was wont to reſign to relaxation be- 


fore he received thoſe afflictive tidings. 


I take up your time with accounts of 
perſons with whom you are unacquainted, 
vol. 11, G 
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and in -whoſe concerns you eannot feel 
any intereſt : but I confeſs I have con- 
ceived ſuch an attachment to them, 
that I find it impoſſible, eſpecially at 
this moment, to talk on any other ſub- 
jet. What would I not give to enable 
them ſpeedily to recover the intereſting 
child of whom they are in ſearch | 


Adieu, my dear mother! I ſhall write 
to you by next poſt to ſay ſomething 
concerning myſelf. Between this time 
and that, I ſhall endeavour to collect my 
thoughts for the purpoſe. 
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LETTER XL VII. 


The chevalier D'ISELIN to the baroneſs 
| DE BLIMONT. 


Bremen, Avguſt 15, 
I AM juſt returned, madam, from a very 
fatiguing journey for which I was very 
llenderly equipped: but friendſhip ren- 
dered it highly agreeable to me, ſince it 
has been productive of ſome advantage 
to madame de Lurce. Knowing that ſhe 
was to ſet out under the ſole guidance 
of a day-ſervant hired only for the occa- 
ſion, I repaired to Baſil, where IL had with 
her my firſt interview after a four- years“ 
abſence. I found our friend in very good 
health, quite blooming and chearful, and 
full as amiable as under the old 7egime. 
— she now diſmiſſed her day- ſervant; 
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and her banker, monſieur D*, ſupplied 
her with another who is to accompany her 
to Vienna, and to know her by no other 
name than that of ſignora Angelini. She 
talks with rapture of her new ſituation: 
I aſked her as a favour to procure me ad- 
miſſion into the ſame chateau, as pardener 
or frotteur *: and, joking apart, if ſhe 
conſented to it, I ſhould uſe my ſerious 
endeavours to ſucceed in the application. 
But ſhe ſtands in need of nobody ; ſhe is 
all- ſufficient to herſelf: and it is well to 
know this, leſt we unneceſſarily take too 
feeling an intereſt in her fate. She vainly 
attempted to diſmiſs me: 1 accompanied 
her three quarters of the way, and con- 
ſtantly in the public carriages. If you 
have ever heard a deſcription of the 


* A ſervant whoſe buſineſs it is to ſcrub and poliſh 
the floors. T. 
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poſt-waggons 4 of Germany, you cannot 
without terror figure to yourſelf a lady 
ſo delicate as madame de Lurce travel- 
ing night and day in ſuch vehicles. Well! 
ſhe did not experience the ſmalleſt in- 


convenience in conſequence: her health 


has continued un- affected, and her ſpirits 


un- impaired. Never, if the revolution 
had not happened, would the French 
ladies have diſcovered the full extent of 


their moral and phyſical powers. 


I parted from our friend at *, and 


returned in very melancholy mood, and 


„4. Waggon,” if literally underſtood in the Engliſh 


acceptation, will. convey too ſtrong an idea of the clum- 
ſineſs and inconvenience of thoſe carriages, however 
ſlender their claim to the title of coaches. The Ger- 
man name, wagen, {jgnifies both a ach and a waggon, 
as well as various other vehicles, in Gilterent gradations 
of improvement, 7. | 8. 
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without ſtopping, to Bremen, where I 
arrived the evening before laſt. In this 

town I enjoy peace and quiet; which, 
in the preſent times, is no ſmall bleſſing. 
Otherwiſe there is no intereſting tie to 
attach me to it: all my friends are di- 
ſperſed and at a diſtance from me: I ſtand ; 
quite iſolated: conſequently I ſuffer little; 
but then I no longer can be ſaid to live — 


I barely vegetate. | Ak 


You aſk me, madam, what I think of 
Robeſpierre's death. I conſider it as a 
fatal ſtroke to the cauſe of royalty: but 
on an occaſion like this it is our duty to 
ſacrifice party-ſpirit to the ſacred intereſts 
of humanity. The frantic exceſſes of 
that monſter operated more ſtrongly in 
our favour than our own perſeverance 


and all our exploits : yet it would be 
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rendering ourſelves accomplices of his 
atrocious cruelty, to regret the ſervices 
which he thus rendered us. — Let us not 
flatter ourſelves: — if the exiſting go- 
vernment revive the moral principle — 
if it re-eſtabliſh religion and manners — 
if it expunge the inhuman decrees which 
ſully the legal code — if by juſtice and 
clemency it atone for paſt crimes — 
finally, if, moderate in the hour of tri- 
umph, it hold forth to its proſtrate ene- 
mies a generous peace — tis all over with 
us, and the royal cauſe is irre trievably 


ruined. 


The viſcount de *** no longer reſides 
here: I believe he is at Altona ; and 
I will acquire poſitive information on 
the ſubject, if you defire it. The pre- 
ſident de **, with whom you have been 
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acquainted, has ſet up as a zraiteur &. He 
had, as you may recollect, an excellent 
cook: — the poor preſident's friends diſ- 
appeared when he was no longer able to 
entertain them with good dinners: his 
cook, more faithful than they, ſtill ad- 
hered to him, and adviſed him to open 
a tavern, The preſident embarked in 
this ſpeculation what little money he had 
remaining ; and, thanks to the talents of 
his heroic cook, the buſineſs goes on very 
proſperoufly. It is confidently aſſerted 
that the preſident will make a rapid for- 
tune in his new profeſſion : a circum- 
ſtance which will in all probability en- 
hance the eſteem he has ever felt for good 


cooks. 


* A perſon who keeps an eating-houſe, and ſends out 
beſpoken dinners, &c. T. ; 
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We have very few emigrants here at 


Bremen: of thoſe few, the moſt intereſt- 


ing is the count de S***, who lives very 
' retired, devoting his whole attention to 
the education of his fon, This youth, 
whoſe. name is Donatian, is but twelve 
years old ; yet he already affords a fair 
promiſe of inheriting the underſtanding 
and virtues of his father. He poſſeſſes a 
fund of knowledge which is truly aſto- 
niſhing for his age, and totally un-alloyed 
by pedantry or orefamption. He is 
reared in the moſt religious ſentiments z 
and thoſe ſentiments, fo natural to every 
grateful and feeling boſom, ſeem innate | 


* 


in him. During the early period of to 


revolution, his mother, in conſequence 
of a ſeries of thoſe miſtakes and thoſe 


calumnious informations to which, ſo 


many innocent; perſons have fallen view 
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tims, was ſtopped in the open ſtreet by 
the populace, who dragged her from her 
carriage, and conducted her on foot to 
a public ſquare where ſhe was twenty. 
times on the point of being ſacrificed. 
Donatian, at this time eight years old, 


was with his unfortunate mother, who 


held him by the hand. She had wiſhed 
to leave him in the carriage ; but the 
child ſprang out after her, and, graſping 
the train of her gown, declared that no- 


thing ſhould induce him to quit his mo- 


ther in danger. At length the unex- 


pected intervention of ſome friends re- 
ſcued madame de S*** from this horrible 


ſituation : they harangued the mob, ap- 


peaſed their rage, and ſeiſed the favour- 
able moment to afford her an opportunity 
of eſcaping to the houſe of a neighbour- 
ing pariſh prieſt. On entering with his 


13] 


mother into the clergyman's parlour, Do- 
natian perceived a crucifix, toward which 


he inſtantly ran, and, droppingonhisknees 


before it, exclaimed, © Oh! my God ! I 
thank thee for having faved mama!“ 


I am convinced, madam, that this trait 
will intereſt your feelings: ſuch a mother 
as you muſt, above all others, be pecu- 
liarly affected by it. 


Madame de Lurce promiſed” to write 
to me on her arrival at the place of her 
deſtination: but her firſt letter will be un- 
1 to you; and 1 conjure you to 
impart to me the news of her inſtallation 
as ſoon as you receive the intelligence. 
Figure to yourſelf, madam, a woman of her 
noble and elegant figure performing the 
functions of houſe-keeper ! 'twill be like 

6 6 
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| ating a farce. , . . This idea, however, 
is not calculated to provoke a ſmile ex- 
cept when one 1s near her, and hears all 
the obſervations ſhe ſo agreeably makes 
on the ſubject: at a diſtance from her, the 
thought affects my ſoul, and renders me 


melancholy. 


Adieu, madam ! Accept with your 
wonted goodneſs the homage of my re- 
ſpe, and the ſincere aſſurance of my 
long - continued and tender attachment. 
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LETTER XLIX. 


Madame D' ARMILLY 72 * D'AR« 
MILLY. 
| Kufſuache, Auguſt 5. 
Ix what perturbation J write to you! 
. . . Ah! be not alarmed on ſeeing this 
ſearcely legible writing. . . . She is perhaps 
at this moment only three leagues diſtant 


from me: perhaps within two hours F 


ſhall claſp her to my boſom . . have 
this inſtant been informed that a young 
emigrant lady, of a charming figure, and 
whoſe name is Adelaide, has been now 
ſix weeks detained at Alſteten by the 
ſickneſs of her waiting- woman, the only 


perſon ſhe has with her. This young 


lady 1s ſaid to be of exalted birth; and ſhe _ 


watches oyer and attends her gouvernante 


n 


44 <> a ths ode. ES 


* l 
_— —_— _ An wx -— 6 # a _ 
o . 7 


r 


W 


s "a CRT 


| 
| 
| 


134 


with the moſt affecting ſenſibility. . ; . 
What a reſemblance in every point! 


The carriage is now at the door: adieu, 
my dear friend! You alone can Conceive 
the ſtate of my heart at this moment. 
If it prove a deluſive hope, at leaſt you 
will enjoy it for a ſhort period, as well as I. 
If I be not miſtaken, I ſhall to-morrow | 


morning at day-break diſpatch a courier, 


who will reach you within a few hours 


after this letter. 
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Irre. 


Madame D' ARMILLY 75 monſieur D' AR. 
MILLY. 


FP Auguſt 16. 
ALAS! that flattering hope was but 
an illuſion !.... Yet, my friend, liſten to 
the recital of an extraordinary rencontre 
which will not fail to make on your 


heart the ſame impreſſion it produced on 
mine. 


Veſterday, at two o'clock after noon, 
I ſet out in a condition which it is need- 
leſs to deſcribe to you: your own boſom 
experienced ſimilar fenfations on the per- 
uſal of my laſt letter. — Arrived at AL 
ſteten, my carriage ſtopped at the inn 
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which had been pointed out to me: I 
alighted — called for the miſtreſs of the 
houſe — was told ſhe was in the kitchen. 
To the kitchen I went with Feddy the 
father, whom I had brought with me to 
ſerve as my interpreter, He aſked the 
hoſteſs whether ſhe had not in her houſe 
a young F rench lady named Adelaide. I 
perfectly underftood the anſwer given by 
the hoſteſs, who replied in German — 
« Yes; and there fhe is before your 
eyes.“ I turned round, my heart palpi- 
tating with turbid emotion — and be- 
held a figure which was totally unknown 
to me. —I was unable to reftrain my 
tears; and 1 trembled ſo exceſſively that 
I was obliged to fit down on a wooden 
bench that ſtood behind me. 


Meanwhile the young girl in queſtion 
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— who was at this moment buſied in 
blowing the fire in a chafing-diſh—ftruck 
with the effect produced on me by the 
ſight of her, viewed me with aſtoniſhment 
and timidity. After a ſhort pauſe, I roſe, 
approached her, and ſaid, May I re- 
queſt, mademoiſelle, to converſe with you 
in private?“ — < I am ready to attend 
you, madam,” ſhe replied: “ but allow 
me firſt to carry this potion to a fick 
perſon who is now waiting for me: I 


ſhall come down again in a few minutes.” 


So ſaying, ſhe took up a ſaucepan which 


ſtood on the chafing-diſh, made me a low 
courteſy, and then withdrew. 


Though my heart was torn with anguiſh 
at my diſappointment, the lively intereſt 
I felt for this unfortunate young creature 


ſeemed to ſhed over it ſome conſulation. 
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She is fixteen years of age: her paleneſs 
and the lankneſs of her features an- 
nounce a ruined ſtate of health: but ſhe 
is ſtill beautiful: her demeanour is gentle 
and noble, and the ſound of her voice is 
the moſt intereſting I have ever heard, 
next to that of our dearly beloved daugh- 
ter. — During her abſence I had inquiry 
made of the hoſteſs, who told that this 
young lady was reduced to the greateſt 
diſtreſs ſince . her gouvernante, who lay 
dangerouſly ill, was no longer able to 
ſupport her by the fruits of her labour. 
In effect, her appearance ſtrongly be- 
ſpoke her circumſtances : for her whole 


apparel was dirty, tattered, and much 


too ſhort for her ſize. —I was inform- 


ed that ſhe had ſold all the reſt of her 
clothes. | 
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On her return to the kitchen, I took 
her by the hand, and conducted her to an 
adjoining apartment. There I made her 
fit down by my fide — embraced her — 
and, preparing to tell -her that I would 
ſupply to her the place of a mother, I 
called_to mind our dear Adelaide, and a 
flood of burſting tears interrupted my 
ſpeech... . She was deeply affected: ſhe 
kiſſed my hand, which J felt bedewed 
with the warm drops that guſhed from 
her eyes. — At length I ſpoke to her in 
that tone of ſenſibility which you have 
remarked in me: whereupon ſhe ruſhed 
into my arms, ſobbing and exclaiming — 
* A mother l... Ah! I once had a mo- 
ther; but it is three months ſince I loſt 
her!“ 


I inquired her mother's name .. . and 
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I leave you to judge of my aſtoniſhment 
on learning from her that ſhe is the 
daughter of monſieur d'Elſenne ! of your 
old and irreconcilable enemy! who, de- 
prived of his liberty in France, is un- 
able to ſend any aſſiſtance to his unfor- 
tunate daughter. . . . O! my friend! let 
us adopt this forlorn child! Such a 
deed will be productive of a bleſſing to 
us — heaven will reſtore to us our own 
Adelaide. | 

I have not pledged myſelf to any thing: 
I await your anſwer on the ſubject, and 
in the mean time have contented myſelf 
with adminiſtering ſuch ſuccour as her 
immediate neceſſities required. She teſti- 
fied her gratitude in a noble and affect- 
ing manner : but when I told her my 


name, I obſeryed her countenance ſud- 
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denly clouded : whence I readily diſ- 
covered that the ſtories ſhe had heard 
told of me by her family had ex- 
cited in her mind a violent prejudice 
againſt me. Alas! hatred, as Addifon 
obſerves, eaſily becomes hereditary ; but 
friendſhip ſeldom is fo. — Adieu, my 
friend! I conjure you to anſwer me with- 
out delay. 


LETTER LI. 


JULIETTE t EDWARD. 


Kuſſnacht, Auguſt 24. 


I HAD informed you, my dear brother, 
that it would be a fortnight before ma- 
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demoiſelle d'Elfenne could come with us, 
becauſe ſhe was determined to remain 
with her * gouvernante ſo long as ſhe 
ſhould continue ſick, and we ſuppoſed 
her illneſs-would be even of longer du- 
ration: but the phyſician whom mama 
took to viſit her cured her immediately. 
He faid the only thing ſhe needed was 
good nouriſhing food: and accordingly 
ſhe recovered in three days. She is a 
very intereſting woman, and has .given 
proofs of warm attachment to made- 
moiſelle d' Elſenne. In conſequence of 
this, ſhe has been recommended to a very 
excellent place at Zurich : madame D*** 
takes her into her ſervice ; and ſurely ſhe 
will be very happy under ſo kind a miſtreſs 


as madame D***, 


On the day before yeſterday, at nine 
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in the morning, mama called on made- 
moiſelle d'Elſenne at her lodging, and 
brought her home to our houſe at noon. 
1 had a great deſire to ſee her. She is 
very handſome. She has large black 
eyes, an aquiline noſe, a little mouth : 
ſhe is pale and ſerious, and has a very 
timid look. Gogo and I have beſtowed 
on her many careſſes; but ſhe does not 
yet appear to be at her eaſe, and ſeems 
wonderfully afraid of mama. Neverthe- 
leſs mama treats her with great tender- 
neſs — has already begun to give her 
leſſons — makes her play on the forte- 
piano — teaches her to draw flowers, and 
reads with her. Mama cannot prevail 
on herſelf to call her Adelaide : we call 
her Gabriel, which is her ſecond Chri- 
ſtian-name. This poor young lady does 

not know that her father is in priſon; | 
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and we conceal the circumſtance from her 


knowledge. 


Adieu, my dear brother! I affection- 
_ ately embrace you: I requeſt you will 
preſent my compliments to Lolotte, and 
inform her that I ſhould be very glad to 
ſee her. 


LETTER LIL. 


rr” 


Menfeur D'ARMILLY # JULIETTE. | 
Friburg, Auguſt 30. 


Your laſt two letters, my dear child, 
I received together. In ſending off the firſt 


of them, you probably miſſed the poſt-hour 
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— an accident which often happens you. 
My dearJuliette, you obſerve neither order 
nor punctuality in any thing: and that 
is a very ſerious fault, eſpecially in a 
woman. When you come forward intolife 
you will daily ſee unthinking people turn 
excellent qualities into ridicule : for in- 
ſtance you will hear them make a jeſt 
of regular methodical - perſons, whom 
they call © walking automatons:“ yet I 
wiſh you to be convinced that the cha- 
rafter which they ſo unjuſtly deride is 
extremely valuable as well to its poſſeſſor 
as to ſociety. A heedleſs, hare-brained, 
flighty woman * never finds time to 


* In the original © une perſonne,” 2 perſon, either 
male or female, though frequently appropriated to the 
latter. But as there was a neceſſity of choofing between 


he and he in the ſequel, I have for obvious n 
ferred the feminine, 7. | 


VOL. II. H 
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. complete what ſhe has undertaken to per- 
form: ſhe has neither conſiſtency nor 
perſeverance — qualities without which 
no object can ever be accompliſhed : ſhe 
ſoon grows weary of every purſuit, be- 
_ cauſe ſhe does not poſſeſs: capacity for 
any. She is ever oppreſſed with a load 
of buſineſs, ever in a buſtle, and wearies 
herſelf to no purpoſe, — like that French 
pilgrim who had made a vow to go to 
Loretto, walking three ſteps forward-and 
two back ward all the way. In ſhort, ſhe 
forms engagements without conſideration, 
and breaks almoſt every promiſe either 
through forgetfulneſs or want of time. 
Not only is ſhe incapable of ſerving her 
friends; but ſhe materially injures them 
af they are ſo ſimple as to depend on her 
zeal. She often involves them in auk- 
ward ſituations by loſing their letters, and 


— 
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neglecting to execute their commiſſions. 
Add to this, that ſuch a woman, far from 
having it in her power to be economic, 
deranges and ruins her affairs without 
enjoying the pleaſure of making a bene- 
| ficent or even agreeable uſe of her mo- 
ney. A methodical woman, on the other 
hand, is not cheated or plundered, be- 
cauſe ſhe knows the ſtate of her affairs, 
and keeps a watchful eye on thoſe whom 
ſhe has intruſted with the management 
of them: ſhe does not twice pay the 
ſame bills; for ſhe has been careful to 
take receipts, has preſerved them, and 
knows where to find them. In her houſe - 
every thing is arranged in ſuch regular 
order, that ſhe never loſes a moment in 
ſearching for what ſhe wants. — Has 
ſhe made an appointment ? The perſon 
with whom ſhe has made it is certain of 
H 2 
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meeting her at the appointed hour. — 
When her correſpondents write to her, 
: they are ſure of punQually | receiving her 
anſwers, .and real anſwers — that is to ſay, 
letters which contain preciſe and ſatis- 
factory replies on every head on which 
they have written. — Does ſhe under- 
take.acommiſſon? Her friend feels no 
anxiety reſpecting it, as he could not more 
carefully execute it, were he preſent in 
perſon. — Is ſhe intruſted with papers of 
conſequence, or with an important de- 
| poſit? The perſon who repoſes this con- 
f fidence in her is perfectly ſecure, and has 
no reaſon to 43 otherwiſe. 


Tell me now, my dear Juliette, after 
having read theſe two portraits, — tell 
me, 1 ſay, which of the two perſons 1 
have deſcribed appears to you the hap- 
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pier ant the more uſeful to others, and 


which of the two you would in prefe- 
rence chooſe for your friend. — Learn 
then what ſerious conſequences may, 
during the remainder of your life, enſue 


from negligence and the want of regu- 
larity in ſmaller concerns. Recolle& 
- moreover that a woman, not in general 
having the charge of weighty affairs, can 
render herſelf uſeful only in the leſſer 


minutiæ. To her, domeſtic cares are in- 


diſpenſable duties, which how ſhalt ſhe 
fulfil, unleſs ſhe be actuated by the ſpirit 


of order? Be aſſured, that, with order 
and ſteadineſs, one is equal to every 


thing, and ſurmounts every difficulty. — 


Your writing is becoming very elegant; 


but I have never yet ſeen a letter from 


you without two or three blots; and be- 
ſides you fold your letters very auk- 
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wardly. Every thing that comes from 
the hands of a woman ought to poſſeſs a 
certain air of neatneſs and elegance ; and 
you have not yet acquired that kind of 
grace. I know not why you have for 
ſome time paſt written on a ſmall note- 
paper. Many ladies chooſe that paper 
in preference for writing their letters: 
but thoſe who have any taſte, and are 
capable of writing with propriety, never 
uſe any but large letter-paper. It is 
ridiculous, and in ſome degree impolite, 
to write to one's friends on a diminutive 
paper of which four pages hardly amount 
to one of the ordinary ſize: it is in 
fact equal to a declaration that one has 


little to ſay to them. There 1s likewiſe 
ſomething like an impoſition in giving 
four ſuch ſcanty pages in lieu of a long 
letter. That paper, in ſhort, is only fit 
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for extempore notes from one ſtreet to 
another ; but to uſe it for letters to be 
ſent by the general poſt, betrays a want 
of taſte. Moreover it is impoſſible to 
write elegantly on ſuch paper: repeti- 
tions do not ſtrike the eye, becauſe they 
are ſeparated by the intervention of ſeve- 
ral lines, though in reality very near to 
each other. Accordingly I have never 
ſeen any letters written in that ſize that 
were even tolerable :. and, without a 
fingle exception, every woman within 
my knowledge, who was remarkable for 
writing well, uſed paper of the ordinary 
dimenſions *. I am ſurpriſed that your 


” 4. 

This obſervation is not ſo frivolous as it may at 
firſt ſight appear, It is not mine: I am indebted for 
it to the greateſt writer of the age — to monſieur Buf- 
fon, who, at the time when I firſt began to publiſh, ' 
adviſed me 7 er to compoſe on any other than largs- 
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mama has not told you all this fr. 
CALLE „„ 


At the ſame time that 1 allow due 
praiſe to your ſpelling, I muſt tell you 
that your punctuation is not correct, and 
that you often uſe a double conſonant, 
where only a ſingle one is required. If 
you were to read with attention, vou 
would of yourſelf learn to notice all theſe 
things, without the neceſſity of my point- 
ing them out to you. For inſtance it is 
ſurpriſing, that you, who ſo frequently rend 


poctry, and every day commit a certain 


ſized paper. It was ſuch he always uſed himſelf, and 
for the reaſons here particularly inſiſted on by mon- 
ſieur d Armilly. 

+ Here follow ſome remarks on certain improprieties 
in ſpeech, which, being wholly . inapplicable to the 
Engliſh language, are omitted in the tramlation. 7. 
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number of lines to memory, do not yet 
know how verſes are to be written. 
How could you avoid remarking that 
verſes of longer and ſhorter meaſure are 
not Whitten ſo as to make the beginning 
of each line to range exactly under that 
of the preceding; and that each verſe, 
whether it be long or ſhort, and whether 
| it begin a new ſentence or not, is to have 
its initial (or firſt) letter a capital? Caſt 
your eye over one of your little volumes 
of poetry, and you will at once ſee what 
I mean. Become attentive, and you will 
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acquire knowledge. 


People who are really poſſeſſed of un- 
derſtanding ſee every thing and remark 
every thing, becauſe they are naturally 
addicted to obſervation, and delight in 
examining, drawing compariſons, and 
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making diſcoveries. It was from the at- 
tentive examination of a burned paper 
flying up the chimney that Montgolfier 
conceived the firſt idea of his air-balloons. 

Almoſt all the great diſcoveries iff ſci- 
ence owe their birth to the obſervation 
of things apparently trifling. Perſons of 
| confined or inferior * underſtanding diſ- 
dain this kind of application: they can- 
not perceive its utility ; and that is the 
reaſon why, even among thoſe who have 
received a good education, we meet with 
ſo many individuals who are the ſlaves 
of ignorance and fooliſh prejudice : for 
the moſt complete education can do no 
more than point out the path which 
ought to be purſued, and place the pupil 
at the entrance of that path. If, when 
he is his own maſter, inſtead of ad- 
vancing in it with ſteady perſeverance, 


% 
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he quit it and purſye a different road, no 
blame indeed is due to his teachers; but 
their labours are all loſt. 9 


The manner in which you ſpeak to me 
of mademoiſelle d'Elſenne gives me plea - 
ſure, and does not ſurpriſe me. Endea- 


vour, my child, to win her friendſhip, | 


and to alleviate her ſorrows. You are 
not ignorant of the old enmity which 
ſubſiſted between her family and mine. 
From the hour of her birth that young 


lady has never heard us mentloned other- 
wiſe than in the language of animoſity: 
the prejudices againſt us, which have been 


inſtilled into her mind, teach her to view 
as an additional misfortune, perhaps even. 
as a humiliation, that neceſſity whith 


compels her to accept an aſylum in a fa- 


mily whom ſhe has ſo long conſideredꝭ as 
? H 6 
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enemies to her own. This is undoubtedly 


the cauſe of her preſent reſerve and cool- 


neſs: but your complaiſance, your oblig- 
ing cares and attentions, will in the end 
obtain ſuch return on her part as may 

reaſonably be expected from a conduct 


of that kind, when regularly ſupported. 


Mademoiſelle d'Elſenne is older than 
you : her fituation is much more Ja- 


mentable; and your parents are become 


her only protectors. Theſe are power- 
ful motives to induce you on every oc- 
caſion to treat her with the moſt tender 
deference. What tenderneſs, what deli- 


cacy, are we not bound to obſerve to- 


ward thoſe victims of misfortune on 
whom we confer obligations But you 
do not ſtand in need of any leſſons from 
me on this ſubje&t your excellent heart 
will ſpontaneouſly ſuggeſt every thing I 
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could ſay: and beſides I am convinced 
that you love mademoiſelle d'Elſenne as 
the object of an affecting and generous 
action performed by your mother. 


Adieu, my dear, my good Juliette! 
You ſee you have a place in my thoughts, 
notwithſtanding the mortal grief and 
racking Nan which torment me. Be 

perſuaded, my child, that I cannot give 
| you a ſtronger proof of my affection. By 
the next poſt I ſhall ſend you ſome gene- 
ral rules reſpecting propriety in writing. 


* rr . 


LETTER LIN. - 


Menfeur D'ARMILLY 7 JULIETTE. 
| Friburg, N 4. 


Vo know, my dear juliette, that 
nothing is more intolerable in converſa- _ 
tion than the behaviour of him who in- 
ceſfantly talks and never liſtens. Equally 
intolerable, in epiſtolary intercourſe, is 
that perſon's negligence who eternally 
forgets to anſwer his correſpondent's 
queſtions: and nevertheleſs it is a very 
common omiſſion. Pundctual methodical 
people are not guilty of this fault: for, as 
they return immediate anſwers, they re- 
| tain freſh in their remembrance all the 
queſtions that may have been propoſed 
to them. When we ſit down to write, 
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we ought to read over the letter we have 
received, and begin by anſwering with 


clearneſs and preciſion every queſtion it 
contains. In general we ſhould endea- 
vour to ſay,much in few words, and ne- 


ver enter into minute details except 


when they are in their own nature uſeful 


or agreeable, or particularly calculated to 


intereſt the perſon. to whom we write, 


If a minute detail conveys no picture, 


imparts no new information, it is puerile, 


and ought to be omitted. In one of your 


letters you ſpoke to me of your mother's. 
health, of her nervous complaints, her . 
ſleepleſs nights; and you compriſed the 


whole account in four lines, whereas I 
ſhould have wiſhed it much more ample. 
After this you told me of all the pots of 


confectionery you had made with made- 


moiſelle Benoit ſince my departure; and 


N 


160 


the ſingle articles of currant-jelly and 
apricot-marmalade filled almoſt a whole 
page. If you meant to teach me the art 
of preſerving: and jelly making, you did 
not ſay enough ; for that long detail is 
only a very diffuſe deſcription, not a re- 
ceipt : and if you did not intend to in- 
ſtruct me, where was the uſe of that 
digreſſion? That is what I call a « mi- 
nute detail” of a very uſeleſs kind. 
With reſpe& to ſtyle, it is proper at 
every age, and eſpecially at your years, 
to ſtudy with particular care to expreſs 
one's thoughts with clearneſs, and to 
ſpeak on ſuch topics only as one per- 
fectly underſtands. Every ſpecies of af- 
| feQation is ridiculous ; and the principal 
charm in writing is natural ſimplicity, as 
candor is the moſt amiable in the liſt of 
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virtues. You know that repetitions are 
to be avoided, and that ſentences muft 
not be made to rhyme- with each other, 


The latter of theſe. faults is extremely 
grating to the ear in proſe compoſition F. 


* K * „ %*% %*+% %* *#* % #*%* * # %* *%® #* % 


ene When you are a 
few years older, we will talk of elegance 
and harmony of ſtyle, and will read to- 
gether an excellent work — Marmontel's 
Art of Poetry” from which you will 
derive much more inſtruction than from 
all my leſſons. 


The art of writing a good letter is an 


accompliſhment equally uſeful as agree - 


able, and which is every day becoming 


+ Here again occur, in the original, ſome remarks 
on language, which, not being applicable to the Eng- 
liſh, are omitted in the tranſlation, 7. 
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more rare. The women of the laſt cen- 
tury were in this reſpect far ſuperior to 
our modern ladies. What a happy union 
of grace, nature, and good ſenſe, in the 
letters of madame de Sevigne, madame 
de Coulanges *, and madame de Main- 
tenon! But at that period it was not 
cuſtomary to write except to one's re- 
latives or intimate friends; in which 
caſe the letters were penned in a natural 
unaffected ſtyle: whereas it is now the 
faſhion to carry on numerous correſpon- 
dences: in proportion as the heart has 
grown colder, more extenſive connexions 
have been cultivated, as if a dozen no- 


minal friends were equivalent to a ſingle 


D Madame de Coulanges could never learn orthogra- 
phy : but her letters are not the leſs charming on that 
account, 
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real one! Young ladies now paſs their 
whole time in writing letters to all thefe 
pretended friends: an employment which 
infallibly taints their characters with ex- 
treme infincerity and affeQation : for 
thoſe letters muſt be filled with ſenti- 
ment and brilliant ideas; and this dou- 
ble pretenſion has never produced any 
writings that were not highly ridiculous. 


I hope, my dear PID that you will 
never purſue this extravagant practice, 
and that you will not be in the habit 
of conſtant correſpondence except with 
thoſe whom yea really love: — thus will 
you continue ever ſincere, ever natural, 
Belides, a young woman who writes to a 
man that is abſolutely a ſtranger to her 
family, does a thing which, five-and- 


twenty years ago, was with good reaſon 
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conſidered as an act of reprehenſible 5 
levity. But there alſo reſults from it 
another diſadvantage — it accuſtoms a 
woman to the language of flattery : and 
that is in reality the only charm ſhe 
finds in ſuch an. intercourſe. In à cor- 
reſpondence of this kind, the gentleman, 
if he have the ſmalleſt ſpark of polite- 
neſs, never fails to commend the © deli- 
cacy of thought” and the & enchanting 
ſtyle” of the lady who writes to him. 
Theſe compliments are taken by her in 
their literal import: ſhe labours to- ſur- 
paſs the fine things ſhe had before aid : 
ſhe multiplies inverted and unnatural 
phraſes, heaps together a maſs of un- 
meaning nonſenſe, and at length becomes 
an affected female pedant. 


Adieu, my dear child! I ſuppoſe Ed- 
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ward muſt have arrived at Kuſſnacht the 
day before yeſterday: tell him 1 os to 
write to him by next poſt. 


A letter which l have this moment re- 
ceived; induces me to return to Baſil, and 
with ſome hopes. . . . As ſoon as I arrive 
there, I ſhall write to your mother. 


— 


- 
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LETTER Liv. 

' AUGUSTUS # EDWARD. | 
| | Paris, Auguſt 15. 
Mr dear friend, you have undoubted- 
Iy ſympathiſed in all my forrows : now 
participate my happineſs. Mama is at li- 
berty: eight days ſince, ſhe was releaſed 
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from priſon, as was like w iſe the good Wön⸗ 


| ſieur Dupleſſis. Conceive our joy. We 


— 


were all very much altered, grown very 


thin — we had ſuffered ſo much !.. . Only 
think, my dear friend, if that monſter 
Robeſpierre had lived ſix weeks longer, 


mama would not now be in exiſtence ! It 
was determinedthat ſhe ſhould be brought 
before the tribunal on the thirteenth of 


July; and young Andrew was the perſon 


Ware ny 


who obtained for Her a reſpite of ſix weeks. 


In fact he ſaved her life, though, in doing 
it, he expoſed himſelf to the utmoſt an- 


ger of his father, who i is a very, vile fellow. 
The manner in which that dear and excel- 


lent youth acted was this —— 


On the ninth of July he diſcovered that 


mama was to be taken to the tribunal 


| within three days: at this time he uſed 


107 

to come privately to ſee me; but he ſaid 
nothing to me about the matter. On the 
tenth, at ſeven in the morning, his father 
ſet out for his country-ſeat, where he paſſ- 
ed his time with opera- girls. He left An- 
drew at Paris, charging him with a meſ. 
ſage to citizen Publicola Mull, a villain 
who at that time poſſeſſed unbounded in- 
fluence. The next day Andrew carried 
to him a note from his father, containing 
theſe words Pay due attention to what- 
ever is ſaid to you by my little Andy, 
who is very clever for his years; and do 
me the ſervice he will aſk of you, in full 
aſſurance of my returning the compliment. | 
— Health and fraternity!“ 


Andrew refuſed to tell me what was | 
the ſervice which he was to require: but 
I am ſure it was ſome dreadful deed. 
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However, he delivered the note to citizen 
Publicola, and, inſtead of executing his 
_ father's commiſhon, requeſted in his name 
that mama might not be ſent to the tribu- 
nal. After making many difficulties, Pub- 
Ticola ſaid that the moſt he could do 
would be to obtain her a reſpite, and he 
promiſed that it ſhould be for ſix weeks. — 
Andrew came to ſee me at night, and 
thought it right to inform me of what he 
had done, in order that I ſhould appriſe 
mama, in the hope that before the expi- 


ration of the ſix weeks ſhe might per- 
haps contrive to make her eſcape. Con- 
ceive my grief on learning theſe particu- 
lars! . . . . . Though Andrew was tranſ- 
ported with joy at the fix weeks reſpite, 
I could not rejoice at it, fince I had been 
ignorant of her previous condemnation. - 
Nevertheleſs I felt how much I was in- 
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debted to that worthy young man, who 
told me that his father, on returning to 


town and hearing what he had done, 
would be enraged to ſuch a degree as per- 
haps to kill him. But fortunately citizen 
Ariſtides remained twelve days in the - 
country, and on the eve of his return 
to Paris citizen Publicola ſet out for Bor- 
deaux. Thus the affair never came to 
light, and mama's life was ſaved. Citizen 
Publicola, going to viſit the priſon where 
ſhe was confined, informed her of the meſ- 
ſage delivered to him by Andrew in his 
father's name. Mama had already learn- 
ed the whole tranſaction from a letter 
which Andrew had found means to have 
conveyed to her. 


You ſee what obligations we owe to 
that young man: but for him, mama 
VOL, 11, ? 
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would have been condemned to death on 


tze thirteenth of July. . . Oh! never 


will it be in our power ſufficiently to repay 
ſuch a ſervice ! At leaſt, however, we can 
nov teſtify to him a part of our gratitude : 
for, ſince the tyrant's death, affairs are 
greatly changed ; and at preſent it is the 
wicked who tremble. The father of this 
generous young man 1s in priſon ; and 
it is thought he will be executed. Mama 
bas taken great pains to make intereſt in 
his favour, for the ſake of his fon. Poor 
Andrew is in the greateſt affliftion : he is 
warmly attached to his father, although 
he has been treated very harſhly by him: 
but the worſt behaviour poſſible can never 
prevent a child of good natural diſpoſition 
from loving his father. How affeCtionate- 
ly then ought we to love our parents when 


they are good 


* 


Rs 


1 do not ſpeak to you of Amend ſince 
ſhe herſelf writes a long letter to my aunt. 
You may henceforward write to us by poſt, 
under the names and direction pointed out 
to you by mama. Be very particular in 
giving us news of Adelaide: ſhe muſt cer- 
tainly be with you by this time; but it 
will give us conſiderable pleaſure to have 
poſitive information of her ſafe arrival. 

Adieu, my dear Tancred ! [ have a cer- 
tain preſentiment that we ſhall ſoon be all 
united. Since mama has been reſtored to 
us, I hope for every thing from the kind- 
neſs of heaven. Adieu! I embrace you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
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LETTER LV. 


EDWARD # AUGUSTUS. 
| Kuſſaacht, September 16. 
M R. D**# ſent us all your letters yeſter- 
day. From what dreadful uneaſineſs they 
have relieved us! .... We have now only 
one remaining cauſe of real grief: but 
how cruel is that one. Alas! my 
friend ! that idoliſed ſiſter, our dear Ade- 
laide, is not with us... . . We have been 
now fix weeks employed in fruitleſs 


| ſearches for her. Not a line from her!. 
not a word of intelligence ... My father 
and mother are afflicted beyond expreſ- 
ſion: my mother is finking under the 
weight of her grief. You may judge how 
ſeverely I ſuffer likewiſe. You tell me 
you entertain happy preſentiments: but 
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mine are of the moſt dreadful kind. No! I 
am doomed never to enjoy happineſs: and 
with that idea hanging on my mind, it is 
a grievous misfortune to be ſo young, and 
to ſee ſo many years before me . Sk 
This life is but a fatiguing journey, in 
which we muſt either ſucceſſively or toge- 
ther experience all kinds of croſſes. I have 
already ſeen much of life, for I have ſuf- 
fered much. Misfortune has matured me 
beyond the years of childhood. — As to 
you, my friend, you may divert yourſelf 
— you may reſume the ſports which ſuit 
your age : but they are all at an end for 
me: I am no longer a child: I feel ſorrow, 
profound durable ſorrow, which never 
quits me. . To feel it as I do, is to 


be a man. = 


I admire the generous Andrew, and I 
I 3 | 
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envy him. Yes, I own to you that [ am 
jealous of him : you owe him ſo much, 
and you fo ſenfibly fee] your obligations, 
that I think you muſt love him better than 
me. This idea gives me greater uneaſi- 
neſs than I can well expreſs to you. — At 
length, however, I am reheved from all 
further anxiety reſpecting my aunt, and 
you, and my couſin Adriana! Gracious 
God ! what floods of tears I ſhed in re- 


flecting on your ſituation .... But you 
now live in peace — you are happy! and 


this affords me great conſolat ion. — You 


ſee Andrew every day: then he lodges at 


my aunt's? I ſhould think it very natural 
for her to have taken into her houſe a 
young man who had rendered her fo effen- 


tial a ſervice. Satisfy my curioſity on that 


head, I beg of you. 


Do you know what is become of mon- 
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fieur d'Elſenne? is he yet alive? is he 
_ till in priſon? — You will perhaps be 2 
priſed at theſe inquiries concerning a man 
who has ever been the enemy of our fami- 
ly. But, after ſo many reverſes of fortune, 
how is it poſſible any longer to conſider as 
enemies thoſe who have eſcaped from ſuch 
dreadful dangers? — Behold how wonder- 
ful the difpoſitions of Providence | — the 
daughter of that man who has diſplayed 
ſuch violent hatred to my father — his 
only daughter is now in the houſe with 
us! Mama is become a mother to her.» 
That young lady appears to me very in- 
tereſting, becauſe ſhe is ſunk in profound 
melancholy. I feel an affection for every 


one who is in ſorrow. — N otwithſtanding 

this, however, we ſeldom fpeak to each 

other: ſhe never takes a part in the con- 

verſation: ſhe is timid, and even ſhy; but 
14 
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ſhe often ſighs, and then I anſwer her by 
ſighing in turn. Whenever I do this, ſhe 
views me with a look of friendſhip : for 
thoſe who ſuffer, mutually underſtand 
each other. 5 
We are about to quit Switzerland, and 

we are forced to do it: for my father hav- 
ing reſumed his own name, ſuffers un- 
accountable perſecution in conſequence, 
We are going to Altona. I regret Kuſſ- 
nacht and our fine garden: but what 
grieves me moſt, is that we ſhall be at a 
ſtill greater diſtance from Paris. | 


Adieu, my friend! Ipray you to inform 
Amenaide that the unfortunate Tancred 
will unvariably continue to love her, 


whatever may happen. 
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LETTER LVI. 


EDWARD Y EUGENE. - 


Stutgard, October 4. 


1 THOUGHT of you, my dear Eugene, 
on entering this city where you have ſold 
ſo many baſkets; and Ihave been this morn- 
ing with lord Selby to ſee honeſt Fiſcher. 
gave him the four louis you had ſent, to 
which lord Selby added two from his own 
purſe. All the family were delighted to 
ſee two perſons who were friends of © the 
young chevalier.” I had a variety of que- 
ſtions to anſwer ; after which l viſited your 
little apartment, and then was ſhown in 


the garden a roſe- tree and a pot of mi- 


gnonette that belonged to you, and that 
Lolotte uſed to water every day. I aſked 


* 
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for ſome of the ſeed of the mignonette, to 
ſend it to you: and I ſhall at the ſame 
time requeſt that you preſent it in my 
name to your amiable couſin: I am ſure 
this preſent will be acceptable to her. 


Honeſt Fiſcher cannot ſpeak of you 
without tears in his eyes. I ſhould have 
been very much affected too by what Mrs. 
Fiſcher ſaid to me, if I had not recolleQed 
the circumſtance of the broken pipe. But 
I believe that ſhe has ſince that affair be- 
come as good as ſhe was bad at the time 
when ſhe attempted to whip Lolotte. 


We travel in a very agreeable manner, 
and, if we were not ſo oppreſſed with grief, 
our journey would be delightful. We are 
ſix in mama's great coach — my father, ma- 
ma, lord Selby, mademoiſelle d'Elſenne, Ju- 
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liette, and I. In lord Selby's carriage are 

mademoiſelle Benoit, Gogo, Pierrot, and 
lord Selby's valet de- chambre. 


We went yeſterday to Hochheim to 
ſee the duke of Wirtemberg's palace, The 
gardens are enchanting. In your time 
they were not to be ſeen: and for that 
reaſon they are little known: for, dur- 
ing the life of the late duke, no ſtranger 
was ſuffered to enter them. Means have 
been deviſed to ornament theſe gardens 
with a prodigious number of buildings, 
in a manner that has a very natural ap- 
pearance : they repreſent a modern vil- 
lage erected on the ruins of an ancient 
Greek ctty. This idea is very in genious: 
and you ſee a rural church riſing on the 
wreck of a beautiful temple, a cottage 
leaning againſt a triumphal arch or built. 

I 4 
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on the remains of a palace. — My father 
and lord Selby are of opinion that a great- 
er number of ſuch contraſts ought to have 
been introduced. In one part, for inſtance, 
over a priſon is ſeen a ſaloon ; which has 
no meaning. A monument of hoſpitality, 
a building for the reception of travelers, 
would no doubt have had a better effect 
in that fpot. My father would alſo have 
wiſhed to ſee a hermitage erected on the 
ruins of an old military barrack.— In ſhort, 
the general plan of the gardens is calcu- 
lated. to inſpire reflections on the viciſſi- 
tudes of human affairs: but the individual 
parts do not ſufficiently anſwer that 
grand idea; though, all together, the 
ſight produces a angular and ſtriking 
effect. 


Lord Selby obſerved that thoſe who now 
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travel in F rance cannot avoid making 
ſome of the reflections excited by a ſurvey 
of theſe gardens. He adds that there is 
not in England any garden ſuperior to that 
of Hochheim: for all the buildings in it 
are extremely magnificent: the chief part 


of the ruins are in exact imitation of the 


antique monuments of Rome, and exe- 


cuted in the ſame proportions. More- 
over theſe erections are agreeably inter- 
ſperſed with little rural gardens, corn- 
fields, meadows, and groves. In a word, 
thoſe gardens diſplay a pleaſing variety, 
without any ill- aſſorted combinations and 
without confuſion — a great inequality of 


ground, a profuſion of charming flowers, 


and moſt beautiful perſpectives.— The 
duke poſſefles ſeveral other delightful 
country-ſeats ; of which that called The 
Solitude” is the moſt celebrated, 
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We ſet out to-morrow. I was unwill- 
ing to quit Stutgard without letting you 
hear from me. — Adieu, my friend! I 
ſhall write ran foo as I arrive at | 
Altona, : 


LETTER LVI. © + 


GABRIEL D'ELSENNE 7. ber father- 


Rarup, November 3. 

My dear papa, 
Tuls is the third letter I now write 
to you, without havin g yet received.an 
anſwer. I much fear that the two for- 
mer have not reached you. This will be 
given to a perſon going directly to Paris: 
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ſo I am ſure you will receive it. I muſt 
repeat to you, my dear papa, that I live 
with madame d' Armilly. . . I was in 
the moſt dreadful ſituation after my ir- 
reparable loſs of the beſt of mothers! 
.. . . Madame d'Armilly came for me, 
and took me home to her houſe..... 
Knowing the ſentiments you entertain 
toward her family, I felt great repugnance 
to accept her offers, and would even 
have declined them, had not my gouver- 
nante ſorced me to the acceptance. She 
lay at the point of death, was no longer 
able to work — I had ſold every thing —- 
we had not a ſingle article remaining. 
I will not deferibe to you our diftreſs: 
the detail would too ſeverely afflit you. 
.. - Madame d'Armilly did for me every 
thing that could have been expected 
from the moſt affectionate mother. She 
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has procured a place for madame Durand, 


who now lives very comfortably; and ſne 


took me home to her own houſe. I have 


been with her nearly three months, and 
am treated as if I were her eldeſt daugh- 


ter. I found it very difficult to familiariſe 
myſelf to her, / notwithſtanding all her 


kindneſs, which is truly inexpreſſible: I 


thought ſhe diſguiſed her real character 
from me: I feared her, and durſt_not 


venture to love her. But, my dear papa, 


deign to believe your. daughter when ſhe 


aſſures you that if you were acquainted 


with madame d' Armilly, you could not. 


a poſſibly hate her. Never in this family 
have I heard a ſingle word which could 


cauſe me either diſpleaſure or embarraſſ- 
ment. My dear papa is never mentioned 
by them except in terms of eſteem and 


intereſt: madame d' Armilly, who knew 
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my reſpectable mother only by report, 
has ſeveral times pronounced encomiums 


on her © angelic virtue” — theſe are her 


own words; ſhe praiſes me on every -. 


occaſion for my attachment to you : her 
huſband, her children, all- think and 
ſpeak in the ſame manner — and can 
I then think myſelf among your ene- 
mies? : 


Nevertheleſs I tremble leſt my dear 
papa ſhould diſapprove my acceptance 
of this aſylum : but I entreat you to re- 
flect on my ſituation at the time. What 
muſt have become of me? ... deſtitute of 
friends, of protectors, of acquaintance, 
at my age !... madame Durand confined 
to her bed! myſelf very ill! having nei- 


ther money remaining, nor linen, nor 
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clothes ! . . . . When madame d'Armilly 
came to ſee me for the firſt time, I was 
very weak: I had paſſed three nights in 


attendance on madame Durand ; and 


during the twelve preceding days I had 


eaten nothing but ſalad and very indif- 
ferent brown bread. . . . I had expended 
the laſt farthing of our ſmall ſtock of 
money in the purchaſe of ſome little me- 
dicines for my gouvernante: and when 


her fever was abated, I Plainly ſaw the 


ſtood in need of ſome broth : but 1 
was unable to buy meat, and people re- 
fuſed to give me any on credit. . . . Ma- 
dame d'Armilly gueſſed all our wants — 
left me a ſupply of money — ordered the 


| hoſteſs to make ſome good broth, and 


beſpoke for me an excellent fupper. She 
came again the next day, bringing me 
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nnen and clothes, and accompanied by a | 


phyſician. My gouvernante made a com- 
fortable meal, and was cured ! 


Would I not be very ungrateful, my 
dear papa, if I were inſenſible to ſo 
many aQs of kindneſs ? — But theſe are 
nat all. — Madame d'Armilly ſupplies 
the-place of my different maſters: ſhe is 


an excellent muſical performer: ſhe makes 


me play on the forte- piano; and beſides 
ſhe every day gives me leſſons in hiſtory 
and geography, and behaves to me with 
a ſweetneſs and kindneſs which ſuffer 
no change or abatement. Monſieur d' Ar- 
milly makes me cipher with his daugh- 
ter Juliette, who, on the other hand, 
inſtructs me in tambour-work. and draw- 
ing flowers. Young Edward, ber bro- 
ther — who is only thirteen years old, and 
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paints moſt admirably — teaches me to 
draw landſcapes with the pencil, and 
ſets me all the patterns. In a word the 
whole family are laviſh in acts of friend- 
ſhip to me. — Madame d'Armilly has 
taken ſuch care of my health, that, not- 
withſtanding the grief which I ſhall feel 
as long as live — notwithſtanding all my 
anxieties — 1 am very well at preſent, 
and am grown plump. — Nevertheleſs, 
dear papa, I am very unhappy. . . . I have 
ſuffered an irreparable loſs, and 1 ſhall 
deplore it to my lateſt breath. It is in 
your boſom I ought to ſhed theſe tears: 
they would then be leſs bitter. . . . but I 
am deprived of that conſolation! The 
attentions of madame d'Armilly, inſtead 
of making me forget my ſorrow, only 
ſerve inceſſantly to renew it. Her kind- 


neſs ſo ſtrongly recalls to my remem- 
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brance that of my mother !. . . Ah! if 
mama and ſhe had had an opportunity of 
being acquainted together, how they 
would have loved each other! How 
blind is prejudice ! It often. impels us 
to avoid thoſe whoſe characters and 
ſentiments render them the fitteſt perſons 


with whom we could form a connexion. 


Adieu, my tender father Lay on me 
your commands, and J will inſtantly exe- 
cute them, whatever they be. — We are 
now in Holſtein, and live in a handſome 
cottage five leagues diſtant from Sleſwick. 
This houſe, inhabited by peaſants who 
have given up to us more than the half 
of it, is covered with thatch: but the i in- 
| » fide is convenient, neat, and charming. 
In France one does not ſee ſuch large 
and handſome cottages. — Adieu, my 
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dear papa! I expect your anſwer with 
eager impatience. 


LETTER LVIII. 


AUGUSTUS t# EDWARD. 


Paris, November 25. 


I DID not receive your laſt letter, my 
dear friend, until two months after date. 
- *Tis unaccountable. — That letter has i in 
every way given us great uneaſineſs. 
How could it happen that Adelaide 
ſhould not be able to find you? 1 con- 

clude then ſhe has not been in Switzer- 
land: and this I think very extraordinary, 
ſince every one poſitiyely aſſerted that N 
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you were there, and ſhe herſelf thought 
ſo as well as we. Mama thinks ſhe is 
in Germany, and probably at Hamburg 
or Altona; becauſe thoſe towns are reck - 
oned to be ſo hoſpitable to ſtrangers, 
that Adelaide has perhaps imagined you 
muſt for that reaſon have choſen one of 
the two as the place of your reſidence, 
in preference to every other. Mama re- 
collects that ſomebody one day ſaid in 

her hearing that you were perhaps theres 
Thus we are very glad, on that account, 
that you have quitted Switzerland : but 
we ſhall not be perfectly eaſy until we 
learn that Adelaide has found you. 


You fay I am & happy!” I hope, 
my friend, you do not really think fo. 
Mama's deliverance has given us the 
greateſt joy : but we cannot taſte hap- 
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Pineſs ul our friends are 8 like- 
wiſe : in the mean time we muſt ſym- 
| pathiſe with them, and ſuffer as ſeverely 
as. they. Why, then, Edward, can you 
write to me in that ftrain ? It 1s unjuſt, 
and it made my ſiſter and me ſhed tears. 


What you have ſaid concerning An- 


drew has likewiſe hurt us very oY 


How can you think that a friend is dearer - 


to me than you ? "Tis juſt as if 1 were 
to be Jealous of lord Selby whom you 
love ſo affeQionately, or of young Eu- 
gene on whom you beſtow ſuch warm 
. encomiums, or of mademoiſelle « d'Elſenne 


who appears to you ſo intereſting be- 


_ cauſe ſhe © ſighs.“ We alſo ſigh, I aſ- 
ſure you. But, for my part, I love all 
thoſe whom you love ; and I have never 

entertained an idea that your friendſhip 


oy 


for any other perſon could diminiſh that 


which you bear to me. — You were cer- 


tainly in a very ſtrange mood when you - 


wrote me that fad letter. Andrew does 
not live in our houſe, and we do not 
fee him here oftener than- about once a 
fortnight. He comes to dine with mama 
two or three times a month : but I go- 
once every week to ſee him. The poor 
lad is much to be pitied : his father, 


who had been guilty of enormous crimes, 
was brought to trial, condemned, and 


executed two. months ſince. Although 
he had robbed and plundered a great 
deal fince the revolution, and made a 
large fortune, he ſpent the whole in 
luxurious living and extravagance, and 
left more debts than property, ſo that 


the unfortunate Andrew is totally un- 


provided for. But mama has made over 
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and ſecured to him an annuity of fifteen 
hundred livres for life. In addition to 


hat grant, ſhe has undertaken to defray 


all the expenſes of his education, has 
placed him in a good boarding-ſchool, and 
engaged for him all the ſame maſters from 
whom | receive inſtruction. 7 


The good monſieur Dupleſſis has alſo 
enpreived the oreateſt friendſli p. for An- 
drew. He ſays he will keep a watch- 
ful eye over him, and that if he fulfils 
the expectations at preſent entertained of 
him, he will at a future day give him in 
marriage young Sophia who 1s to be his 
heireſs. You know that child, monſieur | 
Dupleſſis' niece : ſhe is now ten years of 
age, and is very engaging. Judge then 
how fortunate ſuch an event would be 
for Andrew. As I heard all this with- 
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out-any confidential ſecrecy, I privately. 
told it to Andrew, who very warmly 
thanked me for the information: but he 
has ſo good a heart, that, even if this ex- 
pectation were out of the queſtion, he 
would notwithſtanding prove a very ex- 
cellent youth. 


I now proceed to anſwer all your que- 
ſtions reſpecting monſieur d'Elfenne. — 
You already know, that, about twenty 
or two-and-twenty. years ſince, toward 
the concluſion of the reign of Louis the 
Fifteenth, monſieur d'Elſenne, who then 
poſſeſſed great power, cauſed my uncle to- 
be deprived of all his employments, and 
had him baniſhed to a remote province, 
as well as my late father. My mother, 
who was juſt married, accompanied my 
father to the furtheſt receſſes of Limouſin, 
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. 
and there remained with bim till the 
death of the ' reigning king. It was 
neceſſary to recall theſe tranſactions to 
your memory previous to my relating to 
you an event equally ſingular as made- 
moiſelle d' Elſenne's adventure. Figure 
to yourſelf, that, when mama was con- 
ducted to the houſe of detention, the firſt 
perſon ſhe met on entering that place of 
confinement was monſieur d' Elſenne — 
in the ſame predicament as herſelf — a 
priſoner. Mama, as ſhe paſſed him, re- 
peated this, verſe from the * of 
Warwick — 


« Th' . and th oppreſt meet in . ſame 
abode.” 


Monſieur d'Elſenne ſtarted — then re- 
mained motionleſs. Two or three days 


er, he approached her, ſpoke to her 


V 
with great mildneſs, and at length they 
gradually conceived the greateſt friend- 
ſhip for each other, and entered into a 
mutual promiſe that if either of them 
ſhould be releaſed from confinement, the 
party ſo liberated ſhould make every 
poſſible exertion in favour of, the other. 
Mama was the firſt releafed ; and ſhe 
kept her word. Monſieur d'Elſenne ob- 
| tained his liberty at the end of three 
weeks, He immediately came to pay 
mama a viſit: I thought. it very ſtrange 
to ſee him in our houſe, and could not 
turn my eyes from him one moment while 
he ſtaid. He has not at all the appear- 
ance of an ill-natured man; and that ſur- 
priſed me very much. : 


In four or five days after this, he fell 
dangerouſly ill. He was at death's door, 
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and continued near fifty days delirious. 
He is at length out of danger, according 
to the phyſician's report: but he has not 
ES: yet completely recovered his intellect, 
| and he is ſo extremely weak that the 


leaſt noiſe makes him ſwoon. As ſoon _ 


- as he is ſomewhat re-eſtabliſhed, mama 
will carry to him mademoiſelle d'Elfenne's 
— letter, and will tell him all that * aunt 


has done fo * 


* 


— 


e my friend Write as bon as 
= poſſible a good letter which ſhall conſole 
us; for your laſt gave us very great pain. 
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EDWARD V AUGUSTUS. = 


Rarup, Necomber 5t. 


| Yes, dear An 1 was to blame: 


was in a pet — a very ugly pet: I feel 


forrow at the conſciouſneſs of it, and yet 


1 acknowledge it with pleaſure. of But | 


Amenaide is perhaps ſtil} angry with 1 me 


on that account: I ſhall never be eaſy 


till you inform me that I have her for- 
giveneſs. | 


Alas! my friend! no news yet from 
Adelaide! How afflicting! — But, from 
information obtained at Hamburg, it ap- 
pears nearly certain that ſhe is at Co- 
penhagen with madame Rouſſel. Lord 
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„ 
Selby was already determined of his own 
acbord to viſit that city next month ; and 
he is ſo Kind as ſo ſettle an earlier period 
for his departure than he otherwiſe in- 
tended. We ſhall fet out in five or fix 
days — for I am to accompany him — 
and my father fully relies on our dili- 
_ gence in making all poſſible inquiries. 
The hope of once more finding and of ſoon 
ſeeing again a perſon ſo dear to us all has 
poured balm into our wounded hearts, 
and alleviates to me the grief I feel at the 
approaching ſeparation from my family. 


As ſoon. as we ſhall have found my 
fiter, we will give immediate notice of 
the happy event to my father, who will 
immediately come to meet her, but will 
not croſs the ſea with her on his return 
till after the melting of the ices, The 
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paſſage of the Belts at this ſeaſon would 
be terrifying to a lady: for it is occaſion- 
ally neceſſary to quit the boat, and drag 
it over fields of ice, which are to be 
croſſed on foot. That is a ſtrange mode 
of navigation; and I promife myfelf con- 
ſiderable pleaſure from the ſight of fo 
curious a proceeding: If our family were 
all united, I ſhould think it-very agreeable 
and amuſing to lead an emigrant life: for 
one is obliged to travel, and one acquires 

a deal of information. There is how- _ 


ever one inconvenience altached to it — 
that oftentimes one cannot ſtay where 
he is deſirous of ſtopping, and cannot go 
to the place which he would wiſh to 


reach. 


The cottage in which. we reſide is 
charming: it is a mill-houfe : but the 
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miller is moreover a farmer and huſband- 
man; ſo that we here ſee all the labours 
of the country. It is ſituate in a very 
lonely ſpot 7 it ſtands fronting an ex- 
tenſive ſheet of water termiflated by a 
beautiful meadow, and ſkirted on each 
ſide by enchanting groves. One of theſe 
groves is on a level ground, the other on 
a hill. Finally the ſound of the water- 
falls produced by the mill, the pleaſing - 
aſpect of the houſe and garden, the 
beauty of the trees, render this habita- 
tion perfectly. rural and agreeable even at 
1 this ſeaſon; and i in fummer it muſt be oy 
_ 


Notwithſtending the cold, lord Setby 
and I have made ſome excurſions in the 


neighbourhood ; and I wm taken draw. | 
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deſerve to be engraved — among others, 


the mill, the charming views of Leute- 
mark and Pagero. I have ſeen nothing. 
more beautiful in Switzerland. The, en- 


virons of Eutin and Kiel are! ſaid to be | 


ſtill more pictureſque. I wiſh ſome able 


artiſt were to make the tour of Holſtein: 


he would find it in every reſpeC&- well: . 


* 


worth his l. 


* 11 Er 


Our hoſt ad his family are the beſt; | 
kind of people in the world: they have re- 


ceived. an education which appears quite 
aſtoniſhing.in peaſants: / they all can read 
and write remarkably well: they have 


no coarſeneſs in their demeanour; the 
miller's nephew! is a very good muſi Ician,. 
and performs extremely well on the flute- 
and harpſichord — a thing which is very 
common here : the daughters execute. 
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charming tambour-work : and notwith: 
ſtanding theſe pleaſing accompliſhments, - | 


they all join in the toils of agriculture, 
men and women alike, and are very la- 
borious. But their. labours are ſhort — 
the day cloſes ſo early at this ſeaſon. 
Yeſter-evening, when they returned to 
the houſe at four o'clock, I was ſtill in 
the garden : I happened to be near the 
ſun-dial, which ſtands in the- middle of 
one of the walks. This combination of 


circumſtances ſuggeſted to me the idea 


of a few verſes which my father thinks 
tolerable : — I therefore ſend them to 


YOu. 


7 ox a a de written in December. 


Ah! why ſo early 5 the ſhade 

Which trac'd to human eye Time's rapid fight x 
So ſoon Night's ſable mantle is diſplay'd, 

Jo veil his progreſs. from our watchful fight ? 


- 


Say, Phœbus, brighteſt of the heav'nly pow'rs, 
Why, premature to weftern ſkies declin'd, 
Thy ray no longer notes the well-ſpent hours 
To virtue and induſtrious toil aſſign d? 
= 
' You muſt not let any one fee theſe lines 


except my couſin Amenaide. At our 
gage we may be allowed to ſend ſuch tri- 

fles to our friends; but it would be 

ridiculous to ſhow them to other people. 


* dear Artaxerxes! Do not for- 
get your faithful Tancred - 
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LETTER LX. 


Monfeur D'ELSENNE to his daughter 
” GARMIEL. 


Paris, Degember 20. 


Dane you for one inſtant appre- 
hend, my child, that my heart would not 
feel as ſenſibly as yours the gratitude 
with which you are ſo juſtly penetrated $ 
| Would-I be a father, if the attentions and 
the beneficent acts of which you are the 
object, did not inſpire me with ſuch a ſen- 
timent? 1 write to monſieur and madame 
d' Armilly; but I wiſh you moreover to in- 
form them that no language is capable 


off expreſſing what I feel. . Tis a double 


happineſs to gain the friendſhip of thoſe 
whoſe enmity we feared : 'tis at once 
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burſting the trammels of a culpable pre- J 
judice, expiating paſt injuſtice, and ba- 


niſhing a difagreeable and painful ſenti- 
ment, to make room for the moſt pleaſ- 
ing affection which can ennoble the hu- 
man heart, ; 


- 


; Monſieur and madame d' Armilly, in 


becoming our benefactors, have enjoyed 


all that pure ſatisfaction which generoſity 


can afford to exalted ſouls: but I am 
bound to. entertain ſentiments toward 
them, which ſhall enable me alſo to ap- 


proach the ſame degree of ſublime ele- 


vation; and I find thoſe ſentiments ſpring- 
ing from gratitude, I lament my former 


injuſtice: but, far from being overwhelms-- , 
ed by the recollection, I delight to. Ink 
dulge it, becauſe it increaſes my. admi⸗ 


ration; and I enjoy with exquiſite reliſh, 
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the pleaſures of a ſenſibility and an enthu· 
 fraſm which can alone reconcile me to my- 
ſelf by diſcharging a debt of fo ſacred a 


nature. 


_ Alas! life is fo ſhort ! what folly then 
to waſte it in vain trouble and vexation 
of ſpirit ! Ah! at, this period of diſcord 
and implacable reſentment, how infenſate, 
how criminal, muſt hatred appear to every 
generous foul ! One ſhudders on behold- 
ing to what exceſſive lengths it is capable 
of driving thoſe who are under its con- 
trol : for, of all the various cauſes which 
gave birth to the revolution, the only one 
which now exiſts, the ſole motive of the 
public and private conduct of thoſe who 
act under the influence of party-fpirit, is 
revenge l. . . Vou fee, my child, what 
its fruits are — injuſtice, violence, cruelty, 
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and the moſt inconceivable madneſs.* It . 


is dreadful to reflect, that, in the ordinary 
courſe of life, the man who declares him- 
ſelf the enemy of another, whatever may 


be his conduct, bears in his boſom the 


ſeeds of thoſe atrocious paſſions, and has 
already entered the dark path which con- 
dutts to ſuch horrible exceſſes: — an 
alarming idea | which had forcibly ſtruck 
my mind, even before I was informed 
that thoſe whom I have ſo long called“ my 
enemies“ had adopted my daughter. . 
On entering the priſon, whence I had fo 
near a view of the ſcaffold, and where-I 
ſaw vengeance each day ſucceſſively de- 


priving us of our aſſociates in misfortune, - 


| Texclaimed, © Gracious God! pardon me 
for having formerly thought that energetic 
ſouls were naturally inflexible in their re- 


ſentments ! I at length diſcover that this 
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| dark paſſion Turks in none but bafe and 


*cruel hearts, -and that true magnanimity 


1 


is beſt diſplayed in generous forgiveneſs.” 
—lIn that priſon I ſaw an angel — ma- 


dame de Palmene; and it was ſhe who 
 —_— 2 releaſe. 
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Ny Jo ese iet tell your ad- 
optive family that they are become the 


objects of my ſoul's tendereſt affections. 
After all the loſſes I have ſuffered, 1 feei 
no other intereſts, I have no other lies. | 
The only ſociety I now enjoy is that of 
madame de Palmene : ſhe bas, filled up 
the meaſure of her kindneſs to me by ho- 


nouring me with the moſt generous proof 


of her confidence: tis tome ſhe has par- 


ticularly intruſted the charge of monſieur 


d' Armilly's affairs; and you may judge 


* 
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mhothit I zealouſly exert ; myſelf in dit. 
Oy 5 that truſt. 3 mg 21! 77:31 of 


' 4 4 
® F | i . W 
£14 1. ” N 


With ee vblalß my child, you 
canhot return to France, becauſe you 
were fourteen years old when you quitted 
the country, and a girl of fourteen, Who 
has been carried away by her mother, is 
proſcribed by our laws. 1 ſhould, through 
regard to your intereſt, conſole myſelf for 
your abſence, if you could remain under 
the protection of the reſpectable family 
who have afforded you an aſylum : but T 
dare not venture to ſolicit that further fa- 
vour, although i it be the darling object of 
my warmeſt wiſhes. Monſieur ***, banker 
at Hamburg, will forward you a ſupply 
of money; and you ſhall every half-year 
regularly receive a "remittance to the 
fame amount. I flatter myſelf that your 


| | as ©. - 
generous benefaQrefs will bs ſo kind ay 
to inquire for ſome proper place where 
you may board and lodge, and in her 
on neighbourhood, if poſſible. 


of Adieu, my daughter! I have found a 
ſafe conveyance for this letter: in future 


1 intend to write to you in a covert and 
myſterious ſtyle: and do you, on your 
part, exactly follow the plan laid down 
for you by the perſon who will deliver you 
this paquet ; for, in writing to you and 
furniſhing you with the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence, I commit * a crime againſt the ſtate,” 
which ſubjects me to no leſs a penalty. - 
than © twenty years' impriſonment in 
irons.” At the ſame time, we are, thank 
heaven ! no longer under the rule of terror: 
thoſe who now hold the reins of govern- 
ment ſhow good intentions : for which 
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reaſon Lam comrineed that their only mo- 
tive for ſuffering ſuch laws to remain in 
force is to render more dear to us thoſe 
ſacred duties, and to impreſs the ſtamp 
of meritoriouſneſs on actions which in 
themſelves are ſo natural and imple that 
we could claim no praiſe for performing 
them if they were unattended” with theſe 
dangers. I think this is the ſpirit which 
has dictated all our new laws. S 


Adieu, my dear child! Return daily 
thanks to the Almighty for having ſo mi- 
raculouſly beſtowed op you a ſecond mo- 
ther ; and pray him to pour down a co- 
pious ſhower of bleſſings on that benefi- 
cent family. Such a prayer will be pro- 
pitiouſly heard. A pagan author “ ſays 
that «the prayers of the grateful man who 


* Seneca, 
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cannot acquit | himſelf of his obli gation 
transfer his debt to the gods.” This ſen- 
timent does honour to the divinity : it no 
doubt expreſſes one of his characteriſtic 
attributes. f 


—— —— 
2 LETTER 1 


GABRIEL to Ber. father. 


— 


"= 4: 488 | Rarvp, January 25, 1795, 
My dear papa, | 


Your letter has rendered me in every 
way extremely happy. I feel much 


- o * 


greater pleaſure in loving my dear bene- 
factreſs ſince I am become certain that you 
participate my ſentiments toward her. 


Heaven has heard your prayers and mine, 


_ 


= 

my dear papa: I am to remain here: 
madame d Armilly has told me that ſhe 
will not ſuffer me to quit her till ſhe re- 
ſtore me to your arms: and here is the | 
uſe ſhe has adviſed me to make of the 


yearly ſum you allow me — I am to keep 
one quarter of it to ſupply myſelf with 
clothes, and articles neceſſary for my edu- 
cation, ſuch as pencils, colours, paper, 
ſilk, ſtuff to work embroidery upon: I 
ſhall lay by another fourth part, in order 
to have a reſerve of ready money to meet 
unforeſeen demands; and! ſhall devote the 
remainder, that is to ſay one half, to the 
relief of diſtreſſed emigrants. We are now - 
engaged in ſearching for individuals of 
that deſcription ; and it is no difficult taſk 
to find them in any part of the globe: of 
courſe we ſhall certainly diſcover fome - 


u 


28 =P 
ere long, although there are very few in 
this quarter. 


Tuoung Edward is at Copenhagen with 
lord Selby. We have as yet received no 
intelligence of Adelaide : but we hope 
that lord Selby will ſoon give us informa- 
tion reſpecting her; for, according to 
every appearance, ſhe is in Denmark. 
From all I have heard concerning her, I 
feel as deeply intereſted for that young 
lady as if ſhe were my own ſiſter and 
ought I not to confider her in that light, 
ſince ſhe is the daughter of madame d' Ar- 
milly ? : 
Monſieur *, whois returning to France, 
takes charge of this letter: but, when I 
write by poſt; I ſhall attend to all the pre- 


F | 
cautions which my dear papa has directed 
me to obſerve. - Adieu, my tender father! 
I ſend you a ſpecimen of my tambour- 
work, and ſome little flower- pieces, which 
will enable you to judge of my profici- 
ency. Even if I were not fond of employ- 
ment, could I poſſibly be deficient in ap- 
plication, when I know it to be a mean 
of pleaſing you, and at the ſame time 
| have no other mode of ſhowing my grati- 
tude to her who is ſo laviſh in her atten+ 
tions to me? FW; ER 39 
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LETTER LXII. 


PIERROT 2 AUGUSTUS. 
| Rand January 29. 


SiC CE Tancred is no Jjonþle here to 
write you intelligence, my dear Artaxerxes, 


'tis I who muſt ſend it to you ; but on 
condition that you will punQually anſwer 
my letters. I will now give you an ac- 
count of an adventure almoſt ſurpaſſing 
belief. But firſt you muſt recall to mind 
the counteſs de Mortane, who was a very 
good kind of woman, and uſed to give 


ſuch nice luncheons to children. I per- 
fectly recollect having been at her houſe; 
and I fancy I ſtill ſee the great gilt ſaloon 
where the company danced — and the 
abbe who was preceptor to young Stephen 
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Mortane: that abbe was very ſevere; he 

was always ſcolding: he had a noſe of 
extravagant length, and a great wart on 
bis forehead : you ſee I have a good me- 
mory. Now I will relate the adventure, . 


which will furpriſe you N much. 


The day before Dy HOT 1 we were 
riſing from table, Ida, our hoſt's daughter, 
came to inform us that a little ped- 3 


lar inquired whether we wiſhed to buy 


any thing. She added that he frequently x 


paſſed through this part of the country, 
and ſold all ſorts of pretty nick-nacks. 

On hearing this, Gabriel was deſirous of 
ſeeing him ; but, inſtead of calling him in 
to our apartments, ſhe went with Ida to 
thoſe. of the miller. Amalazonte and 1 
2 followed her: my ſiſter Theode linda te- 


mained with mama. As ſoon as the little 
L 2 
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pedlar ſaw us, he unpacked bis wares, 
He ſpoke German: he was very young —- 
not above thirteen; but 1 did not take 
particular notice of him: however I 
thought his face was not unknown to me 
you will ſoon ſee that 1 was not miſtaken. 
I never ſaw any thing ſo handſome as the 
little collection of goods that he diſplayed 
before us — embroidered garters — knit 
mittens. — — garlands of flowers i in ſtraw — 
charming little baſkets made of -melon- 
ſeeds, which i is quite a new. thing — little 
tea-equipages i in imitation of china, and 
| made of egg g-mhells, but delightfully paint- 
ed with roſes and blue. bottles — and a 
variety of other things. — — Gabriel bought 
ſome thread and filk for her own uſe, and 
gave to Amalazonte and me a very com- 
plete tea-equipage of egg-ſhells, and two 
of the melon-ſeed baſkets: ; ſhe alſo bought 


ai 
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ſome of the ſtraw flowers for Theode- 
linda ; and then we returned to our own 


apartments. + 


Nama ke our Purchaſes fo pretty, 
that ſhe wiſhed to ſee the little ns 
He immediately came to her. — It is now 
that you will be greatly aſtoniſhed. You 
would never be able to gueſs who he was. 
Well then, only conceive, it was young 

Stephen Mortane, ſon of the counteſs de 
Mortane, who was formerly ſo rich — 
whio had ſo fine a houſe — and' who al- 
ways wore ſuch a number of diamonds l.. 
I did not recolle& his figure near ſo well | 
as that of his abbs, which has remained 
in my memory on account of his great 
noſe, and his wart, and alſo becauſe he 


uſed to prevent me from eating cheeſe- 


cakes: Befides, young Mortane is grown 
4 L 3 


very tall, and his face is much tanned by 
the weather ; for he has now been eigh- | 


teen months at the trade of pedlar, and 
conſtantly running about from morning 
till night. — He told us that he had twice 
traveled. on foot to Hamburg ; and that 
city is fix-and-thirty French leagues diſtant 
from this place. | had | 
The counteſs de Mortane, who was a 
widow, emigrated with her mother and 
her two children, Stephen and Lucy, the 
latter of whom is now twelve years old. 
The counteſs died at Hamburg two years 
ago. The children had then no other 
friend to protect them than their grand- 
mother, who is ſaid to poſſeſs no great 
ſtock of underſtanding, and is beſides very 
infirm. As ſhe had hardly any money re- 
maining, ſhe came to this part of the 
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country, and retired to the village called 

Little Brevel — for there are two Brevels, 
and the other bears the name of Great 
Brevel. That poor woman, who is ſe- 
venty-five years old, took up her reſidence 
in a cottage: and her money ſoon failing 
her entirely, ſhe ſet about knitting purſes 
— young Lucy, who is very handy and 
ingenious, made pretty little nick-nacks 
of every kind — and Stephen undertook 
to go and ſell them; which he has done 

with ſucceſs. He goes to Sleſwick and 
all the neighbouring chateaux, and ſells a 
ſufficient quantity of his wares to ſupport 
his grand-mother and ſiſter. — They have 
taken other names: yet they are well 
known to be French emigrants, but are 
thought to be of the lower claſs of people. 


Mama went yeſterday to ſee the grand- 
L 4 
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mgther, and found- her in a. garret with 


mademoiſelle de Mortane. The old lady, 
however, had a pretty good bed: but 
Lucy lay on the floor upon a coarſe 
cuſhion, and without ſheets ; and young 

Stephen ſlept on ſtraw; The brother 

and fiſter are very intereſting on account 
of their attention and attachment to their 
poor old grand- mother. Mama ſent them 
ſheets and ſome little articles of furni- 
ture: Theodelinda carried them two pots 
of confeQtionery — the one of apricot 


marmalade, the other of currant jelly. 


This. adyenture has aſſected us very 
much : but it has afforded great plea- 
fure to Gabriel, who has half of her 
yearly allowance to give away, and ſo is 


glad to have found ſuch a family. With 
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that money, they, will-no longer live-in | 
a garret: they are already ſettled in a 
new lodging. conſiſting of two very neat 
little apartments, where they have a 
good ſtove and comfortable beds. Ste- 
 Phen is no longer to go about as a ped- 
lar: my father has undertaken o-have _ 
their little works ſold at the fairs of 
Sleſwick and Kiel; and Stephen is-t6 
eome every day to our houſe to receive 
inſtruction ih writing. and- arithmetic, 
which my father has promiſed to teach 
him. Lucy is to remain at home to ads. 
tend her grand-mama ; but Gabriel will 
go to ſee her every morning, and teach 
her different things. — Their · cottage is 
only a ſhort quarter of a league from 
ours; ſo that it will be no more than a 
pleaſant walk for us. — My father ſays 
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thoſe two children may return to France 
without difficulty, and recover their pro- 
perty; and he has taken * bim to 
manage their affairs. 


I thought this hiſtory would give you 

' Pleaſure, and I beg you will relate it to 
Amengide, — Adieu, my dear Arta- 
Kerxes ! I embrace you, and I am and 
ever will be your ſineere friend Oraſ- 
manes. 5 
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LETTER LxIII. 
' GUSTAVUS „ EDWARD. 
Richterweil, April 1, 1795. 


You have given me ſo many proofs 
of your friendſhip, my dear Edward, 
that I am beforehand ſure of the in- 
tereſt you will feel in the happy change 
that has taken place in my ſituation. I 
aſſure you, my friend, that we had been, 
eſpecially during the laſt three months, 
deplorably circumſtanced. My parents 


reſources were entirely exhauſted : and I 
what filled up the meaſure of my grief, 
was the neceſſity by which we were com- 
pelled to part with monſieur Yabbs Du- 
bourg. He quitted us with much regret 
two months fince : he went to Zurich in 
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queſt of employment; and by unexpected 
good fortune the prince of *##®, who is 


in Switzerland with young prince Frede- 


ric his only ſon, came to Zurich, called 


upon monſieur D*** his banker, and told 
him he purpoſed ſending his ſon to make 
a tour in Italy, and wiſhed to provide 
him a French tutor, who, together with 
an excellent character, poſſeſſed good 
ſenſe and learning. Monſieur D*** pro- 
poſed the abbe Dubourg, who was aps 
proyed and engaged by the prince with- 
in a fortnight. This intelligence gave 
me the moſt exquiſite joy, ſince it re- 
leved me from all further anxiety re- 
ſpecting the fate of my reſpectable friend. 


In a ſhort: time after, monſieur l'abbẽ 
underſtanding that the prince was like- 
wiſe deſirous of procuring an artiſt to ac 


0... 
company his ſon and to take drawings of 
the fineſt views in Italy, propoſed me to 
his patron, but in a manner which ap- 
peared beſt calculated to make me ac- 
cept the phos weil pleaſure. He ſhow: 
ed the prince ſeveral drawings of mine, 
ſpoke of my character with all the in- 
dulgence of paternal affection, and at 
the ſame time added that my birth and 
my parents' principles would not allow 
me to embrace the profeſſion of an artiſt, 
but that I would think it an honour to be 
attached, under a ſuitable title, to a prince 
of a ſovereign family, and that in ſuch 
caſe I would zealouſly devote to his ſer- 
vice my feeble talents. - | 


| Monſieur Vabbe fucceeded in obtairs 
ing for me the title he ſolicited : and 
the prince, learning in what circum- 
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ſtances my family were, accompanied 
that favour by an additional kindneſs 
in ſending me a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
"ney, independent of the appointments he 
was pleaſed to allow me: an act of gene- 
roſity which has rendered me extremely 
happy, ſince that money is ſufficient to 
extricate my parents from their preſent 
difficulties, and to ſupply all their wants 
for two years to come. ; 


— 


Thus I am indebted to monſieur Vabbe 
for every thing — for my fondneſs of 
ſtudy and application — conſequently for 
what talent I poſſeſs in drawing — and 
finally for the employment which he has 
rendered me capable of filling. I ſhall 
not be ſeparated from him: I can ſtill 
derive benefit from his leſſons and ad- 
vice; and this idea is alone capable of 


231 
alleviating the pain I feel on parting 
from a family who are ſo dear to my 
heart. | 


I ſhall ſet out for Italy within a week. 


I flatter myſelf, dear Edward, that you | 


will occalionally write to me. I ſhall 


| ' ſoon ſend you my journal of remarks 


made in my travels. Meantime direct 
your letters for me to the care of mon- 
fieur D at Zurich, who will forward 


them to me. 


* 
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EDWARD „ GUSTAVUS. 

| Copenhagen, May 2. 

You do me jubjce,; my dear Guſta- 

vus, in ſuppoſing that I ſincerely parti- 

cipate in every fortunate . event which 

can befall you. Your-letter has afforded 


me very great pleaſure. It muſt be 
gratifying to your feelings to owe ſuch 


obligations to the reſpectable abbẽ Du- 
bourg: heaven thus repays your attach- 


ment to him: you afforded. him an afy- 
lum : you have profited by his careful 


attention ; and you now receive the re- 


ward of your benevolence and diligent 


application. I think, my friend, that 


grateful ſouls are under the care of a 


wa 
peculiar providence. They are no doubt 
protected in a ſpecial manner by God, 
the fupreme benefaQor, who never to- 
tally abandons any but the ungrateful. 
You are about to viſit a very intereſting 
country, and I hope you will give me 
ample accounts of it in your letters. On 
my part, I ſhall communicate to you my 
obſervations. *-Fate has conducted you 
and me to the two oppoſite extremities 
of Europe: we-muſt ſubmit, and muſt en- 
deavour to render this unexpected no- 
velty of our ſituation ſubſervient to the 
acquiſition of knowledge and experience. 


Copenhagen is a very beautiful city: 
it contains ſociety of an amiable and bril- 
tiant kind, by whom ſtrangers are en- 
tertained with graceful politeneſs and 
obliging attention. The northern na- 


* 
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tions have always enjoyed the reputation 
of hoſpitality : they ſupport that charac- 
ter in a remarkable manner at a period 
- Which certainly furniſhes them with every 


Poſſible opportunity of diſplaying it. I 
ſhall give you more detailed particulars 
on the ſubject hereafter : but we have 
nitherto been ſolely occupied by the care 
of ſeeking my ſiſler Adelaide, though 
unfortunately our reſearches have proved 
ineffeAual. All we have been able to 
-learn is that a Frenchwoman named 
madame Rouſſel (the very name of my 
- fiſter's gouvernante) ſet out from Ham- 
burg four months ago in company with 
a young lady, aged about fourteen, of a 
very handſome figure, whoſe name was 
Adelaide Clara, and who was not her 
daughter. There were' other circum- 
© ſtances alſo which produced in us a per- 
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ſuaſion that the young lady in queſtion 
could be no other than my ſiſter; and 
we ſtill continue of the ſame opinion. 
But I recolle& with grief and diſappoint- * 


ment the adventure of mademoifelte d El- 


ſenne; and hence I am taught to con- 
ſider how far. from impoſſible it might be 
that chance and- thoſe ſingular co-inci- 
dences ſhould a ſecond time give riſe to 
a ſimilar miſtake. Nevertheleſs we have 
collected fuch a number of fatts, ſo many 
minute circumſtances, that, when united 
in one view, they are ſufficient to remove 
our doubts. One thing however is cer- 
tain, that thoſe two female emigrants, of 
whom we diſcovered ſome traces here, 
are no longer at Copenhagen. The point 
now is, to diſcover whether they re- 
turned to Hamburg, or proceeded to | 
Norway or Sweden, — In conſequence of 
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dur Netter, m my father has again ſet out 
for Hamburg, where if he make no if: 
covery, he will range through” entire Hol- 
ſtein, and extend his ſearch even to "ut: 
land. * R 
We have inferted notices in all the 
German gazettes to appriſe my ſiſter of 
the names of the places where we reſide. 
Lord Selby moreover has twice written 
on the ſame ſubject to his mother : he 


has received no anſwer from her: but he 


had taken the precaution of writing at 
the ſame time to bis correſpondent in 
London, directing him to have ſimilar 
articles printed in the public papers 
there: and his defire has been com- 


plied with; for Lord Selby has read 


them in three different Engliſh papers 


which have been ſent to him ſincè our 


8 
arrival here. We have never entertained | | 
an idea that my fiſter was in England; 
for we have eyery reaſon to be convinced 
that ſhe could have no inducement to go 
to that iſland: but, in an affair which 
ſo deeply intereſts us, no precaution is to 
be neglected: hence, my dear Guſtayus, 
I ſhall even requeſt' of you to make m- 
quiry alſo in the countries through which 
you travel. It is better to take a thou- 
ſand uſeleſs ſteps than to omit 2 ſingle 


one which may be of any importance. 


Let me often hear from you, my dear 
Guſtayus ; and do. not forget a friend 
who feels for you a very affectionate at- 
tachment which will endure as long as 
life itſelf. 
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LETTER LXV. 


MELANIA e OLYMPIA. 
SED +%® June 15. 


VE 8, my dear Olympia, I become each 
day more ſtrongly confirmed in my con- 


- verfion ; and the longer I live at the court 
to which 1 belong, the more fully am I 
convinced that it is poſſible to find amia- 
ble and virtuous princes. I. will relate 
to you a trait which ſpeaks more forcibly 
than any eulogiums I can pronounce. 


The young princeſs Julia has been ſick, 

and after a manner ſufficiently calculated 
to create uneaſineſs: her illneſs was of 
long duration : and after ſome time ſhe 
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was obliged to diſcloſe a ſecret, which 
was ſubſequently revealed by her admiring 
confidante. She acknowledged to the 
counteſs of D that ſhe privately al- 
lowed ſeveral little penſions to certain 
diſtreſſed individuals—that the term of the 


, + Periodical payments had elapſed during 


her ſickneſs — and that, unable either to 
go abroad herſelf or to receive her dif- 
ferent penſioners in private, ſhe wiſhed to 
ſend them the money which was intended 
for them. A calculation was made of 
the amount of thoſe different benefac- 
tions, and they were found conſiderably 
to exceed a moiety of the yearly allow- 
ance enjoyed by that young princeſs : 


yet nobody ever knew any thing of the _- 


matter, becauſe ſhe had managed it with 
the moſt profound ſecrecy, and enjoin- 
ed the unfortunate perſons thus relieved 


- 


, 
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kat language is capable of embel- 
Bſbing ſuch conduct? what comment 
capable of making any addition to the 
ſentiment which its bare recital inſpires ? 
In ſhort, throughout the whole of 
this auguſt family I obſerve the fame 
goodneſs, the ſame virtues. . .. I live un- 
der their protection; and that conſidera- 


tion prevents me from expreſling my 
feelings i in terms. adequate to the warmth 
of my wiſhes. A due attention to. deli- 
cacy forbids proſcribed: exiles. to beſtow 
overt praiſe on thoſe who grant them an 
aſylum: this privation is the moſt truly 
humiliating circumſtance attendant. on 


* This trait is not a gion I have learned it with 1 
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misfortune : to happy and independent 
people alone is it granted ta indulge the 
noble and pleaſing effuſions of admira- 
tion: unfortunates and fugitives cannot 
offet a tribute of praiſe which is not 
liable to ſuſpicion: they muſt at leaſt | 
diſguiſe it whenever they ſuffer! it to 
break forth : they are like unfayoured 
lovers, Who. dare not ſpeak except in 
myſterious terms, or are condemned, t to: 
abſolute filence. 4 on oY 
Vou know, my dear Olympia, that you 
and I have often laughed at the popular 
maxim, that negroes are | altogether 
good or altogether bad.“ But I, think 
that if the ſame remark were applied g 
princes, it would prove tolergbly jut, v5 . 
For, in fact, when à prince has due 9 
| himſelf to be corrupted by flattery, I can... 
VOL 11. * 5 


T0008 
readily believe that be 3 . aliogether 
bad: but when be has been able fo re- 
fiſt its ſeductive influence, we may con- 
clude” him to have originally inherited 
from nature ſo ſuperior à mind, and ſo 
excellent a character, that he muſt truly 
be « altogether Wood” e 5 


as fre... © 1 1 > 111 


1 know my -father entertains s hopes of 
being footy able to remigrate to France. 

Vet, notwithſtanding the pleaſure 1 ſhall 
| feel in returning to my native land, and 
my inexpreſſible joy -on. ſeeing myſelf 
onoe more in the boſom of my family, 
1: earmvr quit this country without an 
 affe@tionate regret. How powerful hen 
the emotions of tenderneſs I ſhall expe- 
riehee on reviſi iting Zurich and bidding 

you adieu! Write to me, dear Olympia, 
as often as you can : the happineſs of re- 
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ceiving your Kiters is to me TY 


fince I may venture to hope that 1 an 
never de OY of it." O08 37.2 er 
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VIS, my "It chevalier, I am ſtill de- 
lighted with my new ſituation. At all 
times, to erjay perfect tranquillity is to 
be happy; but in times like the preſent 
it is happineſs in the extreme. — My 
apartment is ſmall, but very neat: 1 
have the uncontroled uſe of a ſuperb 
chateau, of an immenſe library, und of the 
** 2 


3 domeſtics, who punctually obey my com- 
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fineſt 8 upon and and I exer- 
eiſe ſupreme juriſdiction over all the 


mands. I may readily fancy myſelf the 
miſtreſs of this magnificent manſion; 
though, if I were fo in reality, I ſhould 
be leſs happy: for, in that caſe, I ſhould 
be obliged to examine the accounts of 
a ſteward — a very tireſome and unplea- 
ſant employment: I ſhould be obliged 
to do the honours of the houſe — ſtudy 
the minutiz of faſhionable dreſs — fit 
under the hands of a friſcur —appear 
at court —entertain a mob of trouble- 
ſome viſitors. | | What happineſs to be 
relieved from ſuch a martyrdom ! And 
what i is the fate of thoſe who live in the 


1 | world with a great fortune? They are 


doomed to ſpend the whole period of 
their exiſtence in ſacrifiging their ineli- 
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nations, Weir Wetön, their health, their 8 
time, t0 to faſhion, etiquette; and the moſt 
frivolous prejudices,” To a perſon who 

has once paſſed the years of early youth, 
and is neither addicted to gaming nor 
tainted with vanity | or ambition, but has 
a-reliſh for ſolid enjoyments, the life that 
is led at court and in the great world is 
en infupportable. WY 
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| You may perhaps tell me that in 1 8 
caſe a perſon is at liberty to chooſe a 
mode of life ſuited to his own taſte: 

but I anſwer that it is extremely difficult 
to purſue ſuch a plan when one is poſ- 
ſeſſed of a conſiderable fortune: in that 
| ſituation one has ſo many connexions. 
lo many intimate friends for whom one 
Cares little, but to whom nevertheleſs 
one is ſtill linked by habit — that it re- 
M3 


'246 


2 


quires no ſmall ſhare of reſolution to de- 

termine on breaking ſo many little ties; 
and braving the clamour of the public 
voice. For when a perſon of immenſe 
fortune renounces ſociety, he. infolcen a 
large majority of thoſe who figure in the 
| great 3 world with the ſame kind of indig- 
nation which is excited by a merchant 
who declares himſelf. a bankrupt, To 
| fee themſelves thus deprived of ſump- 
. tuous dinners, entertainments, ſeats in a 
: front: box at the theatre, &c. &c. — theſe | 
are unpardonable crimes, ! Accordingly 
we may obſerve that this ſpecies, of de: 
ſertion never meets with public appro- 
bation : the world i is unwilling, to view. it 
in any other light than that of avarice or 
caprice. 


But, beſides, if a perſon chooſes tg 
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devote his days to retirement, where is 
the uſe of a great fortune? One no 
longer ſtands in need of a fine houſe, | 
if he intends to entertain in it none but 
-thoſe for whom he feels a real eſteem, 

, _-thoſe who come to it ſolely for the ſake 
of the owner's ſociety: one has no 
longer occafiori for pomp and ſhow-: 
in a word, no other mode would remain 
of employing thoſe treaſures but that 

1 giving them away. I grant, indeed, 
that to uſe them thus would be pro- 
ductive of celeſtial enjoyment: but when 
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one does not poſſeſs them, one is not tor- 
mented by the deſire of having them 
for the ſake of ſcattering them abroad. 
It is only to gratify their vanity. that 
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intention of making a proper; uſe of 


— - ** — — —-— —— 
+ <A. 2 1 7 
3 . a 
. , woes Tp . 
— RC 


them. I will even venture to affirm that 
M 4 


. 
| 6 — 
* * 
—— — 
pA 


——» 
* „ — 

n 
x * — - _ >” 


* 1 
—— 2 


— — — — 
- y 2 3 
1 Pg: 
> 
— 


248 

perſons in a ſtate of | mediocrity find a 
purer pleaſure in the practice of bene- 
ficence, becauſe their liberalities are 
more meritorious and dealt out with | 
greater diſcernment. Magnificent dona- 
tions are generally attributed to often» 
tation; and certain it is that vanity, 
which depreciates the beſt of actions, 
chas always ſome ſhare in them. It 
is glorious to found Hoſpitals and 
Ahns-houſes: but it is more grateful to 
the feeling heart to repair to the ſoli- 
tude, and there diſtribute bread to the 
inhabitants of the cottages. Tbe con- 
cluſion to be drawn from all I have here 
ſaid is that heaven ſeems to have re- 
ſetved all the genuine happineſs of this 
life to the ſtate of mediocrity: and as im- 
menſe riches remove their poſſeſſor to a 

greater diſtance from that happy ſtate 
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than poverty wall do, it hence reſults 
that you and I are much nearer to happi- 
neſs than monſieur de Montmartel and 
| W "Roe have ever been * 
As to che — of m my Ration; iy 
occupy but a'ſmall portion of my time. 
With good ſenſe, method, and aQivity, 
there are no domeſtic duties, confined to 
mere ſupetintendence, | which may not 
be perfectly well fulfilled by a. perſon 
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Two tax-farmers ( fermiers-gentreus) poſſeſſed of 


millions, but who ruined themſelves by their extra» 
vagance. The latter cloſed the ſcene by ſuicide, Ne, 


+ The reader will 3 perceive by the exam- 
ples quoted, that ſhe has not in view that ſtate of ab- 
ſolute poverty in which a perſon is at once deſtitute both 
of income and reſources : the condition of life here 


meant is that in which one has merely the neceſſaries 


of life, or which renders labour indiſpentable to the 
obtainment of a maintenance. 
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who regularly devotes to them a ſingle 
| Hour each day. This being the eaſe, I 
have never admired thoſe notable huſwives 
who have a great character in that line: 
and my admiration has been with- held 
for the very ſame reaſon which induces 
others to praiſe them — that is to ſay, 
becauſe they are ever ſtirring and buſy. 
That eternal buſtle is to me a proof 
of nothing elſe than puerility or affecta- 
tion. A woman of underſtanding can 
manage her houſehold full as well as 
they, and often much better, without 
letting any one obſerve that it is ſhe 


FFT 3 


who dire&s and gives motion to the 


whole. £ 39 1 

I do not here ſpeak of . thoſe women 
who, though poſſeſſing not only a decent 
competency but even a conſiderable for- 
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tune, garry their cconomic virtues ſo far 
as perſonally to perform 3 all the offices of 
cookery. I am, aware that this cuſtom, 

8 which. prevails in ſeveral countries, ap- 
Pears to, the eyes of certain travelers an 
infallible proof of the moſt rigid morality. 
They think a woman muſt poſſeſs all the 
perfections of her ſex when once ſhe has 
learned to dreſs a good dinner, and has 
devoted herſelf to paſs her time among 
ſervant-maids and yalets. According to 
their ideas, the kitchen is a ſacred tem- 
ple where female honour is eyer ſafe. 
Such men contemplate with equal ten · 
derneſs and admiration. a young woman 
chopping meat, and ſcorching her face 
over a ſtove. Different people vie we things 
in different lights, and each judges ac- 
cording to his own peculiar, mode , of 
thinking: but, for my part, I am of 
M 6 
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opinion that when a cook is kept in 
the houſe, it is unneceſſary for the miſ- 
treſs of the family to take a part with 
her in ſuch functions, and that it is much 
better ſhe ſhould ſtudy to pleaſe her 
huſband, attend to her children, and 
render herſelf capable of properly edu- 
cating. them, than to ſpend every day four 
or five hours amid the heat and filth of a 
kitchen, unneceſſarily labouring at a diſ- 
guſtful and unwholeſome employment 
which invariably terminates in the ruin 
of her health. | 


Be it obſerved, however, that my cri- 
ticiſms are ſolely leveled againſt thoſe 
rich dames who are habitual cooks, and 
who, through laue of fame, delight in cut- 
ting up raw meat. I can never view 
them in imagination without fancying 1 


ſce their hands ſmeared with blood or 
charcoal. Yet I am well pleaſed” that a 


young lady fall have learned ſo much 
of cookery as relates to the larder and 


pantry : in this branch of the art there i Is 
nothing diſagreeable: and it even ſeems 
proper that jellies and conſerves of fruits 
and flowers ſhould be prepared by female 
hands. 


I wnite pretty often to my miſtreſs; the 
baroneſs de Pflemmingen. I completely 
diſguiſe my hand-writing ; but at the 
fame time I endeavour to render my let- 
ters agreeable to her. In this 1 think 
I may venture to flatter myſelf that 
my efforts are ſucceſsful ; for her an- 
ſwers are long and delightful, and the | 
aſſures me that ſhe moſt ardently longs to 


be © perſonally acquainted with me,” © 


She has not an idea that the deſired in 
terview will prove a yery fine di/zqvery 
in the ſtyle of romance, an incident cal- 
culated to produce an admirable ſlage- 
effect. She ſtill intends to viſit England; 
ſo that ſhe will not come to, this man- 

- fion in leſs than eighteen months or two 


years. 


Beſides the baroneſs, I write to no- 
body but madame de Blimont and you. 
I do not carry on a correſpondence with 
madame d'Ermont : but receive intel- 
ligence reſpecting her from her. couſi in, 
who informs me- that ſhe is ftraining 

every nerve to obtain permiſſion to re- 
a migrate to France. So, then, that ſtaunch 
royaliſt is going to turn republican ! It 
muſt be confeſſed that ſuch inſtances of 


apoſtaſy throw a prodigious diſcredit on 
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the political ſyſtems or the characters of | 
the enthuſiaſts: of the different parties. 
Happy the peaceful and moderate peo- 
ple who have never indulged in abuſe | 
or invective, who have not hated any per- 
ſon on account of his opinions! They 
have at preſent no recantations to make. 
You adviſe me, my dear chevalier, to 
uſe my endeavours alſo for obtaining my 
reſtoration to my native country. I ſhould 
certainly follow your advice if I were fure 
of finding peace in France: but how can pod 
1 expect that? I return you thanks for 
the offers you have made mei on the ſub- 
je&: but I confeſs to you, that I had 
rather remain keeper of this ſine cba- 
teau than go to live in the! midſt of 
factions and intrigues — and for what ? 
for the ſake of a property with which I 
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can ſo well diſpenſe ! I have devoted my 


days to ſweet tranquillity ; nor is it poſ- 
ſible for me to. deſcribe to you the calm 

ſerenity of my ſoul: oh! how delight- 
| Sully Lrergoy: it, when I contraſt it with 
the dreadful. agitations which haraſs ſo 
many other people. Philoſophers and 
poets think they preſent us with an im- 
pPreſſine idea of ſuperior courage, when _ 
they deſeribe to us the ſage reſolutely 
5 Rroggling againff misfortune : I do ſome- 
thing better than ſtruggle againſt it 
Jembrace it, not onhy with: ſubmiſſion, 
but-with joy. I: feet: myſelf indebted to 
a lor much: greater advantages than it 
was able to deprive me of: it has given 
me what I conſider as amply equivalent 
to every thing (elſe — a patient and in- 
dulgentitemper, unclouded ſerenity and 
peaceful reſignation of mind, and the in- 


a 


eſtimable happineſs of diſcovering the full 
extent of my individual ſtrength and re- 
ſources. Suffer me then to remain in my 
ſolitude, Where I am forgotten by. the 
wicked and the lukewarm, and where 
Ino longer live but to enjoy. thoſe | 
pleaſures which are moſt grateful to my 5 
ſoul. Can there be, eſpecially at the 
preſent 2 a more een aun. of 
exiſtence? Au 166 net U 
Write me lads and ie letters. 
One muſt have lived for ſome time” in 
total retirement, to know what a value 
may be ſet on the epiſtolary communi- 
cations of a real friend who writes as 
you do. The mail does not arrive here 
till evening: but the bare hope of re- 
ceiving a letter ſheds an inexpreflible in- 
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tereſt over every poſt-·day; and it were 


impoſſible for me to give you an ade- 


quate idea of the pleaſure I experience 


when J am preſented with a heavy paquet 


ed 


on which I recogniſe the Bremen poſt- 
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Adieu, my friend! Be convineed, that, 
when one lives in profound ſolitude,” ab- 
ſence, inſtead of weakening friendſhip, 
flrengthens and exalts it. 
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No. my dear. cake we have as yet 
received no direct intelligence of Ade- 


laide ; but it appears certain that ſhe 


is either in Denmark or Sweden. Lord 
Selby, in his laſt letter, informs my ſa- 


ther that be thinks he has at length 
poſitively found ſure traces which will 


enable him ſpeedily to diſcover her. You | 
readily. conceive, my deat friend, how 
ſeverely we have ſuffered! during this 


long ſuſpenſe and expectation. Mama's 
health i is n ee in conſequence. 


20a Ga 4 Dus nn . N As ul. 13 


There is ſome ak of ſending: back 
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my brothers, my little ſiſter, and myſelf, 
to my aunt in F rance, for the ſake of 
the property 3 will be eee to 
to na 8 benidunent, 1 to leave 
our father and mother exiles in a ſtrange 
: country., What ſatisfaction could I en- 
joy in a large and elegant houſe while I 
reflected that they - inhabit: a little cot 
tage? Nuvertheleſt it would give me 

grrat pleaſure again to Tee my aunt, my 
couſin Artaxerxes, and you, my dear 
Amenaide : but it is in company with 
mama that my happineſs on ſuch an oc- 
caſion would be complete. It has been 
determined that my elder brother ſhall 
continue in Denmark during the whole 
time of lord Selby's ſtay there, and that 
Oroſmanes, Amalazonte, and I, are not 
to return to France till the beginning of 
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ther may then be able. to come with. us. 


i Our habitation is at this moment de- 
lightful: we are in a very agreeable neigi- 
bourhood, and often viſit at Dollrott. If 


I were more capable of writing, I ſhould 


ficult taſk; and I think it would be impoſe 
ſible to detail in a fingle letter all their 
good and amiable qualities. I have alſ6 


a charming friend at Flarup — a young 
girl of my own age, adopted by a lady who 
is giving her a moſt complete education. 


We take long walks, in which we find 
numbers of curious plants and beautiful 


butterflies, which we paint together with 
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give you the portraits of the owners of that . 
chateau; but it would prove a long anddif- 
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: Gabel Know perfectly content: ſhe is 
ſill ſomewhat melanch6ly,, dut fliv is d. 
able and very good. natured. She pays a 

moſt affecting attention to the emigrant 
| family I have before mentioned to you — 
madame de Mortane and her grand-child- 
ren. Thoſe” children; whoſe affairs my 
father has entirely ſettled, will return to 
France next month, and in company with 
their grand mother, whoſe name has, 
through the exertions: of my 2 an 
: . from * liſt of emigrants. Tins Bs 


1 nay kits ruin 
welle Oraſmanes climbs trees like a ſquir: 


| rel: at the ſame time he is very attentive 
to his learning; and ſpeaks German in a 


„ 

manner that is really” ſurpriſing. | Adiey, 
dear Amenaide | Continue to love your 
; Theodelinda, and often tell her fo. 
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Fic the tenor of your laſt letter, my | 


dear friend, 1 hope you have at length 
found our beloved Adelaide, and that ſhe” 
is at this moment in your arms. On my 
part, I have uſed every poſſible endeavour” 
to acquire information reſpeRting her, but” 


all to no purpoſe. How happy I ſhall be 


when informed that ſhe is again under 


are: protection Who more fully than 1 
can conceive and feel all that you bare | 
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ſiulfered in ſuch u cruel ſtate of uncer- 
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Vour affairs here are in a proſperous 
| train: monſieur d Elſenne devotes hisentire 
attention to them. In his ſoul, gratitude is 
a real paſſion ; and, truly, his boſom is 
endued with ſenſibility and generoſity i in 
a very uncommon degree. You are not 
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poſitively determined on ſending Edward 
to us immediately but we inſiſt on have 
ing the other children for the reafons 
given you at large by monſieur d. Elſenne. 
He conjures you to intruſt him with the 
charge of Pierrot, whom he will keep till 
you are enabled to bring back to him his 
Gabriel. 1 aſſure you that Pierrot would 


ſind in him a moſt attentive and affection- 
ate inſtruQor. Does your imagination 
oecaſionly repreſent to you that formi- 
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— thatimplicableenemy=—th at Wer 
 perſecutor— in ſliort, monſſeur d Elſenne 
— now ſolely occupied with your intereſts, - 
und with whatever coneerns you Pn 
Alas! too often do indifference and en- 
mity ſucceed the moſt tender affection: : 
how pleaſing, then, to adinire'a quite con- 
trary change, and to ſec hatred ſucceeded 
by ſincere attachment ! Were we duly ac- 
quainted with the aſtoniſhing verſatility 
of the human heart, a well-founded hope 
would affuage in our boſoms the racking | 
tortures inflited by our own violent and ir- 
rational feelings ; ; and we would ſay to our- 
ſelves — © This paffion, which I now deem 
unconquerable, will perhaps, after a time, 


leave in my ſoul no other trace of its ex- 
iſtence-than contempt and diſguſt: — that 
individual, who now excites my culpa- 
ble averſion; ma may haply one day become 
Pig YO 
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my deareſt friend.... . Oh] how happy, 
it were if ſuch reflections as theſe could 
| moderate a dangerous enthuſiaſm, or con- 
quer unjuſt prejudices ! 1. , Both you and. 
1 have known a woman who, during, ten 
ſucceſſive years, fancied ſhe felt an inſur- 
mountable antipathy to her. huſband, and 
who, at the expiration of that period, 
ſudden]y conceived for him a moſt tender 
and impaſſioned attachment which conti- 
nues to his hour. Inſtances of this kind, 
which are much more frequent than peo- 
ple ſuppoſe, furniſh, in my opinion, one 
of the ſtrongeſt arguments which can be 
advanced againſt divorces, independently; 


of any religious. conſideration. There are, 

no ſentiments which reſt on a truly ſolid 

baſis, except thoſe inſpired by nature or 

preſeribed by duty: all others are linked 
with illuſions or errors which time will to 
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a' 'cettainty remove at laft, and Which rea: 


ſon and virtue would be capable of diff- 7} 


Paung at an earlier period. 8 
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"You aſk me concerning madame de 


C A fortnight ago I ſaw her for the 
firſt time theſe three years. By extraor- 


dinary good fortune ſhe has lived peace= 
ably in Languedoc, without having been 
either deprived of her liberty, or perſecut- 


ed. Shei is ſtill equally amiable as hereto- 
fore ; ; but ſhe rears her little Clementina 


very ill. That child, who 1s now ten years 
old, has all the appearance of a boy dreſſed 


in girl's clothes : ſhe is ever cracking a 


whip or beating a drum: ſhe climbs up on 
the chairs, and makes a dreadful noiſe; 1 


25 


have never ſeen a child more ridiculous 


or more troubleſome. At all theſe pranks 
madame de C only ſrailes, obſerving 
N 2 
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„ 
with, an air of complacency, that Clemen- 
tina is a perfect romp.” From her man 


| ner it is evident;that ſhe- annexes to that 
character a certain idea of grace and 
prettineſs: and, Clementina, who by no 
means miſtakes her mother's meaning, is 
always ſure to redouble her noiſe whenever 
ſhe hears thoſe expreſſions, which ſhe in- 
terprets in no other ſenſe than that of an 
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Ham eaſy it is to fly from one extreme 
ta the other! Madame de C“ has been 
fixuck: with the formality of certain mo- 
thers, who wiſh. that their daughters at 
fix or ſeven years of age ſhould have © a. 
genteel carriage; and ſhe ſuffers her Cle- 
mentina to contract the manners and be- 
haviour of the little girls who run about 
che ſtreets: the wiſhes to ſee her at the 
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gage of ten a downright rompꝰ unt | 
is to ſay, unable to amuſe herſelf with- 
| out indecency and vulgarity. | 


- Your children and mine have beer 

been ſubject to unreaſonable reſtraitit: 
they poſſeſs all the natural eaſe and atii> 
able chearfulnefs ufual at their years — 
but within the bounds of moderation and 
decency. Our girls are not of the fate 
bold maſculine turn as our boys: they hive 
not been diveſted of thofe graces which - 

from early childhood are the characteriſfic 
ornament of their ſex — timid gentleneſs 
and inftinftive modeſty. At ten years uf 
age, whenever they were permitted to 
ſpend a fhort time in company, inſtead of 
teaſing every individual preſent by hoify - 
ſports, they were already capable of liter 
ing to the converſation with attention, and 
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conſequently with adyantage. I therefore 
think that Adelaide, ] uliette, Gogo, and 
Adriana will be much more amiable wo- 
men than ever Clementina can be, al- 
though the latter alſo was originally en- 
dowed with an excellent tun An 
ſition. 


Win ceſpeR to 1 de 0 * 
alter in. law, ſhe is ſtill the ſame woman as 
| You have formerly, known her — enthuſi- 
aſtic by rule and meaſure, coldly empha- 
tic, and mortally tireſome to all thoſe who 
have any 1 reliſh for nature-and reaſon. Her 
converſation reſembles thoſe dull jeſt- 
| books compiled by perſons void. of taſte. 
Her character is not more eſtimable than 
her intelleCt : at the commencement. of 
the revolution ſhe was a zealous conſtitu- 
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tioniſi ·; ; and you may recolle&t how cru- 
elly ſhe uſed to martyriſe our patience 


with her encomiums on „limited mo- 


harchy” and on mixed governments.“ 
She is now a flaming republican: and the 


would 'no doubt be an ardent royaliſt if 


our gallant warriors Had not vanquiſhed 
all'the powers' of Europe who had con- 
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On the de & politics, a — 
ought; in my opinion, to confine ber dit. 


courſe to lock points alons as are con 


nected with mofality, to particular e 


to certain foclal ibſtitiitions. But when 


the ventures to deſcant on conſtitutions 
| and fortns of government, ſhe then ren= 
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The name of conſtitutionift (conflitutionnel) has been 


particularly 2274 to the ſupporters of dhe on 


ſtitution of 1791. 7. 
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ders herſelf ſupremely ridiculous. «Deſti- 
tute of ſubſtantial knowledge, ſhe can 
only repeat with pedantic aſſectation the 


moſt trite common- place remarks; and 
this ſtrange mixture of ig norance, arro- 
gant pretenſions, and frivolity, preſents a 
picture ſo comical and ſo ſtriking, that I 
am ſurpriſed our dramatiſts have not yet 
thought of introducing ſuch a charaQter 
on the ſtage. A piece entitled The 
Female Politician,” or © The Female Poli- 
ticjans,” might be rendered a moſt excel- 
lent and charaſteriſtic comedy. The ſub» 
je appears. to me more humorous than 
that of 60 The literary Ladies,” or r of 
o Pedantry in Petticoats. What pity 
that ſuch a charafter did got exiſt io the 
days of Moliere 


| Adieu, my dear fiſtey! I entertain the 


5 
pleaſing prefentiment that we fhall fooh 
fee each orhet again: but if you do not 
return to us within four or five months, 1 
ſhall certainly go to pay you a viſit. = 
intruſt this letter to the amiable and in- 
tereſting Alphonſina, who will paſs near 
the place of your reſidence as ſhe proceeds 
to embark for Denmark, on her way to 
Stockholm. That young lady, unable to 
obtain permiſſion for her parents to.return 
to France, is ſetting out with her huſband 
to go to them: and, in abandoning every 
thing to undertake ſo long a jourhey, fue 
conſiders herſelf as merely performing att 
indiſpenſable duty. Such conduct indeed 
is very natural on her part: but, in a fon- 
in-law, it is entitled to great praife. = | 
Madame de N*** is alfo gone to fee her 
mother in Switzerland. It is with con- 
fiderable pleafure I obſerve . a 

Ns 


+% * 


| | 

| „ 

| . fortunes and perſecutions have exalted all 
the virtuous ſentiments of generous ſouls. 

Adieu, my friend! Do nat write tome 

under any other addreſs than that given 


bo yon by monſieur Dupleſis. 

| 1805 . x , oo! a N 1 2 | 4 5 
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T is true, my . that for eighteen 
months paſt my mind has been entirely 
engroſſed by the marriage of your couſm 
Are It was on eve . dur a 


3 


broken off by the caprice er wy iter 
in-law; but at length it has by my 
exertions been brought to a happy iſſue. 


Be — evertficds;” hpi dear 
Arthur, that, however Hvely the intereſt 
1 take in this affair, 1 mould have m- 
nutely anſwered the letters you mention, | 
if L had received them. But now praft- | 
I perceive that you have written me three 
or four letters which have never reached | 
me. I know not whom you! mean by that. 8 
Lintereſting fogithve'® While ſtory 5 you 
tay: you have related tö m me: my filence 
therefore on that ſubjet is not the effect | 
| of * forgetfulneſs“ or of * Renten 5 | 
neither did my niedt's marriage 0 fallow 
up every other thought; but the con- | 
fidential communications” of which you 
peak, hays not come 2 ak bands. * 
SK; rr of Aan no 2:48 
T received, ated deere months 
ſince, a letter in which you requeſted me 
to make inquiries concernit gal che ybung 


5 9 
ſemale French emigrants in London, You | 
added nothing further; and I gave you an 
nccount of my ſueceſs in the execution of 
that commiſſion: which circumſtance has 
perhaps induced you into a belief that 
had received your other letters; for I ſup- 
pole that this was only a. ſequel of the 
e confidential communications” which 
you ſuppoſe you have made to me. Alas! 
in war time, ſecrets intruſted to the ſea. 
are expoſed to many riſques. But, even if 
I had been acquainted with all thoſe par- 
ticulars of which I am as yet ignorant, 1 
could not have taken greater pains m the. 
' buſineſs: I clearly ſaw that a boſom-in- 
tereſt excited your curioſity reſpecting the 
de young female French emigrants : ac- 
cordingly I made the moſt minute inquiries 
concerning all the handſome exiles who 
axe here; nor did 1 in my reſearches omit 


n 8 
any except thoſe who were ſaid to be de- 
ditute of grace and beauty. - I fent eu 
an exaft liſt of all the young. handſome, 
unmarried French ladies who live in Lon- 
don or its vicinity; and I reveived your. 
anſwer, in which you informed me that | 


the whole of that nomenclature” was 


perfectly uſeleſs to you. I thenee con- 


and I ſpoke to you no more on the ſub- 
jeR. ' But from your laſt letter I perceive _ 
that the ſame idea is flill deeply rooted in 
your mind, and that you have written me 
ſeveral letters containing circumſtantial 

details reſpecting that object who has 
made ſo lively an impreſſion on your heart F<: 
but of whoſe Wy I 8 remain ig- 
norant. 


Since I made out the liſt which you have 


0 


ceived that you had changed your mind, 
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received, no young and handforne/French- = 
woman has come to this country — atleaſt 
none within my knowledge, although I 
ſtill continue to make diligent inquiry. For 
forme months paſt; indeed, 1 have heard 
4 good deal-faid of a charming and moſt 
accotnpliſhed young girl, who is from 
France. Her name is Cordelia, and ſhe is 
the daughter of a muſician: but ſhe is a 
mere child, and is ſaid to be not above ten 


or twelve years of age : of courſe ſhe can- 


not be your <-intereſting fugitive.” I have 
not ſeen her, becauſe a' female emigrant 


| KAN e v6 Dat 
— 1 ee my dear Arthur, 


recommence your communications, and 


repeat all the particulars: I inſiſt on hear- 


ing the whole. Without knowing her, I 


| ._ 
already feel an affection for the lady who 
has inſpired you with ſuch an attachment : 
my imagination paints ber amiable, but 
eſpecially good and virtuous. I am con- 
i vinced that frivolous accompliſhments or 
beauty alone could not be capable of fix- - 
ing ſuch a heart as yours. — Adieu, =y 
gear ſon! Anſwer me without delay. A 
r hege tit neg} 1 
"Our ds is 1 10 take aal, oy 
ſeat i in Devonfhire, whither 4 intend to 
go for the purpoſe in January. I ſhall 
return to town about the end 1 W er 
e ee ee 
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EUGENE 7o EDWARD. 
London, December 2, 


13 a whole BR that we have 
now ſpent in England, I have not, my 
dear! friend,” been able to command a 
fingle moment's leiſure. I find my ſitua- 
Von in this country. very Pleaſing, fince 

the baroneſs de Pfemmingen is here 
likewiſe, and I ſee Lolotte every day. 
But I have a curious hiſtory to relate to 
you : I have already ſubjoined it as a 
continuation to my memoirs, where, as 
my adoptive father ſays, it produces a 


moral dinoument that will be read with | 


Pleaſure, I do not intend by any previous 


* 


hint to prepare you * 186 


not chooſe to deprive you of the pleaſure 
of a great ſurpriſe: I'therefave: Wong | 


| ha e ee, 


The baroneſs reſides with Lolotte at 
Kenſington at the houſe of a lady of her 
acquaintance. A week. ago my father 
and I went to breakfaſt with them, My 
father, who had ſome buſineſs to tank | 
act, went away ſoon after breakfaſt, in 
company with an Engliſh gentleman who 
gave him a ſeat in his carriage. I beg · 

ged leave to remain ſome time longer: 
my father conſented, but deſired me to 
return before night, becauſe, in returns 
ing to London, I had to paſs near ſome 
lonely fields where one often meets with 
robbers after dark. In company with 

Lolotte, time glided away unnoticed: 1 


482 
was very ſorry when 1 perceived my 
error; for this was the firſt time T had 
ever failed punctually to execute any 
of my father's commands. I departed 
at three quarters paſt five. | 

ly father bad left me a job<coach and 
ſervaiit. — In paffing the fields above- 
wentioned, I ſuddenly heard piercing 
ſhrieks, and immediatefy ordered the 
coachman to ſtop ; "which at len gth he | 
did, though with great reluctance. 1 
ſprang from the carriage, and ran tba 
ward ihe ſpot whence" the fhrieks pros 
ceeded-· You know I am tall and ſtout- 
made for my age: I had with me a good 
fiword-cane 3' and beſides I relied on the 
alſiſtance of the ſervant; but bis cow- 
ardice prevented kim from following me. 
I teached the ſide of a ditch, where 1 


KR 
found a-man knocked down and wound- 
ed by a robber who deld him by the 
throat. I ſwelled my voice to a manly 
tone with the view of terrifying the 
robber; and told him in Engliſh, that, £54 
unleſs he inſtantly. diſappeared, I would 


fire a piſtol at him. My ſtratagem ſue- 


ceeded, and the robber fled with the ut- 
moſt precipitation. I now called dut to 
the ſervant, who was at no great diſtance, 
and who immediately came to me on 
hearing * Fg ee paſt. 


oy 


0 li böttzact dum 

The ned PRE: was unable to 
tie; he could ſpeak however, but it was 
im a very low and feeble voice. Although 
the night was not very dark; it was im- 
poſſible for me to diſtinguiſh his fea» 
tures. — We lifted him from the ditch, : 
and found him all over bloody — a cin 5 


cumſtance which greatly ſhocked me. — 
We conveyed him to the carriage, and 
purſued our route. 1 wiſhed to cond ut 
him to the honſe where we lodged, 
becauſe he lived at the oppoſite ex- 
| wemity of London, and 1 was eager to 

rench home, under the idea that my fa- 
_ ther might be unenſy on eccount of my 


As the conch was Juſt entering the 
| ſtreet where we reſided, the wounded 


man fainted with loſs of blood ; which 


gave me great pain, as I fuppoſed he 
had expired. Atrived at our lodgings, 
I direQed the fervant to explain this ad- 
venture to our hoft, and went directly to 
my _- father's apartment. — He was that 
inſtant come home, and was preparing 


opened the door: my; father advanced 
toward me — laoked at me — then; turn · 
ing as pale as death, excffiimed, = Gra- 
cious God!“ and; ſank upon a chair. L 


Was aſtoniſhed at what L heard and: fam 


not knowing, that, L was alt ſmeared with 
blood... At length an explanation took 
place: my father embraced me: witli 
tears in his eyes: L wept alſo, and ſaid 
—*< Alas! father! I have not been able 
to ſave his life : he has died in the car- 


2 57 
riage. 


At this moment a meſſenger came to 


inform us that the man had recovered 
is ſenſes, and was able to ſpeak. I, was 


delighted at the intelligenoe; and ſo was 


my father; for, at the ſame time that he 


approved my conduct, he thought me 


chargeable with a wank, of. prudence! in 
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neglefting to make" the affair know im- 
mediately on my entrance into London, 
and that, if the man had happened to 
die, the cicuniſtanice might have placed 
me in a'very aukwatd and embarraſſing 
fituation/— We went down to the room 
where the wounded man lay, and met a 
juſtice of peace and his attendants, to- 
| gether with a ſurgeon, entering at the 
fame inſtant.” 6 


* 
3 
g 19 


The room was well lighted, and the 
ſufferer had been laid on a bed of which 
the curtains were drawn. The ſurgeon 
approached the bed-ſide to examine and. 
dreſs his wounds: and my fatheimme- 
diately took me to an adjoining apart- 
ment with the magiſtrate and his at- 
tendants; before whom the coachman 
and fervant being ſummoned, we made 


— 


® 


our depoſitions reſpecting the affair, — 


grateful to my feelings, my dear Ed- 


ward, to ſee that beloved benefactor, 


that beſt of men, caſting every now and 


then a look of complacency on the juſtice 


of peace and his people, and endeavour- 
ing to increaſe the aſtoniſhment which 


they teſtified, at an action ſo ſimple and 
natural, by telling them mf age; for 


* they imagined me to be older than I 
really. am. — When I had concluded my 
narrative, my father claſped me to his 
boſom, exclaiming, My Eugene! my 
ſon! I am well pleaſed with your be- 
haviour,” —_ Ob my father 54 IL replied 

— * What pleaſing words |! what indul - 


While 1 was relating the ſtory, I was 
more than once tenderly affected on ob- 
ſerving that my father, who ſtood. near me, 
had the tears in his eyes. It was highly 


— 


—_—_ 

gence though L didi not come away til 
night.“ — My father ſtniled, and faid; © It 
is/Lolotte who: deſerves to be ſeolded for 
de delay.“ Nite 


3 
. 
| 
| 
E 
{ 
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MNieantime I was: very defirons to learn 
che ſtate of the unfortunate ſtranger; and 
to: ſee him. The ſurgeon came to us, 
and informed us that he thought the 
wounds mortal; and that the man would 
not ſurvive the night. He added that 
de had the perfect uſe: of his ſenſes — 
that he appeared to be a man of pro- 
perty— that he was a foreigner, and 
' wiſhed: to ſee his deliverer. The title of 
_«'deliverer” excited in my : boſom ſenſa- 
tions of pleaſure, mingled at the ſame 
time with feelings of pain when I re- 
flected that he was mortally wounded. 
Immediately my father took me by the 


289 2 
hand * condufted ine to the patient's ; 
apartment: : we approached the bed, and 
our hoſt and the ſurgeon drew aſide the 
curtains. — As the hoſt had a moment 
before informed me that the wounded 
man was a Frenchman, I ſpoke to him 
in our own language. He ſaid a few 
words in reply, then ſuddenly ſtopped, h 
and earneſtly viewed me with an air 
of aſtoniſhment. 1 attentively ſurveyed 
him in turn v4 and Aa confuſed recol- 
| leftion retraced his features to my 


memory. I think,” ſaid I, * this i is not 
the firſt time I have ſeen you; — do you 


know me? — my name 'is Eugene de 
Vilmore.” — Oh! my God!” he ex- 
claimed with vehement emotion. I 
felt my heart palpitate. 1 had that mo- 
ment t recogniſed him. 0s 6 


VOL, 11 Wan 
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Would you believe it, my aa FI 
ward ? the man thus aſſaſſinated and plun- 
dered by a robber was. the robber Berard, 
that coachman belonging to my Poor un- 
cle — that wretch who plundered 1 us of 
all our money at Stutgard! - i the. 
- firſt inſtant of recognition, my mind hur- 
ried away by the idea that his villany 
had broken wy unfortunate uncle's heart, 
I could not forbear exelaiming Ah! vil- 
lain!“ But I immediately repented of = 


that ſudden ſally of paſſion: I no longer 


viewed him in any other light than that 
cf a dying ſinner, and ſought only to give 
him conſolation. | ” | 
He aſked me a thouſand pardons, and 
appeared ſincerely repentant. He had 
amaſſed what might be conſidered, as a 
fortune for a man of his ſtation. He 
declared that he conſidered himſelf bound 


4 


| to make me reſtitution, and he bequeath®” 
ed to me the ſum he had robbed us of. 


He had laid aſide the infamous name of 


Berard — had engaged in trade — and 


is affairs were in a very proſperous train | 
I. induced him to have the attendance w 


a prieft : he teſtified great remorſe and 
| terror, and died in cruet : agony of body 
and mind about four o'clock * next 


morning. 


— 


With the approbation of iy: father, 
f diſtributed to the poor the entire ſum 
which had been reftored to me. I con- 
ſider ſuch application of the money 
as a kind of homage paid to the 
memory of my uncle, who was fo vir- 
tuous and fo charitable. Beſides, could 
I apply to any other uſe that property 


which had paſſed through ſuch vile _ 4 
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ich had cauſed the death of 4 
nn, ? 12 3 


This 3 coſt Lolotte many 
tears: and ever ſince that time, inſtead 
of detaining me till dark, ſhe earneſtly. 
"urges me to depart by day-light and-at- 
an early hour. ou had expreſſed your 
wiſh, my dear friend, that I ſbould re- 5 
late to you every intereſting incident that 
befalls me; of courſe I felt it my duty 
to give you this hiſtory. Adieu, my dear 
Edward! Lolotte and I often make you 
the ſubject of our converſation, and we 
affectionately love you 5 | 
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LETTER LXXI. 


= 


| EDWARD to AUGUSTUS. 


9 | Copenhagen, January 1, 2796. 
Tus poſt is juſt going off, my dear 
Auguſtus; and we alſo are to ſet out 
within an hour for Stockholm. — At 
length, my friend, after ſo many anxie- 
ties and ſo many reſearches, we think 
we have to a certainty diſcovered traces 
of my fiſter. I have already acquainted 
you with the various particulars of cir- 
cumſtantial evidence which, tilt the 
month of Ofober laſt, had induced us to 
ſuſpect that ſhe was in the north. At- 
tend now to fatts of a more poſitive 1 na- 


ture. 


* 


A Swediſh nobleman,” the count de 
0 3 
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, Who is lately returned for Nor- 


way, and with whom we have contracted 
an acquaintance, has ſeveral times ſeen 
a young lady of the age of fourteen or 
fifteen, under the tutelage of a gou- 


vernante named madame Rouſſel. She 
is handſome, and highly acconiplithed « 8 
| and her gouvernante acknowledges that 


we is a French lady, traveling under a 
fQitious name — that ſhe is of noble | 


x birth — and that ſhe is in queſt of her 


parents, who, like herſelf, are emigrants, 


and whom yarious events, have rendered 
her unable to trace. F 

we made particular 3 inquiry reſpeRing 
her bgure, which ſeems perfectly to cor- 
reſpond with that of my ſiſter, except 


: that ſhe is very tall and womaniſh for her 


age : but it is poſlible that her trayels, 


* 


WH. 
and the time which elapſed ſince we 
laſt ſaw her, may have produced this 

5 change. The count de *** was not ſtruck 
with any remarkable reſemblance 'be= 
tween her 4nd me; ; yet Ke thinks we 
have emer of a ui likeneſs. 

oi young lady, ho has aſſumed the 

name of Clara, ſpoke with affectionate 
ſenſibility of her father ahd mother" in 
the count's hearing. On another 6ccafion 
the ſaid the had a charming ſiſter, and 
a brother whom ſhe very tenderly loved, 
— We think the reafon of her mentioning g 
only one ſiſter and one brother was that 
Gogo and Pierrot were tbo young at the 
time of out ſeparatlön to have left in Het 
mind an equally tender rerheinbranee as 
Juliette and I. In a word, we have Hot 
a doubt that Clara is Adelaide; ; and, to : 


, ” 
0 45 | 
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ee our happineſs we Poſitively 
know where ſhe is. 


— 


A Swediſh lady, the baroneſs de 


Klingſburg, who paſſed ſome time at 
: Copenhagen, ſaw this young emigrant, 
and conceived for her the moſt affeftion- 
ate friendſhip. As Clara — or rather 


Adelaide — imagined - we were in the 
north, the firſt went to Norway with her 


noble protectreſs, who is ſaid to have 
ſome relatives in that country; and that 


is the reaſon why we could not find her 
in Denmark : afterward, ſhe ſet out for 


Sweden fix. months ſince with the ba- 


roneſs. It is known that ſhe has not 
quitted that lady, and that the lives in 
her houſe :- thus we are quite certain of 
finding her. Pray 16 ELD 


- 


You may judge what joy I feel at this 
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intelligence and lord Selby participates 
it. — Oh ! my friend, if I had time, 1 
| ſhould at full length explain to you the 
different grounds of my hope... . I think 
J am not miſtaken, and that lord Selby, 
although he has not told me ſo, is 
equally deſirous as I to find Adelaide. 
Since he has read her journal and mon- 
fieur Dupleſſis letters, he is ſo full of her! - 
+++ Ah! if ſuch an event could take 
place, nothing would be wanting to 
my happineſs! I fo dearly love ford | 
Selby ! ke is ſo good, ſo amiable, ſo vir- 
tuous !... the woman he marries will be 
fo piety happy! | 


Adieu, my dear friend! I am ſum- 
moned away, and muſt depart. I hall 
write to you again on my arrival at Stocks, - 
holm. 
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VI 8, my friend, ger proves in fact 
to be Adelaide l. . But there is no hap- 3 
pineſs unalloyed !- — Attend to the re- 
cital of a very ſtrange and very extraor- 
dinary adventure. | 


0 


ROS 

After having . the neceſſary in- 
quiries concerning the baroneſs de Kling of- 
burg, we repaired to her houſe yeſter- 
day at noon. We were informed by her 
porter that ſhe had on the preceding day 
| ſet out for the « country with mademoiſelle 
Clara. This excurſion appeared to us 


very fingular at the preſent ſeaſon : we 


inquired whether we could ſee made- 


moiſelle Clara's gouvernante, but were 
told in anſwer that ſhe alſo was in the 
country, At length we were informed 
that the baroneſs's country-ſeat was at 
the diſtance of only two ſhort French 
leagues from Stockholm ; and lord Selby 
determined inſtatitly to go thither. He 
PRE himſelf exquiſite pleafure 1 in en- 
joying Adelaide's ſurpriſe, and witneſf- 
ing the firſt | emotions of her joy and 


ſenfibility : for which reaſon 1 had not 
written to her.” 


The difficulty of procuring Verte a 
carriage, an interpreter — and a variety | 
of miſtakes — rendered it impoſſible for 
us, notwithſtanding the eartrneſs of out 
impatience, to ſet out earlier than half 
paſt ſeven at night. About half-way our 
carriage broke down ; which accident 

en 
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e us den long hours at the very 
leaſt, ſo that at laſt we did not reach the 
chateau till near midnight. We had met 
on the road a great number of coaches 
and ſledges returning, from the place to 
which we were going; and on our en- 
trance into the avenue of the chateau, we 
were aſtoniſhed to find it illuminated. 
We ſaw the houſe was illuminated with | 
equal magnifcence, and every circum- | 
ſtance announced a ſplendid entertain- 
— | $6. 3 If 


4s 
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As there was at the gate a long train 
of carriages coming out, lord Selby and 
I thought beſt to alight, and proceeded 
on foot through A wicket. We paſſed 
unobſerved, and, after having rapidly 
croſſed an extenſive court, entered the 
chateau. There were company ſtill danc- 


ing in ſeveral apartments : and I know 


- not why that ſound of inſtruments and 
all that. apparatus. of feſtivity gave mg 


painful ſenſations: a certain heavineſs 
and ſtupefaction hung over me, Wag I 


could not account for. 15 
Our interpreter went to make inquiries 
of the ſervants; during which time we 
remained in an ante- chamber where peo- 
ple were paſſing and repaſling in crowds. 
After a few minutes our interpreter re- 
turned to us with information that the 
baroneſs de Klingſburg was that inſtant 
departed on her return to Stockholm 
with the new-married pair. — What 
new-married pair?” aſked lord Selby with 4 


emotion. # 


Ihe baroneſs's brother,” replied the 
interpreter, © and that young French 
emigrant lady, mademoiſelle Clara, who 
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were married this morning, and are gone 
| week 1 to-night to Stockholm.” * 
At theſe words lord Selby turned pale, 

and I burſt into tears. He ſeiſed my 

hand, forcibly graſped it in his, and im- 
mediately dragged me out of the chittan. 
With moutnful hearts we refumec᷑ our 
feats in the carriage: on the road during 
our return he uttered not a ſyllable; but 
he fi ghed ſeveral times. I could not ſee 
his countenance, on account of the dark- 
neſs of the night. — Arrived at our lodg- 


ings, he again ſqueezed my hand, and 
immediately retired to his chamber. 18 


s $ % 
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At nine o'clock this morning; by lord 
Selby's order a ſervant came to awake 
me, and. delivered me a note which con- 
tained only the following worts —* The 
| brother of the baroneſs de Klingſburg is 


= 
© v 
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ol this letter knows his addreſs. Wait ; 


- a 7 
2 | U * 1 


I drefled myſelf, and ſallied forth at 


eleven o clock. Arrived at the count de 


Harfeldt's, I firſt aſked to ſee” madame 
remained in the country and would not 


return till evening. Hereupon, wiſhing 


to ſave my ſiſtet the abruptneſs of a ſud- 
den diſcloſure, I requeſted to be con- 
ducted to her ante- chamber. I was ac- 
cordingly conducted to it, and there 1 
aſked to ſpeak in private to one of her 


women. I was introduced, together with 


my interpreter, into à handſome cloſet, 
where I waited above a quarter of an 
bour. There; as L walked; up and down 


in extreme agitation, my * was . - 


an 


Lentally caught by u bouquet of artificial | 


white roſes placed in an elegant little 
porcelain vaſe. I more cloſely examined 


e vaſe, and recollected that! had given 


a fimilar one to Adelaide. At the ſame 
inſtant alſo recalling to mind that un- 
der dhe foot of it I had cauſed to be in- 
ſeribed . The gift of friendſhip. 1 
lifted the vaſe, looked underneath, and 
in fact diſcovered thoſe identieal words. 


* 
* 


This little ibcident affected me even to 


n ſince it afforded me a complete cer- 
tainty that Clara is in reality my ſiſter. 
I had no doubt of the fact before; but 


0 poſitive a proof had the ſame effect 
on me as would have been produced by 


the ſight of herſelf in perſon. — After 

having waited fifteen or twenty minutes, ; 
aſervant came to inform me that the count- 
eſs's women were buſy — that the counteſs 


30 
herſelf could not fee any body — but that 
if I would call again at five o'clock in the 
afternoon, I ſhould be gratified with the 
deſired audience. — I was aſked: to leave 
my name: but! did not chooſe to com- 
ply, — fearing leſt ſo ſudden 2 diſcloſure, 
without. any previous ſteps to prepare her 
mind. for ſuch an event, might aun 
liter to-a nn 9 u. 


Y -1h my PN to our leon I went to 
lord Selby who impatiently. awaited my 
arrival, and related to him every thing 
that had happened, — without forgetting 
the circumſtance of the porcelain vaſe. — 
He ſaid nothing in reply, but continues 
very melancholy and thoughtful.— Ah! 

my friend he would have loved her: it 
was his intention to have married her if 


ſne had anſwered the idea he entertained 5 | 


'of her. 2942 1 am convinced it Was. "2 | 
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Lond Selby would have become my bro- 


ther! I ſhould have been too happy! 
. How could Adelaide think of diſpoſ- 
ning of herſelf in this manner? ſo young | 


without! the- conſent of her parents 

She has, it is ue, made an excellent 
match: the was deſtitute of reſources — 
in want of ſupport and pibtection: never- | 
theleſs, to- matry at the age of fourteen 
years and eight months, without the 
knowledge of her father or mother 
The marriage is no doubt valid in this 
country; though I think it would not be 
fo in any other.. . On the whole, how⸗ 
erer, I mult not condemn her without 
hearing her reaſons: I muſt . to what 
_ has to * on the octaſion. 


Y In the interval of nk the hour ap- 
pointed for the meeting, I have written 
to my father; and I felt a neceſſity of 
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writing to yaw likewiſe. Ohl my dear 

Auguſtus! how. my whole frame is agi - 
tated! I am then on the point of once 
more ſeeing that cheriſhed ſiſter! ., ... that 
dearly-beloved daughter l.. What will 
my father and mother ſay? . . They will 
diſapprove this marriage .. . How theſe 
various ideas haraſs my mind.. Oh 
what a difference if I had found her free 
| from her preſent ties! bow great would 
now be my joy .. Adieu] it is a quarter 
paſt four: I muſt away: on my return I 
mall reſume ny pen, and continue . 

letter. 


* . 
. 


n 

oy | | January 20. 
x '- Gracious Nl what intelligence, 
my dear Auguſtus, I have to ampart to 
you | —1 know not myſelf whether I at 
this moment experience greater pleaſure. 


or griet: but my feelings are a mixture 


| 
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of both.—1 proceed to give you a regu- 
lar and ſuccint account of ny whote 
tranſaBtion. 8 | 5 * 


— evening at ten minutes be- 
= fore five o'cloek, I entered count Har- 
| | feldt's houſe, and was conducted to a ſa- 
1 . Joon, where; in a moment after, appear- 
ed a waiting-maid, as I had defired. I 
aſked her whether ſhe underſtood French; 
and, upon her anſwer in the affirmative, 
wiſhing immediately to begin the informa- 
tion I had to communicate, My name,” 
faid I, is Edward d'Armilly.” 

« D'Armilly !” ſhe interrupted —©< Ah! 
that name is very dear to my lady. . . But, 
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. fir,” continued ſhe — © are you perchance 
the brother of Adelaide d' Armilly tht 
© The ſame,” ſaid I. 
« Oh heaven!” ſhe exclaimed — What 
joy for my lady!” and ſuddenly ruſhed 


—— 


K « 
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out of the room, while I wn alled out 
to her to * | 


N 
'F 


| My heart beat violently... . I heard the 

opening and ſhutting of doors, and the 
haſty tread of feet. The waiting- maid 
ſoon returned quite out of breath, ſaying 
There is the counteſs.”.. . I ſprang to- 


ward the door with eee arms, 
and found myſelf in preſence of a young 
lady richly dreſſed, whom I had never 
ſeen before. I ſtarted back a ſtep or two, 
then ſtanding motionleſs, But the coun- 
teſs of Harfeldt?” ſaid I — “ where is | 
E 29231 
« I am the 1 fir,” anſwered the 
young lady. 
- « You! gracious heaven!“ 1 erclaim · 
ed — „ and Clara??? . 
«Yes, I am Clara.“ 


e 4 
- 2 0 
| $10 . 


At theſe words T'fank on a chair, and 

' burſt into a flood of tears. The counteſs 
was aſtoniſhed. In a few words I explain- 
ed to her my. error; and learned from her 
in turn that ſhe had met with Adelaide, 
aud ſpent five. months with her in Holland 
E chat they had contracted for each other 
the moſt tender friendſhip — but that, hay- | 
ing ſeparated i in October 1794, they had 
not correſponded fince that time ; whence | 
the counteſs remains equally ignorant as 
we are of the plaee which now affords 
Adelaide an aſylum. ' She told me how- 
ever that ſhe had heard my ſiſter expreſs 
a defire to paſs over into England; and 
certainly it muſt be to that country that 
heaven has conducted her. 


8 


I felt an inexpreſlible impatience to re- 
turn to our lodgings and impart to lord 
Selby all this intelligence. I haſtened 


* 


1 hag? 
ano dads apartment, and, as ke 


advariced to meet me,” ſprang toward ; 


him, and, throwing my arms round his 


neck, e ee counteſs. of 


Harfeldt, is not Adelaide 2 . thy fiſter i is 


not married!” —In ſaying theſe words 
FE J wept, but my tears were void of bitter 


ness: — at that moment 1 felt no other 
W array than thoſe of j joy. | 


1. 


Lord _ was fo affected as to be un- 
able to ſpeak — he ſat down— he turned 


pale — he always turns pale when he. is 
affected. I quickly related to him all 1 
had Juſt heard from the counteſs: : he 


ſqueezed my hand — roſe — - walked two. 
or three times up and down the room — | | 
feated himſelf again by my fide — and 


again ſqueezing my hand, Edward,” 


quired additional claims to my affec- 


ſaid he, ſince yeſterday, you have _ 
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tion ” He FER and the tears took 
in his eyes. Jon the other hand ſtill con- 
tinued Weeping, and W : 
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5 « At nid N road "Ip « we have fix 
months later intelligence concerning her: | 
this is ſomething gained ; ; —and: ſhe was 

in perfect health... . It is probable ſne 
is in England: in the ordinary courſe of 
events I was ſoon to return thither, We 
ſhall certainly find her, my dear Ed- 
ward!” | | | 1 


1 14 1 | 
"That evening, dear Andes was very 


pleaſing tome; notwithſtanding, the ſevere ; 
diſappointment of not ſeeing my fiſter, 
I was fo delighted to find ſhe was not 
married | and, beſſdes, lord Selby teſtifi- 
ed ſuch friendſhip for me, even beyond 
all that 1 had before experienced. — This 
| day; we have both been together on a vit 


to the counteſs. The ſole topic of our 
diſcourſe was Adelaide : the counteſs re- 

lated a hooked charming traits of her, 
and lord Selby liſtened | 49 hor üb the 


| greateſt pleaſure. 25 TS 


1 dit days we are OY fot out on our re- 


turn to Copenhagen. 1 have yet an in- 


| finity of things to ſay to you ; and you 
call have ample details in my next letter. 
Excuſe the, diſorder that reigns in this — 
never in my, life did I deer experience 
ſuch agitation. F bo ane 
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8 — January 26. 


1 Selby is vBlged' to remit here = 

a2 Wsfth longer: but on the” thirteenth 1 in- 2 

unt he wrote to his mother "by + an excel- 8 

; ; Tent - conveyance. A "Swede, who | was 
ſetting out for London, took charge of his 
letter: he is to paſs through Hytoburg, 
7 but has poſitively aſſured us that he will 
5 make no ſlay there, and tha he will, im- 

ngisd. Beſides, an 
| Engliſhman of our acquaintance departs 


to-morrow for Hamburg: to his. care | 
alſo lord Selby intruſts ſeveral letters. 1 
am to giye him this, which he has pro- 
miſed to forward to you by a ſafe hand. — 
1 e the-promiſed details. - 
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The. counteſs of. Harfeldt 3 is 2 e 
young. lady, ſomewhat elder than my ſiſter - 
— her age being fifteen, years and ten 
months. It was probably. with the view 
of giving us pleaſure. that the Swediſh 
gentleman, mentioned in one- of . my 
former letters, told us that ſhe and 1 | 
had a great family likeneſs : for there ex- 
iſts not the ſmalleſt ſimilitude between 
her features, and mine. In no one par- 
ticular does ſhe reſemble Adelaide: ſhe 
has indeed, like my ſiſter a x a very fair com- 
plexion, beautiful eyes, a ſmall noſe, 
fine teeth, though not ſo well ſet, moſt. . 
elegant hair, and nearly of the ſame 


colour. She is very handſome: but Ade- 
laide poſſeſſes more grace, with a much | 
more expreſſive phyſiognomy; and mores 
over, Clara is rather too full and plump 

for her age. | 


F 
| rue hiſtory of her adventures is ſingu- 
lar. She is daughter to the marquis de | 
**, who acted a conſpicuous part in the 
revolution, and is a patriot. \ But, not- 
withſtanding his patriotiſm, he. was: im- 
priſoned under the reign of Robeſpierre, 
as were likewiſe his wife, and his eldeſt 
| daughter, who was lately matried, who 
is well known to my aunt and my mother, 
and whoſe name is now Alphonſina de 
M. — The counteſs had, beſides, a f 
young brother exactly of my age. — The 
Property of monſieur de R= was ſequeſ- 
trated: a friend took charge of his ſon ; 
and Clara remained at a farm-houe with 


Her gouvernante. 


r | | 
- "Monſieur and madatfie de R*** were 
\ 'confined together | in the ſame jail in a 
town of Picardy, and ſeparated from 
their elder daughter who was impriſoned 
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«at, Paris. The latter; beating that hen 
parents were to be conducted to the cap ; 
tal — a ſtep which was invariably followed | 
by a ſentence of death — found means to 4 
ſend them a valuable diamond which e 
had carried with her to priſon, and at ale 
ſame time gave them the ſalutary advice - | 
ed endeavour to make their eſcape. They 
accompliſhed that object. and, withing a .s 
take Clara with them, ſent ber notice to 
withdraw privately from France, and re- 
pair with her gouvernante to à certain 
place beyond the enn which i hey 
7 out to her. 7 e een e 


148 43A * 

Their meſſage was mis. delivered or mis- 
underſtood ; and Clara went toadifferent 
place from that where her 8 waited . 
for her. Having ſome reaſon to think 


G were in Holland, ſhe directed her 
NN 13 * N 


IE in 
IF courſe- to that country: on her journey® 
the happened to be a fellow-traveler with 
1 my fiſter in one of the public carriages, 
dad the two young ladies conceived for 


each other a moſt affectionate friendſhip : 
= they Proceeded together to Amſterdam, 


"= and irhets Serge 8 fre _— 
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EN /Kicaitime Clata, ing: attentive 
8 to inquire for her parents, learned that a 
French gentleman, who, like ber _ 
: hore the name of monſieur de R*** 
ed a houſe at Oudenarde. 3 
5 ſeveral perſons of the ame natne, the 


* 4 


wrote to him to inquire whether he were 
ber father. The next day an eldetly wo- 
man of very decent appearance came in a 
coach and four to eal} upon Clara, and 
told her ſhe had been ſent by her father 
and mother who expetted her at Oude- 
_ tarde. 5 adding, as the reaſon EF! madame | 


. | 
" ; * 


| 31g | 
de R= „ hall not come for kn” that ie 
was fiek 220 confined to OO 

./ lah head 200 up eee 6 
bode my ſiſter adieu. The two young 
friends wept bitterly at parting, and Clara 
went into the coach with her gouvernante 


and the ſtrange. woman. After an hour's 


travel they arrived at Oudenarde, and 
ſtopped before an elegant houſe ilolated 
in a wood. By the direction of her un- 
known conduRtreſs, Clara alighted, and, 
without looking behind, ruſhed toward the 
houſe,” of which the door inſtantly fle, 
open, and was mut upon her the moment : 
| ſhe hadentered. Hereuponſhe ſtartod, flop- 
peg, and began to be alarmed: at not ſeeing 
her father. At the ſame inſtant ſhe diſtintt- | 
ly heard her gouvernante' utter two or three 
1 8 ;. Terrified, ſhe'turned toward the 2 
110 8 2 B1. 1.5 1 5 4 I 00 512 iet 
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As When cudenty a aid Krön wo 
an old footinar made their appearance, 
ſeiſed her by the arm, and, in ſpite of her 


ſtruggles, | dragged! her into an adjoining 
ſaloon. Poor Clara, more dead than 


alive, and ready to faint with affright, 
lank on a ſofa. n ae 96) 0406 nv 
"286d: 115; 77 S224 111007 22 Aist 5111 Bus 
0 10 | nw inge .d in French 
to the old man, you may go ], un- 
til my maſter returns : but ſee that you 
_ double-loek' the door. 8H I want ye ou, I 1 
ringe bt Sir bears: 10 01 % ft 
At theſe wands the footman,; retired, 


i Clara; burſting into tears, excldimed | 
— What means all this? where is ma- 


ma? where. is my. father. ? what, is. hecomp 


— 


5 of my gouvernante?” + toil? 3A natiut t56 


-1< Oh4; mademoifele l) 9 the 


e will never more meet any 


Jacobins : you muſt baniſh all idea of the 
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a k 


kind; and you have very good reaſon i 1 
thank God it is ſo.” PITTS ee Orgs, 905 
©; "NY Where is mama > where f is my FT 
by nante va repeated Clara ; when the Wo- 
man plainly told her that ſhe fliould nder 
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n eyes on them _ N 


iS : 


You may eaſily conceive the young | 
lady's affliction and terror in ſuch a fitu- 

ation. Beſides, it was in vain that ſhe 
repeated her queſtions: to every one ' the f 
ſervant uniformly anſwered — « When 
my maſter comes e he will ex- 
plain every thing.“ — She thus paſſed | 
| three hours, whenat length a loud double- 
knock reſounded at the door, and the 
maid exclaimed —* Here comes my 
maſter aN LISTER Een 
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Clara now Mvddered, and in a moment 
gh b e 


ow - 


after. Wy the coarſe wel a app 
the aste · chamber aſking i in a . tone, 
* F Where i is that little wench?' — to which = 
| ſomebody replied that ſhe was in the fa-. 
Joon. — « Well,” added the ſame coarſe 
0 voice, 10 let her be taken to my chamber, | 
where I'll put off my boots and go to 
bed. 1 


Nee 0 4 | | | 
At theſe 5 Clara S out in 


2 a frightful manner, clung to the ſofa, and 


. "declared that no power on earth ſhould 


tear her from it. But the ol footman 


. ngain.made his appearance, and at the 
th fight of- him Clara fainted away. . On 


_ Fill on the fame fofs, and ſaw cloſe by her 
fide an old man of ftern countenance, and 
| whoſe features were not entirely ſtran ge 
to her. While the looked at him with 
| Sſoniſhenent, | but . with diminiſhed 


— 
5 1 


recovering her ſenſes, ſhe found herſelf 


5 | : 828 | 
tor ee Welt/? bd ti, ahbe {4 
me again ? at your age, our yeats / ah · : 
ſence may have:effaced-me from your me - 
mory: I am the. Mfeount de, R. 55 
eee father. l 29 U g 18 
9 we (3.49201; mot bios wer avow! 5d 4m 
by Reba relieved Claja's mind | 
| from ia dreadful apprehannon: yet, hñ:t 
was deeply aflicted to ſee bęrſelf in the 75 
power of the old man, who, heitig an | 
enthuſiaſtic royalift, had, ſince the revo- 
| Jution, concciyed hel moſt Aiolent and 
implscable hatred ag inſt bis ſoꝶ. Who - 
had edge in the coptracy'party-, She 
retarned a reſpectſul anſwer, but teſtißed 
ber regret! at not haying met her fathers 
and expreſſed her wiſhes; to go to him: 
Ihe old man knit his browsgand, viewing 
her with E Tang. in his egen 
. © Never mention to me, faid he, 5 that 
infamous vill, & his: iP Who, is no 


= Wy Ki 


oor 


Fr 3a a "have reſcued W 
mer hands, 60 patch you from the cor- 
3 ruption /by which they are ſurrounded. _ 
Foo Ahalb never. again behold them as 
long as you live: there.exiſts- no furtber 
tie between you and them: forget them; 
and. do juſtice to · the charitable kindneſs | 
which induces:mie to take charge of you, 
by: reſuming ſentiments xbnformable to 
A ee eee them blo. gif 10 19/274 Ry 5 


— 


a * 


E358 * IA act Etta cot Ml ln 


Tr After is diſeourſe the old gentleman 
itte the room without waiting for an 
anſcrer.— Clara, juſtly indignant to heut 
© fie! father and thother ſpoken of in ſuch 
mig vage, felt her boom rent with the 
moſt poighant grief But being determin- 
eld t0 efcapefrom her preſent eonfinentent 
| and go in featch of her parents, ſhe call 
ed in diſſimülation to her aid: the obferv- 
ed the ſtticteſt filence, and affected to 


With Clara, and went to Bremen, having 


58 
328 


appear tefgned to her fate{— Four days' 
after, motiſieur de'R***' ſuddenly! Tet ouʒt 


left behind in Holland the woman who 
bad trepanned Clara, und taken wim 

m only: the mne d 

. 1 tngouios aH,  acall = 


— 
—— 
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5 eee with great gentirced 
and fubmiffion; ſhe” was now much leſs 
cloſely watched; when, a fortnight after 
her arrival at Bremen, the old gentleman 
being gone out one mornin g; ithe maid 9 
came to inform her that there was & WCW. 
man at the door who had ribbands to fell, 
and who deſired to know whether he 
wiſhed to purchaſe any. Clara having 
given a refuſal,” the maid carried her an- 
ſwer to the woman, and brought back 
from her a card which ſhe ſaid oontained 
ber addreſs. In reading the addreſs, Clara 


nen with; ue unn · 
BVouſſel of Amſterdam, dealer in rib- 
bands“ —Tbefname of *Rouſſe?”! Was 
mat of my fiſter's gourernante; but Clara 
Sy recogviſem the. hand- writing of her own, | 
8 and immediately oomprehended the myr 
ſtery. Her gouvernante, in fakt, afraid to 
ſign her own name which ſhe knew the | 
ald gentleman to be acquainted with, had 
 aumed one which, was naturally calou- 
| þ eee ene ee vi9}21.3- 
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eee de 
back, under ſome plauſible ——_— 
proved to be; a8 Clara had rightly judged, 
ber om gouvernante, who, on the day | 


af dhe kidnapping buſineſs; had been 


ſoxcibiy detained in the carriage at the 

mament ehen Clara alighted, and then 

- . . conduQtediback/to' Amſterdam, without 
Ding day legal redreſs for that att of vi- 


| olence, fines the raviſherwas the -younſs 
lady's grand-fathet, — The gouvernante 


however, who is ſaid to be a woman 
of great ſenſe and penetration, hav. 


ing diſcovered that the old gentleman 
was going to Bremen, bad followed: hits 
thither, and introduced herſelf to Clara 


in the manner Juſt related. Together 


they concerted a plan for their elcape, 


which in a few days was carried" inte 
eſſect. A I 


1 8 


| Tho gouvetnate Rl fetained the hin 


of Rouſſel: Clara at firſt afſytned that of 
Adelaide, but afterward lad it allde, on 

reſſecting that the parents of 1 my fiſter 
would no doubt endeavour to trace their 
chil, and that her name, connetted with 


29927 


that of Rouſtel, mist t lead them ints 5 
$011467* £ 


bi 
an error. This is the lch why We 


| 312% 7H 90 
learned at H amburg ther ſhe hac arrived * 


* 
: 


* 


= _— 
chere under nn of Adelaide; 4 
| departed en al me, e 
tereſted in concealing — 
of eſcaping from the purſuit or reſearches 
of her grand - father, and avoiding the 
riſque of again falling into his hands. And 
it was theſe precautions that produced the 

| fingular co-incidences which have deceiv- 
ben beyaldered „o Ng 


* \ - 


» . 


8 from 15 grand- father, and 
ſeeking her parents, Clara proceeded 
1 to Denmark, and became acquainted 

with the counteſs de Klingſburg, who | | 
| took her under her protection, and con- 
ducted her to Stockholm, where the hap- 
2 PY. Clara found herſelf reſtored to the em- 
braces of her father and mother. - — The 
| count de Harfeldt, won. by the virtues > 
. l and e charms of Clara, 
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bounteſb de Klingſburg herſelf induced 


him to marry! her. A mort time previous 
to the nuptials, her elder ſiſter Alphonſina 
arrived at Stockholm, and had the plex- 5 
aer aten; at her wedding. dog 


90g 2b "is it Jo t 


ane nom happy Clara, learning that IF 
her grand-father- ſtil} reſided at Bremen 
and was reduced to indigence, eagerly 
haſteU to ſend him a "conſiderable ſum 


of money, accompanied by a moſt re- 
ſpectful and affectionate letter. —Finally; 


monſteur and madame de Rv, having 


lately obtained permiſſion to return to 


France, intend, on their way thither, td 


: vin Bremen for the purpoſe of an in- 
terview with the old viſeount de N 


with whom they will endeavour to effect 


a recnclliation. But, whether the old 
gentleman be reconelled or not you may 
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1 my chaos Y > 


PRES | 1 620 Ie . \ 
eonclide that. dne bbs ail laude an bim | 
woch an annuity as ſhall inſure him all 
the a forts neceſſary, en to a 
Peſoa. of his gears... 3 a Yo F433 7 
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Such is the ee dense 
5 1 of which all the members are 
| amiable and virtuous the grand- -father, 
however, excepted ; for no one can 'be- 


= einher good or virtuous who. harbours 


| ſuch s referiiful and vindiftive diſpaſition. 
Voeu may naturally ſuppoſe that we 
made of Clara every iniaginable inquiry 
Concerning my ſiſter. She told us that 
dhe is very ſhort for her age, and that 
ber make is ſo lender and her counte - 
nenes ſo delicate as to give her. quite tbe 
appearance af a; child but that ſhe has 
; . hlooming complexion, is beautiful 
a8 an angel, and unceaſingly ſpoke of 
my father, my mother, me, and every 


— 
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12 ſenſibility; — that, however, ſhewas not 
dejected: for ſhe had, under the ſeal of 
the ſtrifteſt ſecrecy, informed Clara that | 
he felt no anxiety on our account, und | 
was certain of being again united with 
my father. and mother in a few months, | 
but that ſhe could not explain herſelf 
further on that head} having pledged 
her word of % to be lent on he 
e 181. BGM 1 
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ls is very 9 d. 4510. 
lately inexplicable. Another fhfng alſd 
which greatly ſurpriſec me, was to hear 
Clara aſſure me ſhe was certain madame 
Nouſſel often maltreated my ſiſter, al- 
| though Adelaide never would acknow- 
ledge it, but invariably behaved with 

the greateſt ſubmiſſion to madame Rouf | 

fel. Clara added that this woman ap- 
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oy Pears. W A i» capricious, imperious, dig 


contented, and, almoſt conſtantly keeps 
the moſt profound ſilence, Can you in 


| this Portrait recogniſe the features of. | 


3h e a of of her WhO Was ſo 


% 


b wo return 0 Adelside — 8 


| good-natured, o reaſonable, and of ſuch * 


a account gives me ann pain, 
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preſented: her as devoting to ſome uſe- 


ful purſuĩt eyery hour of the day — care- | 


fully cultivating. her talents, writing, 


Playing on the harp, drawing. She has 


1 


183 a chearful and equable temper? S 
. Has been five · and twenty years * the f 
ſervice of, my grand- mother, who fa: en. , 
tire confidence ſhe enjoyed: and. bam 
yet willing to hope that Clara has only | 
conceived an unjuſt averſion to her on 


ſome. frivolpus-; ground. Nevertheleſs 
Clara appears extremely ſincere; and 


CCC ĩͤ 
executed in water-colours, and in à del 
lightful manner, a profile of her own _ 
face, of which ſhe made a preſent t 
Clara *; 1 earneſtly wilbed 0 obtam 
poſſeſſion of that picture, which is the 
object of lord Selby 8 unceaſing admira- | 
Vion: but the counteſs would not eonſent 
to give * mes: et 507 19- den 
$13 7 * 8 Ty 2 4 5 3 eto 9531 

On the eve of my departure from 
Stockholm „after we had taken tea, me 
placed on the table the little vaſe con- 

taining the bouquet of artificial white roſes 

which were the gift of my fiſter, Ade. 
laide,” faid ſhe, “ in preſenting me with 
theſe roſes of her on workmanſhip, ex- 

| ated from me a promiſe, that; if ever 1 

ſhould marry, I would wear this white 

noſegay on the day of my b 1. 


10 


To 


* Iris very eaſy to draw one's own profile ih th | 
aſſiſtance of * xe. 8 


* | 
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Have phy . and 1 could im 
wels flowers, which are dear to 
me on ſo many accounts, might alſo in 
2 like manner ſerve to adorn my friend at 
If _ Wee moment 'of here 


1 


"fink theſe anti irons off Fn K 
feds of the roſes, and requeſted me to 
take charge of it for the purpoſe of de - 
Viering it to my ſiſter on / the condition 
which ſhe had annexed. To this ſhe - 
added an elegant little gold chain, which 
Adelaide will be requeſted to have rivet- 
ed round her arm on her wedding- day, 
=zt there to be worn during the remainder 
=. of her life, according to the cuſtom which 
prevails in Denmark in lieu of the cere- 
meny of giving the ring. —At night on 
returning to our lodgings, I told lord 
Selby that I Was afraid of ſpoiling or 
lofing the orig 0 * roſes and the gold 


1 


3 888 | 
; chain, adding a requeſt that he would 
put by theſe artloles in ſafety, and keep 

them until we ſhould find Adelaide. a 


H. Lia wot A 1A MNGASIA 203.) 
Adieu my friend! 1 know 'you POWAY 
my letters to my couſin Adriana, and 
| feel a pleaſure in the thought that theſe LY, 
details 1 will intereſt ber. My father lately 
informed me in one of his letters, that, 


according to the accounts received, from 


11 


* 


monſieur Dupleſſis, ſhe is grown very 
tall, and plays remarkably well on the 
piano forte — Oh [ when ſhall 1 have the 
happineſs of ſeeing and hearing ber? 1 
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1 AM quite bevitched by that child 
3 iii | - 

of whom I made mention to you in my 


laſt. To-day for the firſt time” I bare 
ſeen that charming little Cordelia: the 


; , 
is a ſweet captivating creature, and beau- 
Ein 


5 as an angel She i is, "howeyer, not 
fo young as s ſhe had been repreſented. to 
| 1 F 14H 
me — being fourteen years old. "Yet - 
her mate and appearance are much too 
childiſh to allow me to ſuppoſe that ſhe _ . 
can be your © intereſting fugitive.” wt 


- Repreſent to yourſelf that 2. poor 
little girl has, fince her emigration, loſt 
| her aunt, who was her guide and ſole 


1 : 
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a. The poor child now ſtands 
ſingle in the world, and yet condutts 
herſelf with a degree of prudence which 
is wonderful at her age. She boards 
and lodges with a very decent family, 
ſcarcely ever goes abroad, and ſupports 
herſelf by her talents, which are truly 
ſurpriſing. She gives muſical leſſons to 
ladies, and always at her own apart- 
ments. Though ſhe plays on the harp 
with ſuperior ſkill, ſhe has invariably re- 
fuſed to perform at concerts. In ſhort, 


ſhe is in every point of view an angel. 


She has inſpired me with ſuch a lively 
intereſt that I have determined to take 
| her home to my houſe and adopt her as 
my daughter, if her mental endowments 
and the qualities of her heart come up 
to the idea which muſt be conceived of | 
vor. 11. 23 ? 
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| them from a furvey of her cotidilt and 
ner Heavehly phyliognomy. In her, my 
dear Arthur, you will have 4'fifter who 
will prove a very dangerous acquaintance 
in two or three years beute l. Well! 
if ſhe poſſeſſes a ſuperior mind together 1 
with native goodnefs and ſenſibility, do 
Fou ſuppoſe me capable of ſacrifſeing 
your happineſs to the abſurd prejudices 
entertained reſpeQting birth ? On that 
_ I think with Voltaire — 1 aet4 
© The k ia TR ſpirit Joins, 
The fair who virtuous charms with wit combines, 


Een though nor wealth they boaſt nor titled birth, | 
ae ee „ e 0 part. | 


- Whilewe live if the focial M there 
are no doubt certain rules f propriety | 
which we are not at Hberty to diſregard: : 
we cannot tranſgreſs them without betray- 
| * want of delicacy. I know tliere 


339 


are particular profeſſions which are de- } 


ſervedly held in contempt on account 
of the manners of thoſe who follow them: 
but no man can be degraded by-marry- 


ing a young woman who has conſtantly | 


lived in retirement and voluntary ob- 
ſcurity. Whatever may be the rank of 
the modeſt beauty who ſhrinks from 


every eye, ſhe will confer an honour on 


7. 


the man who receives her hand. Fre 


k 4 Ax Acre 


1 cannot | yet tell 0 is the woman 
that heaven has deſtined to be my daugh- 
ter-in-law : but may it grant me one who 


ſhall reſemble my Cordelia 1 will take | 


that child into my family as foon' as the 


buſtle of the intended wedding is over. 
we ſhall not go to Devonſhire : 5 the 


nuptials, however, are ſtill to take plied 


under uy roof, but at the diſtance of 


way 
[7 19 ” 4 
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IRON 349 
forty. miles only, in my houſe: at *. 
I ft out to-morrow morning at an early | 
hour, and ſhall not be abſent above a 
fortnight; during that time my people 
will arrange the apartment which I de- 
ſtine for my little Cordelia in London. 


I talk to you of nought but that child: 
in fact ſhe inceſſantly occupies my mind, 
and to ſuch a degree that I am quite 
miſerable at the idea of not having it in | 
my power at once to take her with me. 
But the country-ſeat to which I am going 
is by no means roomy, and I hall have 
much more company than it can con- 
veniently accommodate, Beſides, during 
the enſuing fortnight, I wiſh to. confine | 
my whole attention to the new-married 
Pair, and to my ſiſter- in- aw, who at the 
preſent moment is more in humoured 
than ever: and that, undoubtedly, i is ſay- 


ing a. great deal. [ hare 1 not yet inform · 
ed her that l intend to take this charm- 
ing orphan under my protection: but I - 
anticipate to a certainty that ſhe will pro- 
nounce ſuch a ſtep to be the ROOT of 


4 


ridiculous folly. 


On the twelfth of November I wrote 
you a pretty long letter, which you have 
not yet anſwered. But there was at 
that time ſo long a continuance of con- 
trary wands, that I | ſuppoſe you could hay 5 


9117 


months IS * Thus, 1 ee 
bably not receive your anſwer before my 
return from the country. — Adieu, my 
dear Arthur! I flatter myſelf I ſhall 
have the happineſs of ſeeing you again. 


in the courſe of the approaching ſpring :- 
— you alone are capable of ee 
23 
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what delight 1 ſhall experience on the 


LETTER LEXXV. - . 


Lem SBI to Jady ELIZABETH. 


+ Copenhagen, February 13, 
IM ' Dear mother, 5 


= 1 HAVE this inftant Wet your laſt 


letter, which has excited i in my boſom 
an inexpreſfible emotion. I think I am 
not miſtaken on the profent octaſon: 
that Cordelia, whom you ſo perfectly 
deſctibe, is is beyond all doubt mademoi- 
ſelle d: Armily. 22 Vo muſt certainly 
have by this time received from me ſeve- 
ral letters which explain to you the mo- 


W. 


tives of the lively intereſt I take in the 
fate of that unfortunate young lady. 


I cannot quit this place earlier than a 
| month hence; for I muſt conclude the 
bulineſs which I have undertaken to 
tranſact: but Cordelia i is with you, and 
my wind is at eaſe. Oh! mother! love 
ber! . 'tis ſhe whom I feek ;, tis the. 
of whom, my heart has made choice, 
though, I have never ſeen her: but 1 
know her ſo well !... . Cordelia © plays | 
on the harp with ſuperior ſkill!” her con- 
duct is marked by * a prudence wonder- 
ful at her age!” the is © fourteen years 
old „ Then ſhe is Adelaide! . . Cor- 
delia has“ a heavenly phyſiognomy,“ 


and © ſhrinks from every eye!” Sheis 
certainly Adelaide. Blind chance can- 
not produce ſuch ſtriking co-incidences, 
Q 4 


ER. | 
nor can nature frame two pere beings | 
in 1 every point reſembling each other. | 


Adelaide has already related to you her 
hiſtory — you are now acquainted with 
her — you approve my choice! Oh! 
conceive how great my happineſs ! e 
1 do not urge you to write to me with- 
out a moment's delay: I am ſure you 
have already anticipated my wiſh i in that 
reſpect. . I each moment expect a let- 
ter from you, of which the firſt words | 
ſhall _ ay Mademoiſelle TArmilly i is in 
my arms b.. Oh! adorable providence! | 
. . After repeated miſtakes, I have now 
not a doubt on, my mind : Cordelia is 
Adelaide : I'm convinced ſhe is!. . . Ade- 
Jaide is in your arms: Nevertheleſs | 
I'obſerve the prudent caution of being 


filent on the ſubje& to my young friend : 
I do. not intend to inform him till I have 


a. _- 


a phyſical certainty of the faßt. Wen 1 
receive your expected letter, Iwill ſhow 


itt to him, and immediately write to his 


parents. How great will be the joy of 
that virtuous and intereſting family! f bw 
great _ OI ; 4 £10000 OL 

| a WILT Any 
Adieu, my v affectionate Woche! alien ! 
J am not at this moment in a condltioti'to 


write a eng letter. w 26-452 A 
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The chrualier DISELIN to madam DE 
BLIMONT. | | 


5 28. 


Lt HAVE good news, madam,: to com- 
municate to you— that I am almoſt cer- 
es | 


7 
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mis af obtaining, together with my on | 


reſtoration, that alſo of madame de Lurce. 
The ſtepa I am taking in this buſineſs are 
wholly unknown to her: when the ob- 
je&is accompliſhed I ſhall inform her of 


-my ſucceſs ; and ſhe may then act as ſhe 


thinks proper. I own to you, that, with- 


out her, I ſhould feel no pleafure in re- 
turning to France: nnn 


That ſpot we cheriſh as our native ground, 
To which our ſoul by tender ties is bound: 


and my ſoul is bound by the tendereſt ties 
to the ſpot inhabited by our friend. This, 
however, is a dechrration which I Have 5 


not ſufficient courage to make to herſelf; 


for I entertain very little hope af its 
- making any impreſſion on her — I do not 
 ” thifk* the name of © love” can with pro- 
priety be given to the ſentiment with 


which ſhe inſpires me: ſhe is fiye-and- 


* 


thirty years eld; lam forty aromlages 
ſtrong attachment bears a. much greater 
7 reſemblance to friendſhip than 'to love; - 
but it is on that account more n. | 
Aan. | 


It is very ſingular that I ſhould have 
paſſed my entire youth in the fame circle 


with her, yet never felt for her an amorous 
paſſion,” though I always thought her a 


charming woman, and ſhe then had tho 


additional recommendation of the, bloom 
and brilliancy of youth. But ſhe was nei⸗ 
ther a widow nor a coquette : —a man 

mult ever haye ſome ground of hope be- 

fore he ſurrender his heart to love: and 
the moſt beautiful of woman-Kind will Þ 
never excite any other ſenfations in his 
boſom than thoſe of eſteem and admira- 
tion, if ſhe be truly virtuous, — It muſt be 
owned, moreover, that madame de as 22 
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bas, ſince our emigration, diſplayed an 
energy of mind, and other exalted qua- 
lities, Which never could have been diſ- 
covered in her if we had not been viſited 

| by the various diſaſters of the preſent pe- 

_ riod. How can I avoid feeling an attach- 
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ment for a woman ſo reſigned and even ſo 
amiable in the midſt of adverſity? — a - 
woman whoſe fortitude nothing can ſub- * 
due or diminiſh — whoſe temper nothing 
can ruffle - who, calm and chearful under 
every reverſe of fortune, ſhows no ſenſibi- 

* except fc for the diſtreſſes of others ! 
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You aſk me, dem, whether it be pol 
ſible that I can become a republican? I 
neceſſarily muſt; fince I ſolicit for permiſ- 
ſion to return to France. All ſyſtems 
ought to give way to honeſty. Since 1 
have determined to court the title of © ci- 
tizen” of a republic, I will, if that favour 
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be granted me, irrevocably ſacrifice alt p 
my political opinions; and, from the mo- 
ment of my ſetting foot on the French 
territory, I ſhall be the moſt peaceable 
and the moſt loyal of all republicans, fince 
it is only on that condition I am to be re- 
ſtored to a rank : among my fellow-citizens, 
to the enjoyment of my property, and the 
pleaſure of living in my native land. 
Never to be guilty of deception ſhall inva- 
riably be the rule of my conduct through 
life : that principle is extremely ſimple ; 
but it is ſufficient n * en e 

Ves, madath, monfieur de Fon ail 
continues at Bremen. His ſon, the ami- 
able Donatian, of whom [ have already 
aid ſo much to you, has lately obtained 
at the age of fifteen an employment which : 
ſupplies his father with a decent mainte- | 
nance. That youth, who may be conſi- 
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: dered as a model of filial piety, has alſo 
become a prodigy of learning for his age, 


and that purely through a wiſh to anſwer 
the expeCtations of an attentive parent, 


and. the hope of rendering himſelf uſeful 
to him. His father lately wrote to me. in 
the following words. — * Donatian i is now 


provided with an employment: : it is he 
who at preſent ſupports me, and who. is 
at onee the ſource of 1 . Wanne x * 


glory +.” 


Ah ! if there exiſt on earth any real 
ſubſtantial glory, it is certainly that which 
one derives from the objects of his affec- 


tion, and rr from his children, 


Adien, a If you 0 fil perſevere in, 
the i intention of coming to this place to- 


I have read the letter in 1 queſtion, and literally cs. 
ener quoted. 


35% 
ward the end of next month, give me 
your, orders and your commiſſions, and 
rely on the zeal of a man than, whom, 
there is not one uren. earth more devote 
to you. | 
— — 
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LETTER LXXVn. 


r v brd SELDY. 


London, adi 14. 
Ir; were impoſtble, my dear ſon, to de- | 

ſeribe the chagrin I at this moment expe» 
rience: it is only by the meaſure of your 
own that you can judge of mine. 
Alas! Cordelia is Adelaide d'Armilly.. « .« 
By an unaccountable fatality, the two let- 
ters which might have induced me " 
ulpes it never came to my hands. STEP 
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have received, it is true, a letter dated from 
Copenhagen the thirteenth of January, i in 
which you repeat to me all you had be- ; 5 
fore ſaid in the two letters which have 
; miſcarried : but the Swede to whotn you 
had given charge of that laſt paquet did 
not arrive in London before the ſecond of 
February; and it was then too late: — 
the unfortunate Adelaide, deceived by , 
her own unſuſpecting candor and the arti- 
fices of a monſter, quitted London on the 
5 twenty fourth of January. She embarked 
with him "we en there to ſeek her 
parents !.. . . Oh! why did T not take- 


Coo ets 


* . me to the e 


\ 


— 


At her departure ſhe tft for me a pa- 
quet containing a copy of her journal and 
a letter. I ſend you both : the peruſal of : 
them will rend your heart... What an 
angel! And what poſſible conſolation 
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now remains to aſſuage our grief for the 
Y event which has put that celeſtial crea- 

ture into the power of the moſt abomi- | 
able of men! ? For, excluſive of the evi- 


mes furniſhed by the journal of that 6 


hapleſs innocent to prov that wretch an 
infamous ſeducer, I have made i inquiries 
concerning him, whence I learn that he 
bears in every reſpect a moſt dreadful cha- 
racter. It is clear likewiſe that he had 
gained over the miſtreſs of the houſe 
where Adelaide lodged : but it appears 
that her huſband had no participation in 
the execrable plot. 


> 
F 


I have, however, done every thing that 
| could be done: 1 have diſcovered the 
name of the ſhip in which ſhe embarked 
— a particular account of. which I ſend 
incloſed : I have cauſed letters to be writ- 
ten to W and Adelaide will be 
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retlaimed. .... May heaven watch over 
the ſafety of that intereſting child! — + 


Adgieu! I am too much overpowered 


by u my grief to be able to ſay any thing 
further. And indeed what could 1 ſay in 
addition, which you do not already feel 
as well as I? But at leaſt it is ſome allevi- 
ation of my diſtreſs to think that your re- 
Bret proceeds only from the imagination; 1 
whereas mine ariſes from the heart .. 1 , 
had ſeen her F< Adieu ! Tam do 1 


coillolable. . | 16 
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